English Writing and Spelling Subject Progression
Progression of the skills and knowledge framework by key concepts
 
	Subject area
	Concept/Aspect
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Spoken language
	Listening and responding
	AOL: CLAOL: PSED
Skill
Listen to others when 1:1 or in a small group, and start and continue a conversation with a friend for many turns.
Core knowledge
· It is important to listen to others.
· Sharing thoughts and ideas helps others understand what you are thnking and feeling.
· Looking at the person who is speaking makes it easier to listen to them.
· There are different ways to start a conversation, such as sharing your thoughts or ideas with others.
· Conversations can be continued in many ways, such as by adding to what has been said, asking or answering a question.
· Hearing your name can mean that important information will follow.
· Everyone is different and special.
· It is important to listen and take turn to talk when speaking to others.
Covered x 8
	AOL: CLAOL: PSED
Skill
Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions.
Core knowledge
· Listening is important because it helps you to learn and know what to do.
· Listening is important because it helps you work or play in a group or class situation.
· Listening is important because it helps you to learn and know what to do.
· It is important to listen to instructions in order to understand what to do.
· Listening is important because it helps you work or play in a group or class situation.
· It is important to listen to instructions to understand what to do.
· A story teller is a person who tells or makes up stories.
Covered x 42
	Skill
Listen and respond appropriately to the contributions of adults and peers.
Core knowledge
· Types of response include speaking, moving and following simple instructions.
· Sitting still and not talking to others can help you to listen.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Listen and respond appropriately to the contributions of adults and peers, including their different viewpoints.
Core knowledge
· Appropriate responses refer to what has just been said.
· A collaborative conversation is two or more people exchanging news, feelings and ideas in turn.
· A viewpoint is a person's opinion based on their experiences.
Covered x 2

	
	Questioning
	AOL: CL
Skill
Understand and ask 'why' questions and a variety of two-part questions.
Core knowledge
· There are lots of different imaginary creatures and people in fairy tales.
· 'Questions can be asked following an answer to another question, such as asking 'why' when finding out someone's favourite food.
· Questions help you find information, such as 'What time is it?'
· Questions help us find out information.
Covered x 4
	AOL: CL
Skill
During small group, class and 1:1 discussions, ask questions to understand what has been said.
Core knowledge
· Questions can be asked of adults and other children in different situations, such as 1:1 or in a small group.
· Questions can be used to check that you understand something.
· Questions can be used to check that you understand something.
· Fairy tales have animals, people and made up characters including bears, witches, trolls and princesses.
Covered x 55
	Skill
Ask and answer questions beginning with question words.
Core knowledge
· 'Who', 'what', 'where', 'why', 'how' and 'when' are words that you can use at the start of a question.
· Questions that open with these words are useful for finding out more information about people, places, objects, events and times.
Covered
	Skill
Ask relevant questions and give relevant answers in different contexts.
Core knowledge
· Asking questions connected with what you are learning about can help you to get more information or gain a deeper understanding.
· A relevant answer stays on topic and addresses all parts of the question that has been asked.
· Question words can be included within statements.
· Questions can begin with words other than question words, such as being, doing and having verbs.
Covered x 2

	
	Vocabulary
	AOL: CLAOL: Literacy
Skill
Extend their vocabulary by exploring and using a wide range of new words.
Core knowledge
· A new word can be learned by using it in different conversations or situations.
Covered
	AOL: CLAOL: Literacy
Skill
Use and understand social phrases and recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems in small group, class and 1:1 discussions and during play activities.
Core knowledge
· Social phrases are phrases that are used in everyday life, such as greetings.
· Phrases and refrains from texts can be used in classroom conversations or play activities.
Covered x 34
	Skill
Use given subject-specific vocabulary to explain and describe.
Core knowledge
· Topic words can be chosen during conversations to add precision to what you are saying.
· Subject-specific vocabulary can be seen in various places, such as display boards, books and word mats.
· Subject-specific vocabulary can be heard in various places, such as in the classroom and on videos.
Covered x 7
	Skill
Suggest words or phrases that are appropriate to the topic.
Core knowledge
· Topic words can be retained and recalled for later use or to use in different contexts.
Covered x 6

	
	Discussion
	AOL: CLAOL: Exp A&D
Skill
Participate in discussions, take part in pretend play and develop stories using props to organise themselves and their play.
Core knowledge
· A discussion is talking to others to share thoughts, ideas and points of view.
· Sometimes you can disagree in a discussion.
· A story is an account of something that happened that can be true or made up.
· Positional words such as under, over and through tell us where objects are in relation to each other.
Covered x 5
	AOL: CL
Skill
Develop storylines in their pretend play and use conversations and discussion to help solve problems, organise thinking and activities and explain how things work and why they might happen.
Core knowledge
· A conversation is a back-and-forth exchange with someone, such as an adult or friend.
· Conversations and discussions can help you offer your own ideas, work together, solve problems, explain your feelings and make plans.
· Problem-solving words and phrases include 'so that', 'it might be' and 'because'.
Covered x 60
	Skill
Participate effectively in role play and performances, and take turns in group discussions about their learning, including what has been read to them.
Core knowledge
· Role play is acting out stories or experiences.
· Some behaviours help discussions, role play and performances to run smoothly and effectively, such as taking turns to speak, including everyone and not interrupting.
Covered x 9
	Skill
Participate in discussions about books, poems and other works. Take on different roles within a group discussion, taking turns and listening to what others say.
Core knowledge
· There are different roles for people holding a discussion, such as a leader, scribe, researcher, timekeeper and presenter, which help the group to function effectively.
Covered x 3

	
	Articulation and clarity
	AOL: CL
Skill
Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using sentences containing four to six words, articulating most sounds and simple words.
Core knowledge
· Some leaves change colour in autumn and fall from the trees.
· Ideas and feelings can be explained to another person by talking.
· Saying words and sounds clearly makes it easier for other people to understand you.
· A sentence is a group of words that are connected to each other to make sense.
· Some sounds need practice to pronounce them correctly, such as 'r', 'j', 'th', 'ch' and 'sh'.
· Multi-syllabic words need practice to pronounce them correctly.
· Ideas and feelings can be explained to another person by talking.
Covered x 10
	AOL: CL
Skill
Explain their ideas and thoughts in full sentences, including using past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.
Core knowledge
· Talking in full sentences helps other people to understand what you are saying.
· When you are explaining ideas, thoughts and events, it is helpful to the listener if you maintain the appropriate verb tense, such as the past, present or future tense.
· The present tense refers to events that are happening now.
· The past tense refers to events that have already happened.
· The future tense refers to events that have not yet happened.
· Conjunctions, or joining words, can help to explain the relationship between ideas within a sentence.
· Sequencing words can help to describe events in order, such as 'before', 'then' and 'after'.
Covered x 35
	Skill
Speak in a way that is clear and easy to understand, beginning to stay on topic.
Core knowledge
· To speak clearly, it is important to use an appropriate volume so that people can hear you. For example, you might need to speak more loudly to be heard in the playground than in the classroom.
· Slowing down your speech slightly often makes it easier for other people to understand what you are saying.
· Pausing after a sentence will help people to understand your meaning.
· Orally rehearsing a speech can help you to stay on topic and speak clearly.
Covered
	Skill
Speak clearly, audibly and fluently while remaining on topic.
Core knowledge
· To speak clearly, it is important to say each word accurately, taking care to pronounce each part of the word.
· Listening to how other people say words can help you with your pronunciation.
· Speaking fluently means speaking accurately at an appropriate speed without lots of unnecessary pauses.
· Appropriate intonation helps you to be understood and speak fluently.
· Intonation is how your voice rises and falls when you speak.
Covered x 3

	Reading
	Word reading – phonic knowledge
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Identify and suggest rhymes and join in with rhyme, rhythm and alliteration activities.
Core knowledge
· A rhyme is a word that has the same last sound as another word.
· Rhythm is a regular pattern of sounds.
· Alliteration is the close positioning of words that begin with the same sound.
· Rhymes can be sung.
Covered x 7
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Use phonic knowledge to blend sounds into words.
Core knowledge
· Blending sounds is pushing sounds together, repeating them faster and faster until the correct pronunciation of the word is voiced.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words.
Core knowledge
· Decoding means looking at a word and separating its letters into known graphemes.
· A grapheme is a written letter or letters that represent a single sound in a word. Linking the graphemes to their corresponding phonemes enables the word to be read.
· A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a language. Recognising the consonant and vowel structure of a word can help you to decode it.
· There are four main orthographical representations of CV words: C V (me) C VV (day) C VVV (bear) CC VVV (chair)
· There are six main orthographical representations of CVC words: C V C (mat) C VV C (boat) C V C V (game) CC V C (chop) CC V C V (share) C V CC (moth)
· There are five main orthographical representations of CCVC words: C C V C (drop) C C V C V (drive) C C VV C (cloak) C C V CC (brush) CC C V CC (thrush)
· There are three main orthographical representations of CVCC words: C V C C (jump) C VV C C (mould) CC V C C (think)
· There are three main orthographical representations of CCVCC words: C C V C C (stand) C C VV C C (treads) CC C V C C (shrink)
· There is one main orthographical representation of CCCV words: C C C VV (straw)
· There are two main orthographical representations of CCCVC words: C C C V C (strap) C C C V C V (scrape)
· There is one main orthographical representation of CCCVCC words: C C C V C C (sprint)
Covered x 2
	Skill
Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until decoding is automatic and reading is fluent.
Core knowledge
· Words can be decoded into different graphemes. For example, the word 'string' can be decoded as s-t-r-i-n-g, st-r-i-ng or str-ing.
· Efficient decoding breaks up a word into the least amount of graphemes.
· Automatic decoding means reading a word using a minimal amount of decoding, such as decoding a word in your head without sounding it out.
Covered

	
	Word reading – grapheme-phoneme correspondence
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Recognise words that start with the same initial sound.
Core knowledge
· An initial sound is the first sound in a word.
· Some words begin with the same sound.
Covered x 6
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Recognise and say sounds represented by graphemes, including at least 10 digraphs.
Core knowledge
· Sounds are represented by letters.
· The alphabet has 26 letters, and each letter has a sound.
· Letters can be grouped together to make new sounds.
· A grapheme is a written letter or letters that represent a single sound in a word.
· A digraph is two letters grouped together to make one sound, such as 'ch' or 'ow'.
Covered x 6
	Skill
Respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes for all 40 or more phonemes, including alternative sounds for graphemes where applicable.
	

	
	Word reading – blending
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Count or clap syllables in a word.
Core knowledge
· A syllable is a beat in a word that contains a single vowel sound.
· Some words, such as cat, have one syllable; some, such as elephant, have more than one.
Covered x 4
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Use phonic knowledge to decode monosyllabic real and nonsense words.
Core knowledge
· Words can be read by sounding out and blending the letters within them.
· Nonsense words have no meaning.
Covered
	Skill
Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing taught GPCs.
Core knowledge
· Recognising graphemes can help you to read new words.
· A grapheme is a written letter or letters that represent a single sound in a word.
Covered
	Skill
Read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain taught graphemes, recognising alternative sounds for graphemes.

