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PUPIL USE OF MOBILE PHONES

Pupils are strongly discouraged from bringing mobile phones onto school premises on the
grounds that they are valuable and may be lost or stolen. However, we recognise that for older
children in Y5/6 mobile phones may have a part to play in securing pupils’ personal safety
before and after school, particularly on journeys to and from school. Our expectation is that in all
other year groups pupils will be collected by an adult or responsible person.

If a pupil needs to contact his/her parents/carers, they will be allowed to use a school phone. If
parents need to contact children urgently, they should phone the school office and a message

will be relayed promptly. Under no circumstances will pupils be allowed to take mobile phones

on school excursions or use them during the school day.

PROCEDURES
Parents / Carers

Parents of Y5/6 pupils will need to complete the mobile phone permission form and hand this to
the school office. With consideration to this, it is to be made clear to parents that where they
have been given permission for their child to bring a mobile phone to school, they do so entirely
at their own risk. The school accepts no responsibility for any loss or damage whilst the device
is on school premises.

Pupils

Where a pupil does bring a mobile phone to school, the phone must remain switched off during
the school day and may not be used for any purpose (including for instance: phone calls, texts,
browsing or recording) on school premises or during off-site school activities (such as swimming
or sports). This ensures that that there is no distraction caused and that the phone cannot be
used for any inappropriate purpose whilst on school premises.

The phone must be given to a member of staff on the gate or in the office upon arrival at school
and it will be kept securely in the phone box. Phones can then be collected at the end of the
school day from the office.

Under no circumstances should there be access to phones during the school day. They must
not be carried on the pupil’s person or left in bags, coats or allocated work trays etc.
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Breach of policy - inappropriate use of a mobile phone
Infringements

Any breach of this policy will be investigated and managed in accordance with the school's
Behaviour and Relationships Policy and Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy. School
leaders will exercise professional judgement when determining an appropriate response, taking
into account the nature of the incident, the age of the pupil, any previous concerns and the need
to safeguard children.

Where appropriate, the school may withdraw or restrict a pupil's permission to bring a mobile
phone or other electronic device onto the school site, either temporarily or permanently, as a
consequence of inappropriate use.

Parents/carers will be informed at the earliest appropriate opportunity where there has been a
serious or repeated breach of this policy, or where the incident raises safeguarding concerns.

Electronic devices, including mobile phones, smart watches, tablets and other digital devices,
can contain files or data which relate to a criminal offence, pose a risk of harm to another
person, or form part of an ongoing safeguarding concern. This includes, but is not limited to:

e indecent images of children;

e pornography;

e abusive, threatening or discriminatory messages;

e images or videos used to bully, harass or humiliate others;

e evidence relating to suspected criminal behaviour;

e evidence of child-on-child abuse, exploitation, coercion or online abuse;

e communications which indicate a pupil may be at risk of significant harm, criminal
exploitation or sexual exploitation; or

e any material that may compromise the safety and wellbeing of pupils, staff or others.

In accordance with the Department for Education's Searching, Screening and Confiscation
guidance (July 2022), where a member of staff has a good reason to suspect that data or files
stored on an electronic device have been, or could be, used to:

e cause harm to another person;

e undermine the safe environment of the school;
e disrupt teaching and learning;

« commit or facilitate a criminal offence.

an authorised member of staff may examine the data or files on the device where it is lawful,
necessary and proportionate to do so.

Furthermore, this also applies where a member of staff has good reason to suspect that data or
files stored on an electronic device are relevant to an ongoing safeguarding concern, including
where the contents of the device may assist in assessing, managing or reducing the risk of
harm to a child or another person.
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Any search of an electronic device will be undertaken only by authorised staff, with due regard
to the privacy and dignity of those involved, and only where there is a legitimate behaviour,
welfare or safeguarding concern. The school will follow the statutory guidance contained within
the Department for Education's Searching, Screening and Confiscation guidance (July 2022).

This approach reflects the school's commitment to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children while ensuring that any examination of an electronic device is lawful, necessary,
proportionate and undertaken in accordance with statutory guidance. It also recognises that
information stored on an electronic device may be a significant source of evidence in identifying,
assessing or responding to ongoing safeguarding concerns and protecting children from harm.

Parents/Carers and Visitors

Parents and visitors will be asked to turn phones off when volunteering in classrooms and
attending assemblies so that there is no disruption to the work of the school. Notwithstanding
this, we accept that there may be some parents/carers who wish to use their mobile phone
camera facility to take photographs/video footage of their child while performing in special
assemblies or events. However, photos/footage must be used for personal use only and must
not be up-loaded to any social media.

Staff

Procedures for staff are dealt with through the Staff Code of Conduct Policy.

Yours sincerely

Mr D. Sheehan Mrs M. Harrington
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