	
	Word reading – common exception words
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Recognise familiar words and signs, such as their own name and advertising signs.
Core knowledge
· Everyone has a forename and surname.
· Some people have middle names.
· Some advertising signs use designs that are easily recognisable and incorporate the company's name or part of their name.
· A language-rich environment can help children to recognise new words.
Covered
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Read some common exception words.
Core knowledge
· Common exception words are words that do not follow the spelling and sound patterns learned so far, such as 'the', 'he' and 'to'.
Covered
	Skill
Read high-frequency and common exception words, noticing some unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word.
	Skill
Read further common exception words, pointing out unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word.

	
	Word reading – prefixes, suffixes, morphology and etymology
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Join in with rhyme, rhythm and alliteration activities.
Covered x 2
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Use phonic knowledge to blend sounds into words.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Read words containing taught GPCs and -s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er and -est endings.
	Skill
Read words containing common suffixes.

	
	Word reading – words containing GPCs
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Join in with oral blending activities.
Core knowledge
· Words can be read by joining in with sounding out and blending the letters.
· A letter is a symbol that represents a sound.
Covered x 2
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Blend sounds into words so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound correspondences.
Core knowledge
· Words can be read by saying each letter's sound aloud and blending them.
Covered x 9
	Skill
Read words of one or more syllables that contain taught grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs).
	Skill
Accurately read words of two or more syllables that contain known graphemes.

	
	Word reading – contractions
	
	
	Skill
Read words with contractions and understand that the apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s).
Core knowledge
· A contraction is when a word or a group of words is shortened by removing one or more letters. An apostrophe is used to show where the missing letter or letters would be. For example, 'it's' is a contraction of 'it is' and 'won't' is a contraction of 'will not'.
· Contractions are often used in speech.
Covered
	

	
	Word reading – reading aloud
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Listen to stories and rhymes in a small group.
Core knowledge
· We change as we grow. There are things we can do now that we couldn't do when we were babies
· A story is an account of something that happened that can be true or made up.
· A story is written to entertain or interest the reader.
· Listening to someone read can help you because you can copy how they say the words.
· A rhyme is a word that has the same last sound as another word.
Covered
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Read aloud simple phrases, sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge.
Core knowledge
· Reading aloud as part of a group can improve your confidence and help you keep going when you encounter a difficult word.
· Reading aloud to an adult can help you because the adult can check your pronunciation and understanding.
· Rereading a phrase or sentence can help you to become familiar with common words.
· Poetry is a form of writing.
Covered x 19
	Skill
Read aloud accurately books consistent with their developing phonic knowledge and do not require them to use other word-reading strategies.
	Skill
Read books aloud that are consistent with their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation.

	
	Word reading – fluency
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Have favourite stories that they enjoy listening to.
Core knowledge
· Listeners enjoy stories where the reader uses expression, voices, gestures and props.
· Listeners enjoy stories with rhyming words, alliteration or refrains.
· Listeners enjoy stories where interesting things happen.
· Listeners enjoy stories with good illustrations.
Covered x 2
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Reread books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment.
Core knowledge
· Rereading a book means reading it several times, understanding more of the content and reading more of the words independently each time you read.
· Fluency is reading with speed, accuracy and expression.
· Fluent reading can help you to remember, process and enjoy what you are reading.
Covered x 5
	Skill
Reread books to improve their fluency and confidence in word reading.
	Skill
Read most common words quickly and accurately without overt sounding and blending, continuing to reread books to build their fluency and confidence.

	
	Comprehension – pleasure and motivation to read
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Listen to longer stories and demonstrate that they can remember much of what happens.
Core knowledge
· A story is an account of something that happened that can be true or made up.
· Stories can be short or long.
Covered
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Listen to and talk about selected fiction and non-fiction books to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.
Core knowledge
· Fiction is a story or book about imaginary events and characters.
· Non-fiction is a text or book about real facts, people and events. Books often have unfamiliar words in them.
· Non-fiction books tell us about facts and events.
· Some books tell us stories and some books give us facts and information.
Covered x 13
	Skill
Listen to, appreciate and talk about a wide range of rhymes, poems, stories and non-fiction texts at a level beyond which they can read independently.
Core knowledge
· A poem is written in separate lines that sometimes end in a rhyme.
· The words are chosen because of how they sound and the images they create for a reader.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Listen to, appreciate, discuss and give views about a wide range of classic and contemporary poetry, stories and non-fiction texts at a level beyond that at which they can read independently.
Core knowledge
· Readers often read poems and stories to be entertained.
· Readers read non-fiction texts to find information.
· Classic poetry has strict forms to which the poet must adhere, such as the number of lines, the rhyme scheme and the rhythm of stressed and unstressed syllables.
· Contemporary poetry does not have strict forms. It is usually written in free verse and is grounded in imagery.
Covered x 3

	
	Comprehension – sequencing and summarising
	AOL: CLAOL: Literacy
Skill
Engage in extended conversations about stories and, with support, make links to other familiar stories.
Core knowledge
· A story is an account of something that happened that can be true or made up.
· Stories have an order, including a beginning, middle and end.
· There are things that some stories have in common, such as similar characters, plots and settings.
· A character is a person, animal or thing that speaks or does something in a story.
· A plot is what happens in a story.
· A setting is a place where things happen in a story.
· A story is an account of something that happened that can be true or made up.
Covered x 6
	AOL: CLAOL: Literacy
Skill
Talk about stories and make connections with events in their own lives or other familiar stories.
Core knowledge
· Some stories include events and settings that people experience in real life or recognise from other stories.
Covered x 31
	Skill
Link what they read or hear read to their own experiences and understanding of a topic or events.
Core knowledge
· Some stories tell you more about topics you are learning about.
Covered x 6
	Skill
Identify the sequence of events in a simple text and how items of information are related.
Core knowledge
· Events in a story happen in a particular order to make sense.
· Events in a story follow on from each other to bring the plot to a climax.
· Characters learn and change as a story progresses.
Covered x 3

	
	Comprehension – retelling and performing
	AOL: LiteracyAOL: Exp A&D
Skill
Begin to remember and repeat key phrases and refrains from well-known stories and narratives.
Core knowledge
· A story is an account of something that happened that can be true or made up.
· Listening to stories multiple times makes it easier to remember their key phrases.
· A refrain is a repeated word, phrase or sentence, usually found in a story or poem.
Covered
	AOL: LiteracyAOL: Exp A&D
Skill
Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives through role play and small world play, using some key vocabulary. Learn simple rhymes, poems and songs by heart.
Core knowledge
· A narrative is a sequenced account.
· Stories and narratives can be acted out using people or figures.
· Stories and narratives can be retold using different words.
· Rhymes, poems and songs can be remembered and performed aloud.
Covered x 33
	Skill
Retell, consider and be familiar with the characteristics of key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales. Recite some rhymes and poems by heart.
	Skill
Become increasingly familiar with and retell a wider range of stories, traditional tales and fairy stories. Recite poems by heart with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear.
Core knowledge
· Intonation is how your voice rises and falls when you speak.
· Speakers can change their voices to match the mood or content of what they are reciting.
Covered

	
	Comprehension – types of writing and conventions
	AOL: Exp A&D
Skill
Join in with repeated refrains and phrases when being read to.
Core knowledge
· Stories have an order.
· A refrain is a repeated word, phrase or sentence, usually found in a story or poem.
· There are clues in the story that tell you when it is time to join in with repeated words.
Covered x 3
	AOL: Exp A&D
Skill
Join in with repeated refrains and phrases in rhymes, songs and stories, paying attention to how they sound.
Core knowledge
· Books of the same type of writing contain similar features that help you to work out what is coming next.
· A story is an account of something that happened that can be true or made up.
· A rhyme is a word that has the same last sound as another word.
· Some rhymes have regular rhythm patterns that help you know when to join in with repeated words and phrases.
Covered x 14
	Skill
Recognise and join in with predictable phrases from familiar types of writing.
	Skill
Recognise simple recurring literary language and conventions in taught fiction and non-fiction types of writing and poems.
Core knowledge
· Fiction is a story or book about imaginary events and characters.
· Non-fiction is a text or book about real facts, people and events.
· A poem is written in separate lines that sometimes end in a rhyme. The words are chosen because of how they sound and the images they create for a reader.
· A convention is a feature of a type of writing.
· Different types of writing have different conventions, such as characters and a problem in a story, lists of equipment and a method in instructions and rhyme in some poems.
· Different types of writing use specific language choices, such as conjunctions in stories, commands in instructions and adjectives in poems.
Covered x 2

	
	Comprehension – word meaning
	AOL: CLAOL: Literacy
Skill
Engage in conversations about stories and explore the meanings of new words that they hear in stories, rhymes and poems.
Core knowledge
· A story is an account of something that happened that can be true or made up.
· A rhyme is a word that has the same last sound as another word.
· A poem is written in separate lines that sometimes end in a rhyme. The words are chosen because of how they sound and the images they create for a reader.
· Stories, rhymes and poems will contain new words.
· The meanings of new words can be found by thinking about the context or pictures, or by asking questions.
Covered x 7
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play.
Core knowledge
· Non-fiction is a text or book about real facts, people and events.
· New words can be understood by using them in new situations.
Covered x 5
	Skill
Discuss the meanings of new words in their reading, drawing on known meanings.
Core knowledge
· Word families can help you to work out the meaning of new words, such as 'run' and 'runner'.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Discuss and check the meanings of words, linking them to known and given vocabulary.
Core knowledge
· A glossary is a selection of topic vocabulary in alphabetical order with definitions for each word.
· Glossaries can usually be found near the back of non-fiction books.
Covered x 2

	
	Comprehension – understanding
	AOL: LiteracyAOL: Exp A&D
Skill
Demonstrate awareness of what has been read to them by retelling stories in their play using props.
Core knowledge
· A story is an account of something that happened that can be true or made up.
Stories can be retold using simple words and props.
Covered x 5
	AOL: CL
Skill
Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems where appropriate.
Core knowledge
· You can use the words you learn in books to help you explain why things happen.
· Non-fiction is a text or book about real facts, people and events.
· New words can be understood by using them in new situations.
· A rhyme is a word that has the same last sound as another word.
· A poem is written in separate lines that sometimes end in a rhyme. The words are chosen because of how they sound and the images they create for a reader.
Covered x 18
	Skill
Check that texts they can already read and those they listen to make sense to them, drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher. Correct inaccurate reading.
Core knowledge
· You learn more about a story as you read it.
· If a story stops making sense, you may have misread a word.
· You can check if a text makes sense by considering what you already know about that subject.
· Adults can help you correct your reading by asking what is happening in the story.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Check that age-appropriate texts they can already read and those they listen to make sense to them, drawing on what they already know or on background vocabulary provided by the teacher. Confidently correct inaccurate reading.

	
	Comprehension – retrieval
	AOL: LiteracyAOL: Exp A&D
Skill
Begin to talk about the main events and principal characters in stories, using props and materials for role play.
Core knowledge
· A story is an account of something that happened that can be true or made up.
· A main event is an important thing that happens in the story.
· A character is a person, animal or thing that speaks or does something in a story.
· A principal character is a character that the story is about.
· Role play is acting out stories or experiences.
· Role play and props can be used to represent characters' looks, traits and actions.
· Role play can be used to sequence the main events of a story.
· Puppets can be used to act out and tell stories.
Covered x 5
	AOL: LiteracyAOL: Exp A&D
Skill
Talk about the characters, events and settings in stories they have listened to, using props and materials for role play.
Core knowledge
· There can be several characters and settings within a story.
· There are many events in a story, but some are more important than others.
*A setting is a place where things happen in a story.
· Puppets can be used to act out and retell stories.
Covered x 12
	Skill
Identify and understand what is happening within a short piece of text.
Core knowledge
· You need to remember the key points of a text to understand what is happening.
· Some words in a text are more important than others.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Identify the main facts or events in simple texts.
Core knowledge
· Highlighting question words, such as 'who', 'what', 'when' or 'where' helps you to know whether the answer will be a character, event, thing, time or place.
· Highlighting key topic words in a question and then highlighting them within the text can help you to retrieve information quickly.
Covered x 4

	
	Comprehension – writer's craft
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Handle books and identify the title and how a book should be read.
Core knowledge
· Some books tell us stories and some books give us facts and information.
· Books contain a front cover, pages and a back cover.
· A book's front cover states the title and author.
· The title is the name of the book.
· The author is the name of the person who wrote the book.
· Most books have page numbers at the bottom.
· Readers read the text in a book in order by turning the pages one at a time.
· Words are written in lines that are read from left to right and top to bottom.
Covered
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Be aware of how the title and blurb give information about a book.
Core knowledge
· A title gives clues about the content of a book.
· A blurb is a short description of what happens in a book. It is usually written on the back cover.
Covered
	Skill
Discuss the significance of the title, information and events in a short text.
	Skill
Discuss their favourite words and phrases in a text, giving simple reasons for their choices.
Core knowledge
· Readers have favourite words due to how they sound, what they mean and how they make them feel.
Covered x 3

	
	Comprehension – inference
	AOL: CLAOL: Literacy
Skill
Talk about the pictures in storybooks.
Core knowledge
· A story is an account of something that happened that can be true or made up.
· Pictures give us information about the characters, setting and plot of a story.
· A character is a person, animal or thing that speaks or does something in a story.
· A plot is what happens in a story.
· A setting is a place where things happen in a story.
Covered x 3
	AOL: CLAOL: Literacy
Skill
Talk about the pictures in storybooks and use them to discuss how characters might be feeling.
Core knowledge
· Pictures of characters can show how they are feeling through their facial expressions and body language.
· Fairy tales are old stories that have been told to children for hundreds of years.
· Everyday objects, like clothes, vehicles and toys, tell us about the past. They also change over time.
Covered x 8
	Skill
Make simple inferences from what is being said and done in a text.
Core knowledge
· Making inferences involves using clues to work out something that has not been overtly stated.
· There are clues in a character's actions that you can use to infer how they are feeling.
· For example, it is likely that a smiling character feels happy.
Covered
	Skill
Make inferences from what is being said and done.

	
	Comprehension – predicting
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Suggest how a story might end.
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Anticipate key events that might happen in a story where appropriate.
Core knowledge
· There are clues at different points in a story that suggest what might happen next.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Predict what might happen from what has been read so far.
	Skill
Make plausible predictions about what might happen from what has been read so far.

	
	Comprehension – questioning and explaining
	AOL: CL
Skill
Begin to use recently introduced vocabulary to talk about the principal characters in stories.
Core knowledge
· A story is an account of something that happened that can be true or made up.
· A character is a person, animal or thing that speaks or does something in a story.
· A principal character is a character that the story is about.
· Many stories use repeated or well-known words or phrases to name or describe the principal characters, such as 'wicked witch' or 'wise owl'.
· Many stories have archetypal characters, such as good and bad characters.
Covered x 2
	AOL: CL
Skill
Describe the characters, events and settings in stories that have been read to them using recently introduced vocabulary.
Core knowledge
· The weather and some plants and trees change with the seasons.
· In autumn, the weather starts to turn colder and some leaves change colour and fall from the trees.
· An event is something that happens in a story.
· A setting is a place where things happen in a story.
· Topic words can be incorporated into descriptive phrases or sentences about characters, events and settings.
· There are lots of new stories that tell fairy tales in a different way.
Covered x 48
	Skill
Give a simple explanation about the information, characters and events in books or texts that have been read to them.
Core knowledge
· Fiction is a story or book about imaginary events and characters.
· Non-fiction is a text or book about real facts, people and events.
· Readers can give explanations about characters by describing their actions, appearance and personality.
· Events can be explained by describing what happened along with the cause and effect.
· Information in non-fiction texts can be explained using your own words, key words and referring to images or diagrams.
Covered
	Skill
Answer and ask simple questions about age-appropriate texts that they listen to and those that they read for themselves, explaining and discussing their understanding of books, poems and other material.
Core knowledge
· You can ask questions to help you understand the words or content in a text, remember events, find out someone's opinion or share ideas about what will happen next.
Covered x 2

	
	Comprehension – structure and purpose
	
	
	
	Skill
Notice that non-fiction books are structured in different ways.

	
	Comprehension – reading widely
	
	
	
	

	
	Comprehension – recommending
	
	
	
	

	Writing
	Transcription – spelling – spelling rules and strategies
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Hear and say the initial sound in words and begin to orally segment the sounds in simple words.
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sounds with letters.
Core knowledge
· Sounds are represented by letters.
· A word can be spelt by saying it and segmenting the sounds. Phonemes are represented by graphemes.
· A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a language.
· A grapheme is a written letter or letters that represent a single sound in a word.
Covered x 13
	Skill
Spell words containing the 40+ taught phonemes.
	Skill
Use a range of spelling strategies to spell many words correctly, including segmenting spoken words into phonemes for which one or more spellings are already known and representing these by graphemes.

	
	Transcription – spelling – common exception words and frequently misspelt words
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Use mark making to represent familiar people and events and write some or all of their names.
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Begin to spell some simple common exception words, such as 'the', 'to', 'no', 'go' and 'I'.
Core knowledge
· Common exception words are words that do not follow the spelling and sound patterns learned so far, such as 'the', 'he' and 'to'.
· You can learn how to spell some words by remembering their letters or the shape of the word.
· Spellings can be learned using the look, say, cover, write, check strategy.
· Spellings can be learned using visual, audio and kinaesthetic strategies, such as writing in different media, chanting or singing, using magnetic letters and air writing.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Spell age-appropriate common exception words and days of the week.
	Skill
Spell age-appropriate common exception words and words that are often misspelt with increasing confidence and accuracy.

	
	Transcription – spelling – alphabet
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing.
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet.
Core knowledge
· The alphabet is a series of letters in a fixed order.
· Each letter of the alphabet has a name and sound.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Name the letters of the alphabet in order, using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound.
	

	
	Transcription – spelling – prefixes, suffixes, morphology and etymology
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Join in with oral segmenting activities.
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Use phonic knowledge to spell words.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Add the prefix un– and the suffixes –ing, –ed, –er, –est, –s or –es where no change is needed in the spelling of root words.
	Skill
Add suffixes to spell longer words, including the suffixes –ment, –ness, –ful, –less and –ly.

	
	Transcription – spelling – using apostrophes
	
	
	
	Skill
Spell an increasing number of words with contracted forms and words that use the singular possessive apostrophe.

	
	Transcription – spelling – homophones
	
	
	
	Skill
Distinguish between homophones and near-homophones and learn to spell some common homophones.

	
	Transcription – spelling – dictations
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Give meaning to the marks they make as they draw, write or paint and share this with others.
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Write short sentences using words with known sound-letter correspondences. With support, begin to use a capital letter and a full stop.
Core knowledge
· A sentence is a group of words that are connected to each other to make sense.
· Saying a sentence aloud helps you to remember it before you write it.
· Capital letters and full stops help the reader know when a sentence starts and ends.
· People send cards, letters and presents to people to celebarte events.
· A map is a drawing of an area of land or sea. It shows features, including roads, rivers, woods, parks and buildings.
Covered x 17
	Skill
Write simple sentences with capital letters and full stops from memory that have been dictated by the teacher and include words using taught GPCs and common exception words.
	Skill
Write simple sentences from memory that have been dictated by the teacher and include words using taught GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught in Year 2.

	
	Transcription – spelling – dictionaries and thesauri
	
	
	
	

	
	Handwriting – letter formation
	AOL: PDAOL: Literacy
Skill
Show a preference for a dominant hand and use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils. Write some letters accurately.
Core knowledge
· Mark making shapes can be straight lines, zigzags or smooth curvy shapes.
· Most people write with the same hand all the time.
· Holding a pen or pencil in a comfortable way helps us learn how to write and draw.
· Letters are used in writing.
· Finger, hand, wrist, arm and shoulder exercises help you to develop your gross and fine motor skills and practise the language of direction.
Covered x 4
	AOL: PDAOL: Literacy
Skill
Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed, using a tripod grip to form lower-case and capital letters in almost all cases.
Core knowledge
· A tripod grip is holding a pen or pencil between the thumb, first and second finger.
· This grip helps us to have good control over a pen.
· A lower-case letter is a letter that is usually smaller and a different shape from its capital equivalent.
· A capital letter is a letter that is usually larger and a different shape from its lower-case equivalent.
· Some rhymes can describe how to form letters.
Covered x 23
	Skill
Sit at a table and hold a pencil correctly and comfortably. Use their knowledge of handwriting families to form lower-case letters, capital letters and digits in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place.
Core knowledge
· To sit correctly while writing, put both feet flat on the floor, place your paper at an angle if this helps and hold your paper still with your non-writing hand.
· The letters of the alphabet can be sorted into handwriting families. These are the letters that are written in a similar way. For example, the letters a and c are formed in a similar way.
· An ascender is an upward stroke that extends above the size of an e.
· A descender is a downward vertical stroke that goes below the baseline, such as the stem of a p.
· A digit is a number from 0 to 9.
· To form letters correctly, you must begin in the correct starting place and move your pencil in the right direction.
· All letters sit on the line, but some letters have ascenders, and some have descenders.
· Placing your finger after a word can help you leave a space before the next word.
· Letters within a word should be close together.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Write lower-case letters, capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another, with spaces between words that reflect the size of the letters.

	
	Handwriting – joining and legibility
	
	
	
	Skill
Start using some diagonal and horizontal strokes to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined.

	
	Composition – audience and purpose
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Recognise that marks can have different purposes.
	AOL: LiteracyAOL: Exp A&D
Skill
Use writing to support their play.
Core knowledge
· Writing can take place during play activities, such as writing a postcard in a post office.
Covered x 11
	Skill
Write for a range of purposes.
Core knowledge
· Texts can be written for a range of purposes including to inform or entertain.
Covered x 3
	Skill
Write for a range of purposes with increasing stamina and positivity.
Core knowledge
· Different types of writing lend themselves to different purposes. For example, recipes are written to instruct, reports are written to inform, stories are written to entertain, and some leaflets are written to persuade.
Covered x 7

	
	Composition – planning
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Talk about their pictures and give meaning to the marks they are making as they are drawing, writing or painting.
Core knowledge
· Marks and pictures can be made using different media.
· Mark making can represent thoughts and emotions.
· Mark making has meaning that you can explain to someone else.
Covered
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Use talking to support the writing process, saying words, captions and sentences aloud before writing.
Core knowledge
· Telling an adult your ideas can help you to put your thoughts in order before you write.
· Classroom tools, such as talk tins, can help you to hear your sentence and correct or improve it before you write.
· A caption is a short piece of text that describes a picture.
· A sentence is a group of words that are connected to each other to make sense.
Covered x 9
	Skill
Say aloud what they are going to write about, making simple pictorial or written records where appropriate.
Core knowledge
· You can say aloud what your next sentence is going to be.
· You can draw pictures or write simple words to remind you what you are going to write about.
Covered x 5
	Skill
Write down or say aloud what they want to write about before beginning, including ideas and new vocabulary.
Core knowledge
· Planning is jotting simple words and phrases to remind you what you want to write about.
· Planning can help turn your ideas into sections or sentences.
· Key vocabulary that you want to include can be noted before you write.
Covered x 7

	
	Composition – sentences
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Begin to use mark making to communicate thoughts.
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Break the flow of speech into words to write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.
Core knowledge
· Writing letters makes words. Words can tell other people what you are thinking or feeling or describe things that have happened.
· Forming letters correctly helps us and other people to read our words after we have written them.
· A phrase is a small group of words that go together to describe something, such as 'the red fox'.
· A sentence is a group of words that are connected to each other to make sense, such as 'the fox runs across the field'.
Covered x 6
	Skill
Orally rehearse and write short phrases and sentences.
Core knowledge
· Saying a sentence aloud to yourself or a friend can help you to decide which words to include to create a clear, short sentence.
· Pausing after each word said can help you to choose the important words to include and ensure you do not miss out any words.
· Sentence punctuation includes beginning with a capital letter and ending with a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark.
Covered
	Skill
Explain, one sentence at a time, what they want to write.
Core knowledge
· Drafting and editing a sentence in your head or aloud can help you to refine what you want to say so you can write it accurately.
· There are four main types of sentences: statements, questions, commands and exclamations.
· Conjunctions can expand or link sentences.
Covered x 2

	
	Composition – narrative
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Begin to use letters and shapes to communicate meaning.
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Put words in order to write simple phrases or sentences.
Core knowledge
· A phrase is a small group of words that go together to describe something, such as 'the red fox'.
· A sentence is a group of words that are connected to each other to make sense, such as 'the fox runs across the field'.
· Sentences do not make sense if the words are in the wrong order.
· The order of a simple descriptive sentence can be a person, animal or object doing something to another person, animal or object.
· A common sentence structure can be describing how a person or animal is feeling.
· Saying a sentence aloud before writing it helps you to remember the order of the words.
· Reading the sentence back helps you to check the order of the words is correct.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Sequence sentences to form short texts using some sequencing words or formulaic phrases, including those to indicate the start or end of a text.
Core knowledge
· Sequences of sentences follow on from each other in a logical order.
· Sequencing words are words that describe the order of events in a text, such as time words.
· Formulaic phrases are common phrases that are used in many texts, such as 'once upon a time' and 'happily ever after'.
Covered x 5
	Skill
Write narratives about their own experiences, real events and those of fictional characters.
Core knowledge
· A narrative is a sequenced account.
· When writing about ourselves, choose the first-person narrator, using words such as 'I', 'me' and 'us'.
· When writing about other people or characters, choose the third-person narrator, using words such as 'he', 'she', 'it' and names.
Covered x 2

	
	Composition – drafting paragraphs
	AOL: LiteracyAOL: Exp A&D
Skill
Begin to use mark making to communicate thoughts.
	AOL: LiteracyAOL: Exp A&D
Skill
Use writing to communicate thoughts, ideas, experiences and events.
Core knowledge
· A friend is a person who you know, like and enjoy spending time with. Friends help us and make us feel happy.
Covered x 29
	Skill
Write a sentence or sequence of sentences for a given purpose, including short narratives.
Core knowledge
· A sentence is a group of words that are connected to each other to make sense.
· Sequences of sentences follow on from each other in a logical order.
· Each piece of writing is written for a reason. This reason does not change throughout the piece.
· A narrative is a description of sequenced events.
Covered x 8
	Skill
Write longer sequences of sentences for a range of types of writing, including fiction, non-fiction and poetry, using some age-appropriate conventions.
Core knowledge
· Fiction is a story or book about imaginary events and characters.
· Non-fiction is a text or book about real facts, people and events.
· A poem is written in separate lines that sometimes end in a rhyme. The words are chosen because of how they sound and the images they create for a reader.
· A convention is a characteristic of a type of writing. Different types of writing have different conventions, such as characters and a problem in a story, lists of equipment and a method in instructions and rhyme in some poems.
Covered x 2

	
	Composition – précising
	
	
	
	

	
	Composition – evaluating and editing
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Talk about their drawing and mark making with the teacher.
AOL: Literacy
Skill
Begin to talk about what their mark making represents.
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Talk about their writing with the teacher.
Core knowledge
· When you have finished your writing, you can talk about what you have written, what you enjoyed or found difficult and what you like about your writing.
Covered x 2
AOL: Literacy
Skill
Begin to read back what they have written to check it makes sense.
	Skill
Reread what they have written to check it makes sense then discuss their writing with the teacher or other pupils.
Core knowledge
· Rereading your sentences helps you to check your writing makes sense and matches the task set.
· Discussing your writing can help you to see what you have done well and what you need to improve.
· Discussing a checklist can help you to see which conventions you have included.
Covered x 5
Skill
Reread their writing to check that it makes sense.
	Skill
Reread what they have written to check it makes sense, including that verbs are written correctly and consistently, then evaluate their writing with the teacher and other pupils, making simple additions, revisions and corrections. Proof-read to check for errors in spelling, grammar and vocabulary.
Core knowledge
· Checklists and learning intentions can be used for self-assessment and peer assessment. They can help you to add or change elements to improve your writing.
· Proofreading is correcting mistakes in spelling, grammar or vocabulary before a piece of writing is presented to others.
Covered x 9
Skill
Reread their writing to check for spelling, punctuation and grammar errors and the correct use of verbs that indicate time.

	
	Composition – performing and presenting
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Share their mark making with others.
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Share their writing with others, reading it aloud where appropriate.
Core knowledge
· Your writing can be read aloud to others. Other people can be informed or entertained by your writing. Reading your writing aloud can lead you to develop a sense of pride in your work.
· Poetry is a form of writing.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Read their writing aloud, clearly enough to be heard by other children and the teacher.
Core knowledge
· To read your writing clearly, it is important to speak at an appropriate volume so that people can hear you. For example, you might need to speak more loudly in a large hall.
· Slowing down your speech slightly when reading your writing often makes it easier for other people to understand what you are saying. Pausing after a sentence will help people to understand your meaning.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Read their writing aloud clearly, audibly and with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear.
Core knowledge
· Intonation is how your voice rises and falls when you speak. Appropriate intonation helps you to be understood. When you see a question mark, raise the pitch of your voice in expectation of an answer. When you see an exclamation mark, adjust your voice to express an emotion.
Covered x 3

	
	Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation – grammar rules, concepts and terminology
	AOL: CL
Skill
Communicate their ideas and thoughts with others.
	AOL: CL
Skill
Talk in full sentences and connect ideas and actions making use of simple conjunctions.
	Skill
Apply the grammar rules and concepts, including when discussing them in their writing. Use suitable grammatical terminology for Year 1.
Core knowledge
· A letter is a symbol that represents a sound.
· A lower-case letter is a letter that is usually smaller and a different shape from its capital equivalent.
· A capital letter is a letter that is usually larger and a different shape from its lower-case equivalent.
· A word is a group of letters that make sense. It can be moved around but cannot easily be split. Words are separated by spaces.
· Punctuation marks are marks that are not letters. They help us make sense of the words on a page.
· Singular means one; plural means more than one.
· A sentence is a group of words that are connected to each other to make sense.
· A question mark indicates the end of a question.
· An exclamation mark indicates the end of an exclamation.
Covered
	Skill
Apply the grammar rules and concepts, including when discussing them in their writing. Use suitable grammatical terminology for Year 2, including sentences with different forms (statement, question, exclamation and command).
Core knowledge
· A statement is a sentence that tells you something.
· A question is a sentence that asks you something.
· An exclamation is a phrase or sentence expressing surprise or strong emotion. It begins with 'how' or 'what'. An exclamatory sentence, phrase or word shows a strong emotion such as fear, joy, surprise, humour or excitement.
· A command is an order that usually begins with a verb.
· Commas separate items in a list.
· Apostrophes mark missing letters in contractions. Apostrophes are used to mark singular possession.
· A noun is a naming word that refers to a thing, person or place.
· A compound noun contains at least two root words, such as 'whiteboard' and 'playgroup'.
· A noun phrase is a group of words that contains a noun. It may contain an adjective.
· An adjective can be a word that comes before a noun to describe it. An adjective can follow the verb 'to be', such as 'I am happy'.
· A verb is a doing, being or having word. A verb's tense refers to the past, the present or the future.
· An adverb is a word that tells you more about a verb, adjective, another adverb or a clause.
· A suffix is a group of letters added to the end of a word to turn it into another word.
Covered x 2

	
	Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation – sentences
	AOL: CL
Skill
Begin to understand that writing is a representation of speech.
	AOL: CL
Skill
Break the flow of speech into words.
Covered
	Skill
Leave spaces between words and join words and clauses using ‘and’.
Core knowledge
· The word 'and' is used to join words and clauses.
· A clause is a group of words that contains a verb, such as 'the rabbit hops'.
· Spaces between words should reflect the size of letters.
Covered x 3
	Skill
Use coordination, subordination and adverbs to extend their sentences.
Core knowledge
· A conjunction is a word that links two words, phrases or clauses together.
· A coordinating conjunction links words, phrases or clauses together as an equal pair, such as 'or', 'and' and 'but'.
· A subordinating conjunction links words, phrases or clauses that are not equal. This means one of the clauses tells us more about the meaning of the other one. They include 'when', 'if', 'that' and 'because'.
· A main clause makes sense alone and contains a complete thought.
· A subordinate clause relies on the main clause for its meaning. It cannot stand alone.
· An adverb is a word that tells us more about a verb, adjective, another adverb or a clause. An adverb often tells us how, why or when something happens. An adverb can vary its position within a sentence. It can be at the beginning or end of a sentence and may go before or after the verb.
· Adjectives can be turned into adverbs by adding the suffix -ly, such as 'quickly'.
Covered x 2

	
	Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation – punctuation
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Be aware of the different punctuation marks in books (capital letters).
	AOL: Literacy
Skill
Begin to use punctuation with support (capital letters and full stops).
	Skill
Begin to use punctuation (capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks).
Core knowledge
· Capital letters are used for the names of people, places, the days of the week and the word 'I'.
· A full stop indicates the end of a statement. A statement is a sentence that tells you something.
· A question mark indicates the end of a question. A question is a sentence that asks you something.
· An exclamation mark indicates the end of an exclamation. An exclamation is a phrase or sentence expressing surprise or strong emotion. It begins with 'how' or 'what'.
Covered x 7
	Skill
Use taught punctuation and new uses of punctuation (full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks, commas in lists and apostrophes for contractions and singular possession).
Core knowledge
· Capital letters are used for the names of months and titles.
· A full stop indicates the end of a statement or a command.
· An exclamation mark indicates the end of an exclamatory sentence, phrase or word.
· Commas separate items in a list. The word 'and' is used instead of a comma between the last two items.
· Apostrophes mark missing letters in contractions. A contraction is a shortened form of a word or words.
· Apostrophes are used to mark singular possession. Apostrophes go before the final s to mark singular possession.
· 'It's' means 'it is'; 'its' is the possessive form. For example, 'it's raining'; 'the dog ate its bone'.
Covered x 7

	
	Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation – vocabulary
	
	
	Skill
Begin to use adjectives in sentences.
	Skill
Use simple expanded noun phrases with an adjective that describes the noun.
Core knowledge
· A noun phrase is a group of words that contains a noun. It may contain an adjective.
· Adjectives can be formed by adding suffixes, such as -ful and -ness.
· Comparative adjectives compare two items, such as 'I am happier than my brother'.
· Superlative adjectives compare more than two items, such as 'He is the happiest person in our team'.
· Nouns can be formed by adding suffixes, such as -ness and -er.
· A compound noun contains at least two root words, such as 'whiteboard' and 'playgroup'.
Covered x 3

	
	Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation – verbs and tenses
	AOL: CL
Skill
Begin to use regular tenses and plurals correctly.
Core knowledge
· People use different words when referring to things that are happening now and things that have happened in the past. They usually follow a pattern, such as 'I play' and 'I played' or 'I dance' and 'I danced'.
· People use different words when referring to plurals, such as 'cat' and 'cats'. Plural means more than one.
Covered
	AOL: CL
Skill
Use regular tenses and plurals, and begin to use irregular tenses correctly.
Core knowledge
· People use different words when referring to things that are happening now and things that have happened in the past. Sometimes they do not follow a pattern, such as 'I run' and 'I ran' or 'I eat' and 'I ate'.
Covered
	Skill
Begin to identify verbs in sentences.
Core knowledge
· A verb is often a doing word.
· The third person inflection of the verb always ends in -s. An inflection is a change to a word, such as adding a suffix to a verb or noun.
Covered
	Skill
Begin to use the past, present and future forms of verbs, including the present and past progressive tenses.
Core knowledge
· A verb is a doing, being or having word.
· A verb's tense refers to the past, the present or the future.
· Verbs in the present progressive tense refer to actions that are in progress, such as 'I am playing'. The present progressive tense is formed by the verb 'to be' followed by the present participle.
· The present participle is formed by adding the suffix -ing to a verb.
· The suffix -ed is used to form the regular past tense of a verb.
· Some verbs have irregular past tense forms.
· Verbs in the past progressive tense refer to actions that were progressing in the past, such as 'I was playing'. The past progressive tense is formed by the past tense of the verb 'to be' followed by the present participle.
· The future tense is formed by preceding the verb with 'will'.
· The chosen tense should be consistent throughout a piece of writing.
Covered x 4

	
	Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation – formality
	
	
	
	Skill
Use some conventions of written standard English.
Core knowledge
· Standard English is used in formal situations. It uses correct grammar, punctuation, verb inflections and spelling.
Covered









	Subject area
	Concept/Aspect
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Spoken language
	Listening and responding
	Skill
Listen and respond to multi-step instructions, contributions and viewpoints of others and participate actively in collaborative conversations.
Core knowledge
· Multi-step instructions are a list of instructions that children must retain and then carry out.
· There are many possible viewpoints that people might have.
· People should respect each other's viewpoints, and where they disagree, acknowledge the other person's opinion and respond politely.
Covered
	Skill
Listen actively to maintain attention and respond to the instructions, contributions or viewpoints of others.
Core knowledge
· Active listening skills are ways that people listen and respond that go beyond words.
· A speaker's tone of voice can indicate their feelings, opinions or intent.
· A speaker's body language can show how they are feeling.
· Positive verbal cues, such as 'I understand', and non-verbal cues, such as nodding, can show the speaker that you are listening carefully and understand what they are saying.
· A speaker can adjust their approach based on the verbal and non-verbal cues they observe.
Covered
	Skill
Attend to and build on the contributions of others in discussions and debates.
Core knowledge
· A discussion is talking to others to share thoughts, ideas and points of view.
· A debate is a formal discussion where opposing sides of an argument are put forward.
· Asking questions and paraphrasing builds on what a speaker has said and helps to clarify their point.
· Paraphrasing is restating what someone has said using your own words.
· Listening to contributions in a debate can lead you to change your opinion.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Consider and evaluate a range of different contributions and viewpoints.
Core knowledge
· Evaluating is determining the quality or significance of something.
· Summarising a person's speech can help you to reiterate the key points that have been made.
· Evaluating a person's speech can help you to formulate your own opinions.
Covered

	
	Questioning
	Skill
Ask and answer open and closed questions to extend their understanding and knowledge.
Core knowledge
· A closed question has a limited number of answers to choose from, such as 'yes' or 'no', and the answer is not developed.
· An open question cannot be answered with 'yes' or 'no' and requires a developed response because there is more than one answer.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Ask probing questions to find specific additional information and explore ideas.
Core knowledge
· Probing questions are follow-up questions that ask for more detail.
Covered
	Skill
Ask a series of questions to speculate, imagine, hypothesise and explore ideas.
	Skill
Explore types of questions and their uses in different contexts.

	
	Vocabulary
	Skill
Build a bank of relevant and accurate vocabulary to use in a discussion, presentation, performance, role play, improvisation or debate.
Core knowledge
· Relevant and accurate vocabulary can include topic words expanded by grammatical words and phrases, such as noun phrases and adverbs.
· Dictionaries can clarify the meanings of words to help you to choose accurate vocabulary.
· A discussion is talking to other people to share ideas or opinions.
· A presentation is a talk that gives information.
· A performance entertains other people, including through speech. Role play is acting out stories or experiences.
· Improvisation is unplanned and unrehearsed speaking.
· A debate is a formal discussion where opposing sides of an argument are put forward.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Speak with an increasing command of Standard English.
Core knowledge
· Standard English uses correct grammar, punctuation, verb inflections and spelling.
· Informal speech tends to be less organised and uses contractions, colloquialisms, hesitation markers and question tags.
· Formal speech requires preparation, well-considered vocabulary and the use of Standard English.
· Sentence stems, or openers, can help you to formulate grammatically correct sentences.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Use challenging and sophisticated vocabulary to gain and maintain the listener's interest, and monitor their interest.
Core knowledge
· Challenging and sophisticated vocabulary can be found in thesauri or by conducting research.
· Prompt cards can be used as a reminder of unfamiliar vocabulary.
· Listeners enjoy hearing sophisticated vocabulary because it is more interesting, varied and precise than familiar vocabulary.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Select and use appropriate registers for effective communication.
Core knowledge
· Register refers to the level of formality of the language used in a text.
· Formal language is usually used in serious, professional or academic situations.
· Informal language is usually used in relaxed situations.
Covered x 3

	
	Discussion
	Skill
Articulate and justify answers, ideas, arguments and opinions during discussions, including about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say.
Core knowledge
· Ideas can be justified by explaining your reasoning using extended sentences.
Covered
	Skill
Challenge opinions and points of view, offering an alternative viewpoint or opinion during discussions.
	Skill
Initiate a discussion, presenting opinions, points of view and arguments related to a topic or debate.
Core knowledge
· A good discussion or debate question or statement contains emotive language and has lots of elements within it to unpick and explore.
· Opinions can be presented by stating the opinion and then supporting it with explanations and evidence.
· Evidence can be found in advance to support opinions in a discussion or debate.
Covered x 3
	Skill
Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others.
Core knowledge
· Evaluating different viewpoints can help you to shape or redefine your opinions.
· In many discussions, it is beneficial to have an open mind, whereas, in other discussions, you may wish to defend strong beliefs.
· If you agree with someone in a discussion, you may be able to build on their explanation with your own evidence or anecdotes.
Covered

	
	Articulation and clarity
	Skill
Communicate clearly to an audience.
Core knowledge
· Speech can be adapted to suit the needs of the audience, such as varying the volume and pace for younger children.
Covered x 3
	Skill
Give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings with an increasing command of Standard English.
	Skill
Give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives that gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener.
Core knowledge
· There are different ways to make speech more interesting for the people listening to you, such as changing the length of sentences to add variety, using precise, interesting vocabulary or speaking with expression.
· Speaking with expression means speaking in a lively, engaging way.
· Facial expressions can help you to connect with the listener and maintain their interest.
· There are several ways to regain a listener's interest, such as adjusting the volume or pace or making the speech interactive.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Control the manner in which descriptions, explanations and narratives are articulated.
Core knowledge
· Manipulating your volume, expression and tone of voice can influence the listener's perception of your speech, such as shocking or persuading the listener.
Covered x 4

	Reading
	Word reading – phonic knowledge
	
	
	
	

	
	Word reading – grapheme-phoneme correspondence
	
	
	
	

	
	Word reading – blending
	
	
	
	

	
	Word reading – common exception words
	Skill
Notice further exception words with unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word when reading newly encountered vocabulary.
	Skill
Confidently identify further exception words with unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word when reading newly encountered vocabulary.
	
	

	
	Word reading – prefixes, suffixes, morphology and etymology
	Skill
Apply their growing knowledge of age-appropriate root words, prefixes and suffixes to facilitate reading aloud and understand the meaning of new words.
	Skill
Apply their growing knowledge of age-appropriate root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology) to read aloud and understand the meaning of new words.
	Skill
Apply and explain their knowledge of age-appropriate root words, prefixes, suffixes and morphology to read aloud and understand the meaning of new words.
	Skill
Analyse the etymology of words to read aloud and understand the meaning of new words.
Core knowledge
· Etymology refers to a word's history and how its spelling and meaning have changed over time.
· Many English words originate in other languages, such as Greek, Latin and French, so they contain unfamiliar GPCs.
· Examples of pronouncing words with a French origin include ch as /ʃ/, such as 'chef', et as /eɪ/, such as 'ballet', é as /eɪ/, such as 'café', gue as /g/, such as 'tongue' and que as /k/, such as 'boutique'.
· Examples of pronouncing words with a Greek origin include ch as /k/, such as 'school'.
· Examples of pronouncing words with a Latin origin include sc as /s/, such as 'science'.
Covered

	
	Word reading – words containing GPCs
	
	
	
	

	
	Word reading – contractions
	
	
	
	

	
	Word reading – reading aloud
	
	
	
	

	
	Word reading – fluency
	
	
	
	

	
	Comprehension – pleasure and motivation to read
	Skill
Listen to, read independently and discuss a range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books, making enthusiastic and positive contributions in turn that show their understanding.
Core knowledge
· A play is a story that is written to be performed.
· A reference book is a book of facts, such as a dictionary, atlas or encyclopedia, that is used to find out a specific piece of information.
· Readers have different opinions of books, which they can share with others.
Covered
	Skill
Listen to, read independently and discuss a range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction, reference books and textbooks, making increasingly effective contributions in turn that show their understanding and provide reasoned justifications for their views.
Core knowledge
· A textbook is a book containing detailed information for people who are learning about a subject, such as a science textbook.
· Readers can justify their opinions about books by giving examples from the text.
Covered
	Skill
Read, discuss and enjoy a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction, reference books or textbooks with enthusiasm and understanding, including those that are read to them and those they can read for themselves.
Core knowledge
· Readers enjoy books in different places, including at school, at home and in libraries.
· Readers choose books for different purposes, including choosing a dictionary to find definitions.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Read, discuss and understand an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks with enthusiasm, building on their own and others' ideas and challenging views courteously.
Core knowledge
· Readers can build on each others' opinions about different texts and books.
· Readers can challenge each others' opinions in a useful and positive way.
Covered

	
	Comprehension – sequencing and summarising
	Skill
Identify the main point of each paragraph in a short text.
Core knowledge
· A paragraph is a way of grouping sentences about the same idea.
· All the sentences in a paragraph relate to the same point.
· The main point of a paragraph is often given in the first sentence, which is sometimes called a topic sentence in non-fiction.
Covered
	Skill
Identify and summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph in longer texts.
Core knowledge
· Texts are organised into paragraphs.
· Paragraphs follow on from each other.
· A group of paragraphs can be about the same point in longer texts, but each paragraph adds new information.
· A summary is a short account of the main points of a text.
Covered
	Skill
Summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, beginning to identify details that support the main idea.
Core knowledge
· A text has a main idea running through it.
· Paragraphs often begin with a topic sentence followed by details given through evidence, examples or explanations.
Covered x 3
	Skill
Summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main idea or ideas.

	
	Comprehension – retelling and performing
	Skill
Retell and perform a wide range of texts, including poetry, plays, fairy stories, myths and legends, using appropriate intonation.
	Skill
Become familiar with a widening range of texts, including some different forms of poetry, retelling or performing these orally with appropriate intonation, tone, volume and action.
Core knowledge
· Poetry can take different forms, such as narrative poetry, free verse and sonnets.
· Speakers can use different tones, such as soft or harsh.
· Speakers can use different volumes, such as loud or quiet.
· Speakers can use actions or gestures to emphasise their words.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Prepare and perform a wide range of texts with appropriate intonation, tone, volume and action so the meaning is clear. Learn a wider range of poetry by heart.
Core knowledge
· Texts can be annotated with performance notes.
· Speakers can combine tone, volume and actions to match the content of their speech so the meaning is clear.
Covered
	Skill
Prepare poems and plays to read aloud and perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume so the meaning is clear to an audience. Learn a wider range of poetry by heart.

	
	Comprehension – types of writing and conventions
	Skill
Identify some themes and conventions in a range of books.
	Skill
Identify the main themes and conventions in a range of books.
Core knowledge
· Each type of writing has key conventions that help you to identify it. For example, a biography is written in the third person past tense and includes names, dates and places in chronological order.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Discuss and compare the themes and conventions used in an increasing range of age-appropriate types of writing.
	Skill
Analyse and compare the themes and conventions within and across a wide range of writing.
Core knowledge
· Different conventions produce different effects on the reader. For example, powerful vocabulary choices in a poem can provoke a strong emotional response.
· Certain themes can be more impactful in particular types of writing. For example, peace and war could be explored to powerful effect in a poem.
Covered

	
	Comprehension – word meaning
	Skill
Explain the meaning of words based on the context, using a dictionary where appropriate.
Core knowledge
· A dictionary is a book or website that lists the words of a language with their meanings in alphabetical order.
· Contextual clues, such as the content and sentence structure, can be used to help you identify word meanings.
Covered
	Skill
Confidently explain the meaning of individual words, using a dictionary to check unfamiliar words and selecting the most appropriate meaning for the context.
Core knowledge
· When using a dictionary, you must select an appropriate definition of a word by looking at its word class and context.
· Some words have multiple meanings. For example, 'rock' can be used as a verb or a noun.
Covered
	Skill
Explore the meaning of words, including figurative language.
Core knowledge
· Figurative language uses devices such as metaphors, similes, personification and onomatopoeia to provoke a powerful response from a reader.
· A metaphor describes a noun or a verb by saying it is something else.
· A simile describes something by comparing it to something else using the words 'like' or 'as'.
· Personification gives a non-human thing human characteristics.
· Onomatopoeia is the use of words whose sounds are similar to the noise they refer to, such as 'bang'.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Analyse the meaning of words, including figurative language, and consider the impact of language on the reader.
Core knowledge
· Language choices can have different effects on the reader, such as those produced by emotive, persuasive, formal or informal language. For example, formal language can evoke a serious attitude in a reader.
Covered x 4

	
	Comprehension – understanding
	Skill
Check that longer texts make sense to them and talk about what they have read independently and important or new vocabulary.
	Skill
Check that longer texts make sense to them, confidently explaining their understanding and word meanings.
Core knowledge
· Discussion can enhance your understanding of a text or word's meaning.
· Explanations can be clear or confusing. Planning, sequencing and oral rehearsal can add clarity to explanations.
· A definition is a description of what a word means. Some words have more than one definition.
Covered
	Skill
Check that longer, more complicated texts make sense to them, clearly explaining their understanding and word meanings in context.
	Skill
Check that longer, more complicated texts make sense to them, explaining their understanding of what they have read in different ways, such as presentations or debates.

	
	Comprehension – retrieval
	Skill
Identify key details in a text in response to a retrieval question or research task.
Core knowledge
· A retrieval question asks you to find stated information in a text.
· A research task requires reading a text to discover information about a subject.
· Research findings and answers to retrieval questions should be relevant and accurate.
Covered x 3
	Skill
Retrieve and record information from age-appropriate fiction and non-fiction texts, deciding on an appropriate level of detail for their purpose.
Core knowledge
· Fiction texts are usually narratives organised into paragraphs.
· A narrative is a sequenced account.
· Non-fiction texts use organisational devices to help you to locate information quickly, such as headings, bullet points, boxes and tables.
· Skimming and scanning can help you to retrieve information from sections of fiction or non-fiction texts.
· Skimming is looking over a text quickly to get the gist without needing to read every word.
· Scanning is looking over a text quickly, line by line, to find key words.
· The level of detail required from a retrieval answer can dictate whether to record in sentence or note form.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Retrieve, record and present a range of information from fiction and non-fiction texts.
Core knowledge
· Non-fiction texts can give different information about the same subject, so you can learn more by reading more than one text.
· Facts may vary across texts, so reading a range of texts can help you to check the accuracy of the information.
Covered x 3
	Skill
Retrieve, record and present a range of relevant information from fiction and non-fiction texts, focusing on the evidence from the text.
Core knowledge
· Evidence cited from a text can be written inside inverted commas.
· Rereading the question and answer can help you to check the relevance of your information.
Covered x 4

	
	Comprehension – writer's craft
	Skill
Make simple comments about the language, structure and presentation of a text, including words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination.
Core knowledge
· The language of a text is its words.
· The structure of a text is how its sections are organised.
· The presentation of a text is how it looks on the page. Some words and phrases catch the reader's interest because they are precise, surprising, evoke an emotion or create an image in the reader's mind.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning in a text, including imaginative or precise words and phrases.
Core knowledge
· A writer chooses the language, structure and presentation of a book or text to suit their purpose, audience or type of writing. For example, instructions use precise, concise language. They are structured with headings, numbered steps and bullet points for ease of reading. They are clearly presented on the page, perhaps with an image for clarification.
Covered x 3
	Skill
Discuss the writer’s use of language, structure and presentation in a range of texts and how these contribute to meaning and effect.
Core knowledge
· Authors have different styles of writing.
· An author's style is their language and sentence structure choices.
· A fiction author's style can be tracked across their body of work.
· Publishers of non-fiction books use similar presentation and structures across a series of books.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Evaluate how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning and effect across a wide range of challenging texts, considering why writers have made particular choices.
Core knowledge
· Fiction and non-fiction texts can have language, structure and presentation choices that have different effects on different readers. For example, one reader might find long sections of text dull, while another finds them informative and interesting.
· Some authors use experimental language, structures or presentation to capture the reader's interest or make challenging information more accessible. For example, they might present complex instructions as a flow chart.
Covered x 2

	
	Comprehension – inference
	Skill
Draw inferences, such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, supported by some evidence from the text.
	Skill
Draw inferences, such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, justified with evidence from the text.
	Skill
Make inferences, such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, supported with specific evidence and distinguish between statements of fact and opinion.
	Skill
Make inferences, such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, including distinctions between fact and opinion. Justify them with detailed, targeted evidence and extended written responses.
Core knowledge
· An inference can be supported by more than one piece of evidence from the text.
· Evidence should be selected carefully so that it is concise and relevant.
· Evidence cited from a text can be written inside inverted commas.
Covered x 2

	
	Comprehension – predicting
	Skill
Make increasingly plausible predictions based on details stated in the text and their wider knowledge.
	Skill
Predict what might happen from details stated and implied in the text, giving some examples.
	Skill
Give evidence from more challenging texts to support their predictions, relying mainly on stated details.
	Skill
Predict what might happen in more challenging texts from details stated and implied.

	
	Comprehension – questioning and explaining
	Skill
Ask simple questions to improve their understanding of a text.
	Skill
Ask a range of questions to improve their understanding of an age-appropriate text, often trying to find more information to solve a problem for themselves.
	Skill
Ask a range of questions to improve their understanding of what they have read that are appropriate to the task, and give clear explanations and reasons for their views.
	Skill
Ask targeted, well-worded questions to improve their understanding of a text, giving focused explanations, presentations and detailed reasons for their views.

	
	Comprehension – structure and purpose
	Skill
Read books for a range of purposes that are structured in different ways.
	Skill
Read books that are structured in different ways, identifying a book's purpose.
	Skill
Read books that are structured in different ways and read for an increasing range of purposes.
	Skill
Read longer and more challenging books that are structured in different ways and read for an increasing range of purposes.

	
	Comprehension – reading widely
	
	
	Skill
Become familiar with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction and those from other cultures and traditions.
Core knowledge
· There is a wide range of books, including fiction, non-fiction and poetry. These categories have sub-categories, such as joke books, biographies, graphic novels and epic poems.
· A myth is a story that often tries to explain something about nature.
· A legend is an old, well-known story that may or may not be true.
· A traditional tale is rooted in real-life events and has been retold for many years.
· Modern fiction includes stories with contemporary themes, familiar settings and dilemmas.
· Many books featuring different cultures and traditions can broaden your knowledge of the world.
· Some books are translated into other languages.
Covered
	Skill
Make comparisons within and across books, including fiction from our literary heritage.

	
	Comprehension – recommending
	
	
	Skill
Recommend books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices.
	Skill
Recommend books they have read to their peers for a range of purposes, giving persuasive and detailed reasons for their choices.

	Writing
	Transcription – spelling – spelling rules and strategies
	
	
	
	

	
	Transcription – spelling – common exception words and frequently misspelt words
	Skill
Develop an increasing range of strategies to spell words that are often misspelt.
	Skill
Spell words that are often misspelt with increasing accuracy.
	Skill
Recognise words with so-called 'silent' letters and words that are often misspelt.
	Skill
Spell some words with so-called 'silent' letters and words that are often misspelt.

	
	Transcription – spelling – alphabet
	
	
	
	

	
	Transcription – spelling – prefixes, suffixes, morphology and etymology
	Skill
Add prefixes and suffixes with increasing confidence.
	Skill
Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them. Begin to use their knowledge of etymology to spell unfamiliar words with increasing accuracy.
	Skill
Use further prefixes and suffixes, along with their knowledge of morphology and etymology, to spell words.
	Skill
Choose appropriate spelling strategies depending on the context, referring to prefixes, suffixes, morphology and etymology where appropriate and understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learned specifically.

	
	Transcription – spelling – using apostrophes
	Skill
Use the possessive apostrophe to show singular possession and begin to use the possessive apostrophe for regular plural possession.
Core knowledge
· Apostrophes are used to mark plural possession. They go after the final s to mark regular plural possession, such as 'the girls' hats'.
· Singular proper nouns ending in s take an apostrophe and an additional s, such as 'Cyprus's beaches'.
Covered
	Skill
Use the possessive apostrophe correctly to show singular, regular and irregular plural possession.
	
	

	
	Transcription – spelling – homophones
	Skill
Recognise and spell an increasing range of homophones.
	Skill
Spell further homophones with increasing accuracy.
	Skill
Recognise age-appropriate homophones and other words that are often confused.
	Skill
Distinguish confidently between homophones and other words that are often confused.

	
	Transcription – spelling – dictations
	Skill
Write simple sentences from memory that have been dictated by the teacher and include words and punctuation taught in Year 3.
	Skill
Write simple sentences from memory that have been dictated by the teacher and include words and punctuation taught in Year 4.
	
	

	
	Transcription – spelling – dictionaries and thesauri
	Skill
Begin to use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling or meaning in a dictionary.
	Skill
Independently use a word's first two or three letters to check its spelling or meaning in a dictionary.
Core knowledge
· Dictionaries can be used independently during writing as a strategy for finding spellings and meanings.
· Dictionaries can be used independently at the proofreading stage to check spellings and meanings.
Covered
	Skill
Use the first three or four letters of a word to check its spelling or meaning, and use thesauri to find alternative vocabulary.
	Skill
Use dictionaries effectively to find spellings and word meanings, and use thesauri to choose appropriate synonyms.
Core knowledge
· A synonym is a word that has a similar meaning to another word. For example, 'delighted' is a synonym of 'happy'.
· An antonym is a word that has an opposite meaning to another word. For example, 'sad' is an antonym of 'happy'.
· A thesaurus contains a range of synonyms and antonyms.
· A dictionary can be used to check the specific meaning of synonyms found in a thesaurus to ensure the chosen word fits the context.
Covered x 3

	
	Handwriting – letter formation
	
	
	
	

	
	Handwriting – joining and legibility
	Skill
Write increasingly legibly and consistently, often using the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters.
Core knowledge
· Capital letters and numbers do not join. Descenders should not touch ascenders on the line below.
Covered x 3
	Skill
Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting.
Core knowledge
· Some joined handwriting can be read easily because the joining strokes are neat and consistent.
· Joining letters together helps you to write more smoothly, quickly and neatly.
· Downstrokes should be parallel and equidistant.
· A downstroke is when your pen moves downwards on the page.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed, choosing the most appropriate writing implement for the task.
Core knowledge
· Writing implements are useful for different tasks. For example, work to be displayed can be read more easily when it is written in pen.
Covered
	Skill
Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by choosing the appropriate letter shape and joining method where appropriate.
Core knowledge
· You can develop a personal handwriting style, such as writing upright or inclined letters.
· You can decide whether printing or joining is appropriate, such as printing a title on a poster.
Covered x 2

	
	Composition – audience and purpose
	Skill
Use simple organisational devices in non-narrative writing.
Core knowledge
· Non-narrative writing is not sequenced and often includes organisational devices.
· Organisational devices, such as headings and subheadings, help the reader to find information quickly.
· A heading is a title at the top of a text.
· A subheading is a word, phrase or sentence that is used to introduce part of a text.
Covered x 6
	Skill
Use a range of organisational devices effectively to structure non-narrative writing.
Core knowledge
· Some organisational devices reduce the need for lots of text, such as numbered steps, tables, diagrams, images and graphs. This enables the reader to understand lots of information or complex information quickly and easily.
· Numbered steps clarify the order in which instructions should be followed.
· A table is an arrangement of numbers or words in rows and columns.
Covered x 5
	Skill
Explore a range of organisational and presentational devices to structure texts that are appropriate for the audience and purpose of their writing, using similar writing as models for their own.
Core knowledge
· Presentational devices determine how a text looks on the page. They include font style, such as bold, italics and underlining, font size, colour and other techniques.
· Texts can be written for different audiences, such as young children, adults, clubs, novices and professionals.
· The content and style of a text are chosen to match the intended audience, such as using simple vocabulary and short sentences for young children.
Covered x 3
	Skill
Use a range of organisational and presentational devices effectively, adapting their text to suit the audience and purpose, selecting the appropriate form and using similar writing as models for their own.
Core knowledge
· A text can be adapted for different audiences and purposes. For example, the level of formality can be increased by writing in the third person, using the passive voice and making precise, ambitious vocabulary choices.
· Bullet points can be used instead of paragraphs to emphasise, simplify or condense a large or complicated body of text.
Covered x 2

	
	Composition – planning
	Skill
Plan, discuss and record ideas in notes on a planning sheet, using similar writing to learn from its structure and vocabulary.
Core knowledge
· A planning sheet is a given template with sections to help you plan your writing.
· You can include aspects of structure and vocabulary noted in similar writing, such as a model text, in your planning sheet.
· Writing in note form means not writing in full sentences and only including the main ideas.
Covered x 6
	Skill
Plan, discuss and record increasingly detailed notes on a range of given planning formats, using similar writing to support structure, vocabulary and grammar.
Core knowledge
· There are a range of planning formats, such as storyboards, story mountains, spider diagrams, mind maps and flow charts.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Choose the most appropriate planning format, and note and develop initial ideas effectively.
Core knowledge
· Some planning formats lend themselves to particular types of writing, such as spider diagrams for non-chronological reports and flow charts for explanations.
· Different writers might have preferred planning formats.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Make detailed notes on an appropriate planning format, drawing on reading and research where necessary.
Core knowledge
· Plans can be added to and amended as new research is carried out during the planning stage.
· Turning research into notes can help to create a clear plan and avoid plagiarism, which means copying someone's work without referencing it.
· Plans can be adapted as new ideas occur during the writing process.
Covered x 6

	
	Composition – sentences
	Skill
Orally rehearse and write sentences, making some choices about vocabulary and sentence structure.
Core knowledge
· Teacher modelling can help you to see the process of building sentences.
· Writing and editing on a whiteboard or in a draft book can help you to improve a sentence by replacing generic words for precise vocabulary choices and varying sentence structure.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Orally compose and write sentences, including dialogue, using increasingly varied and rich vocabulary and sentence structures.
Core knowledge
· Dialogue is a conversation between two or more characters.
· Using specific topic vocabulary can enhance a sentence.
· Using noun phrases, adverbials and conjunctions can lead to a wider variety of vocabulary and sentence structures.
· A phrase is a group of words that does not include a verb, such as 'the small, red fox'. * Phrases can be deliberately placed at certain positions within a sentence to vary the sentence structure, such as a fronted adverbial phrase.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Select increasingly appropriate vocabulary and sentence structures for the type of writing.
Core knowledge
· Certain sentence structures lend themselves to particular types of writing, such as beginning with imperative verbs in instructions or fronted adverbials in recounts.
· Present participles, verbs, adverbs, conjuctions and subordinate clauses can provide a variety of sentence openers.
· A thesaurus can help you to find precise or varied vocabulary to use in your writing.
· Commas and parentheses help you to structure your sentences clearly and avoid ambiguity.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Select appropriate sentence structures, grammar and vocabulary to change and enhance meaning.
Core knowledge
· You can change the tone of a sentence, for example, by using formal grammatical structures such as the passive voice and the subjunctive tense.
· Shades of meaning can be achieved by selecting vocabulary from a wide range of terms. For example, choosing from a sliding scale of adjectives and verbs and adding adverbs to state degrees of possibility.
· Precise punctuation choices can help you to be clear and unambiguous, such as colons, semi-colons, hyphens and dashes.
Covered x 6

	
	Composition – narrative
	Skill
Create settings, characters and plots in narratives, using inverted commas to punctuate direct speech.
Core knowledge
· A setting is a place where things happen in a story.
· A character is a person, animal or thing that speaks or does something in a story.
· A plot is what happens in a story.
· Narrative fiction can have more than one setting and plot.
· Simple narrative fiction often starts by describing the setting, introducing a character or characters then relaying events.
· Direct speech is a sentence or sentences relaying the exact words that someone has spoken.
· Inverted commas (' or ") are used to indicate direct speech.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Describe settings and characters in detail and create well-developed plots, using inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech.
Core knowledge
· Narrative fiction is a mixture of action, description and dialogue.
· Narrative fiction can begin with action, description or dialogue.
· Settings can be described in detail by referring to the five senses and using expanded noun phrases.
· Characters can be described in detail by referring to their appearance, actions, behaviour, personality traits and dialogue.
· Dialogue is a conversation between two or more characters.
· Plots can be developed by carefully planning to include a problem, small steps leading to a climax and a resolution.
· The correct punctuation of direct speech includes inverted commas, commas with reporting clauses, capital letters and end punctuation.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Recognise how authors have developed characters and settings, describe their own settings and use dialogue to convey character and advance the action.
Core knowledge
· Teachers' model texts and novels can be used to provide inspiration for developing characters and settings.
· Developing characters change over the course of a narrative. For example, a timid character could become brave.
· A setting can change over the course of a narrative. For example, it could change with the seasons.
· Dialogue can show a character's personality, thoughts and mood.
· Dialogue can use informal speech, such as contractions, dialect and colloquialisms.
· Dialogue, in the form of direct or reported speech, can move the plot along.
· Reported speech is one character telling another character a summary of what has been said.
Covered x 3
	Skill
Consider how authors have developed characters and settings in what children have read, listened to or seen performed. Describe settings, characters, plot and atmosphere using well-chosen vocabulary, integrating dialogue effectively.
Core knowledge
· The atmosphere of a narrative is its mood or tone.
· The tone of a text is the attitude put across by the narrator's words. For example, a narrator can appear omniscient, arrogant or friendly.
· The mood of a text is the feeling it evokes in the reader. For example, a dark, stormy night can evoke anxiety or curiosity.
· An atmosphere can be maintained by the use of well-chosen vocabulary. Integrated dialogue can speed up or slow down the pace of the plot.
· Key events in a plot can be foreshadowed by the earlier presence of an object or a character's actions.
· Plot elements can affect the atmosphere. For example, flashbacks and comedic sections can cause a contrast in emotional intensity.
Covered x 2

	
	Composition – drafting paragraphs
	Skill
Begin to group related ideas into paragraphs.
Core knowledge
· A paragraph is a way of grouping sentences about the same idea. Texts are organised into paragraphs.
· A new paragraph begins on a new line.
· Sometimes paragraphs are separated by leaving a blank line between them; other times, paragraphs are indented.
Covered x 8
	Skill
Organise sentences with the same theme into paragraphs.
Core knowledge
· A theme is an idea or message that a writer explores. Paragraphs can be planned around a theme before writing.
· Fiction tends to be written as a narrative, and non-fiction tends to be non-narrative, though there are exceptions. For example, recounts and autobiographies are non-fictional narratives.
· In narratives, a new paragraph often indicates a change of place, time, subject or event.
· Non-narrative writing is not sequenced and might include paragraphs under headings.
· A topic sentence is the first sentence in a paragraph of non-fiction. It states the main idea that will be expanded upon in the paragraph.
Covered x 5
	Skill
Use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within paragraphs.
Core knowledge
· Cohesion in paragraphs refers to the ways that parts of the paragraph link together.
· Cohesive devices include conjunctions, adverbials and pronouns.
· Paragraphs in non-narrative texts often begin with a topic sentence followed by evidence, examples or explanations to support the main point.
Covered x 6
	Skill
Link ideas within and across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices.
Core knowledge
· Cohesion refers to the ways that parts of a whole text are linked together, including the ways that paragraphs follow on from each other.
· A group of paragraphs can be about the same point in longer texts, but each paragraph adds new information and builds on previous paragraphs.
· Many non-narrative texts begin with an introductory paragraph and end with a concluding paragraph.
· An introduction states the purpose and main theme of a text. It can present the points that will be explored in further detail in the following paragraphs.
· A conclusion is a paragraph that often summarises the main points of a text or offers a final opinion.
· Cohesive devices include ellipsis, repetition and references to other paragraphs.
· Ellipsis is a device where words are intentionally omitted, such as answering 'I have' to the question 'Who has the bag?' instead of 'I have the bag'.
Covered x 5

	
	Composition – précising
	
	
	Skill
Succinctly write key information drawn from more than one paragraph, including some details that support the text's main idea.
Core knowledge
· The main idea of a text is the central theme or key point upon which the rest of the text hangs.
· Writing succinctly can be achieved in many ways, such as omitting descriptive language or paraphrasing lengthy sentences.
Covered x 3
	Skill
Précis longer texts, including the main details from the text in a succinct paragraph or paragraphs.

	
	Composition – evaluating and editing
	Skill
Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing, noticing some ways to improve the grammar, vocabulary or conventions of the type of writing. Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.
Core knowledge
· Checklists remind you of the grammar, vocabulary and conventions required for a type of writing.
· The effectiveness of a text can be assessed by checking whether it meets its intended purpose.
· Constructive feedback is a supportive way of celebrating success and giving advice about how someone can improve their writing.
Covered x 7
Skill
Proofread to check for errors in spelling, grammar, vocabulary and punctuation, noticing some errors and attempting to make appropriate corrections.
	Skill
Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing, suggesting and making changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences. Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.
Core knowledge
· Ways of maintaining consistency within a piece of writing include referring to model texts and checklists to ensure that all of the conventions have been covered and no inappropriate conventions have been included.
· If a pronoun could refer to more than one noun, rewrite the sentence so the meaning is clear. For example, in the sentences 'The hamster played with its ball. It was orange and black', it is unclear whether the colours refer to the hamster or the ball.
Covered x 7
Skill
Proofread to check for errors in spelling, grammar, vocabulary and punctuation, noticing and acting on an increasing range of errors.
	Skill
Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing, proposing and making changes to enhance the spelling, grammar, vocabulary and punctuation, including the correct and consistent use of tense throughout a piece of writing. Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.
Core knowledge
· Thesauri can help you to enhance a piece of writing by suggesting more precise or varied vocabulary choices.
· Checking that the writing suits its intended audience can improve its effectiveness. For example, a letter to a headteacher might presume a level of knowledge that a letter to a pupil would not.
· If the tense is inconsistent, decide which tense is most appropriate for the type of writing then amend the text to suit. For example, the sentence 'I am building a sandcastle when my friend knocked it down' is part of a recount that would read better in the past tense, that is, 'I was building a sandcastle when my friend knocked it down'.
Covered x 6
Skill
Proofread to check the spelling, punctuation and consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing.
	Skill
Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing, proposing and making changes to spelling, grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning, including the correct subject and verb agreement and choosing the appropriate register. Proof-read for spelling and punctation errors.
Core knowledge
· Writing techniques can clarify the meaning of a text and add extra impact to different types of writing. For example, repetition and summaries can clarify the main points in a persuasive text. Adding or removing detail or technical language can clarify meaning. If the subject and verb does not agree, rewrite the sentence so the meaning is clear. For example, 'she were excited' should be 'she was excited'. If the register is inconsistent, choose the level of formality required and amend the text to suit.
Covered x 10
Skill
Proofread to check the spelling, punctuation, degree of formality (register) and subject and verb agreement throughout a piece of writing.
Covered

	
	Composition – performing and presenting
	Skill
Read aloud their own writing with appropriate intonation, volume and speed so that the meaning is clear.
Core knowledge
· Volume can be manipulated to emphasise particular words or phrases. Characters in your writing can be brought to life by their particular use of volume, expression and speed of speaking.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Read aloud their own writing to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling their tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.
Core knowledge
· The tone of voice is how something is said, such as happily or aggressively. Projecting your voice makes it travel further. This can be achieved by speaking from the diaphragm while keeping your chin raised.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Perform their own compositions with appropriate intonation and volume and some consideration of movement.
Core knowledge
· When performing your writing, you can enhance the experience with other elements, such as movement, acting or music. Gestures can emphasise main points.
· Sound effects and choral speaking can bring poetry to life. Acting and following stage directions can make plays more realistic. Being interactive with your audience when performing your writing can help to maintain their interest.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Perform their own compositions effectively, using appropriate intonation, volume and movement so that meaning is clear.
Core knowledge
· Speaking with a dialect or accent can help bring your characters to life.
· An effective performance engages with the audience using a variety of techniques, such as manipulating the volume, speed, tone and intonation of your voice.
· Annotating your writing with performance notes can help you to plan your performance with the audience in mind.
Covered x 3

	
	Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation – grammar rules, concepts and terminology
	Skill
Apply the grammar rules and concepts, including when discussing them in their writing and reading, and use suitable grammatical terminology for Year 3.
Core knowledge
· A consonant letter vowel describes the letter y when it is used within or at the end of a word.
· An article is a type of determiner that includes 'the', 'a' and 'an'.
· A determiner specifies which noun you are referring to. Determiners can be articles, numbers or pronouns. 'An' instead of 'a' precedes a word beginning with a vowel.
· There are many word classes, such as noun, adjective, verb, adverb, conjunction, preposition and pronoun. A word's class depends on its job in the sentence. The same word can be different classes, such as 'I lock my bicycle', where 'lock' is a verb, and 'the bicycle lock', where 'lock' is a noun.
· A preposition is a word that is used before a noun or pronoun to connect it to the rest of the sentence.
· Inverted commas (' or ") are used to indicate direct speech. Inverted commas are also called speech marks.
· Direct speech is a sentence or sentences relaying the exact words that someone has spoken.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Apply the grammar rules and concepts, including when discussing them in their writing and reading. Use suitable grammatical terminology for Year 4, including choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition.
	Skill
Apply the grammar rules and concepts, including when discussing them in their writing and reading, and use suitable grammatical terminology for Year 5.
	Skill
Apply the grammar rules and concepts, including when discussing them in their writing and reading, and use suitable grammatical terminology for Year 6.
Core knowledge
· A synonym is a word that has a similar meaning to another word. For example, 'delighted' is a synonym of 'happy'.
· An antonym is a word that has an opposite meaning to another word. For example, 'sad' is an antonym of 'happy'.
· The subject of a clause is the person or thing carrying out the verb.
· The object of a clause is the person or thing that the verb acts upon.
· A semi-colon replaces a conjunction between two main clauses when the second clause is closely related to the first. For example, 'She likes milk; he likes water'. Semi-colons separate items in a list where the list items already contain commas.
· A colon is used after a main clause to introduce a list. For example, 'I have many toys: action figures, board games and balls'. A colon is used between two main clauses to introduce an explanation. For example, 'The wolf was hungry: he ate a pig'.
· Bullet points are used to separate items into a vertical list.
· Hyphens are sometimes used to form compound adjectives, such as 'full-time' or 'sugar-free'. A hyphen is used to avoid ambiguity, such as 'man eating shark' versus 'man-eating shark'.
· An ellipsis marks a pause, omission or unfinished speech or thought, such as 'Yes... no... I don't know'.
· An active voice follows this order: subject, verb, object. It is used to highlight what the subject is doing, such as 'I broke the window'.
· A passive voice follows this order: object, verb, subject, such as 'The window was broken by me'. It is used to highlight the effects of an action on an object and is often used in formal speech and language.
Covered

	
	Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation – sentences
	Skill
Express time, place and cause using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions.
Core knowledge
· A conjunction can express time, such as 'when', 'until' and 'next'.
· A conjunction can express place, such as 'where' and 'wherever'.
· A conjunction can express cause and effect, such as 'because', 'so' and 'therefore'.
· The same word can belong to a different word class depending on its role in the sentence.
· A preposition is a word that is used before a noun or pronoun to connect it to the rest of the sentence.
· Prepositions can relate to time, such as 'before', 'after' and 'at'.
· Prepositions can relate to place, such as 'by', 'on' and 'in'.
· Prepositions can relate to cause and effect, such as 'through', 'from' and 'for'.
· An adverb can express time, such as 'yesterday', 'now' and 'soon'.
· An adverb can express place, such as 'here', 'somewhere' and 'everywhere'.
· An adverb can express cause and effect, such as 'hence', 'thus' and 'consequently'.
· Words can belong to different word classes. For example, in the phrase 'before dinner', the word 'before' functions as a preposition. In the sentence 'I must get home before it rains', 'before' functions as a subordinating conjunction.
Covered x 4
	Skill
Use fronted adverbials and pronouns to vary their sentence structure. Use a wider range of conjunctions (if, when, because, although) to create sentences with more than one clause.
Core knowledge
· There are adverbs for addition, such as 'also', 'furthermore' and 'moreover'.
· An adverbial is a phrase that is used like an adverb.
· There are adverbs and adverbial phrases for contrast, such as 'on the other hand', 'whereas' and 'however'.
· A fronted adverbial is an adverb or adverbial phrase that comes before the verb, often beginning a sentence. It is followed by a comma.
· A pronoun is a word that replaces a noun.
· Personal pronouns represent people, such as 'I'/'me', 'you', 'he'/'him', 'she'/'her', 'we'/'us', 'they'/'them' and 'it'.
· A possessive pronoun replaces a possessive noun, such as 'mine', 'yours', 'his', 'hers', 'ours', 'theirs' and 'its'.
· There are a variety of coordinating conjunctions. The mnemonic FANBOYS stands for 'for', 'and', 'nor', 'but', 'or', 'yet' and 'so'.
Covered x 5
	Skill
Use adverbs and relative clauses to give more information.
Core knowledge
· A relative clause is a subordinate clause that refers back to a noun.
· Relative clauses begin with relative pronouns, such as 'who', 'that' and 'which'.
· Adverbs can express degrees of possibility, such as 'perhaps' or 'surely'.
· Adverbs can sequence events, such as 'firstly' and 'secondly'.
Covered x 3
	Skill
Use relative clauses with an implied or omitted relative pronoun.
Core knowledge
· Relative pronouns are often omitted from the beginning of relative clauses, such as 'This is the book I bought' instead of 'This is the book that I bought'.
Covered

	
	Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation – punctuation
	Skill
Use taught punctuation and new punctuation (inverted commas).
Core knowledge
· Inverted commas (' or ") are used to indicate direct speech. They are also called speech marks.
· Inverted commas go around direct speech.
· Direct speech is a sentence or sentences relaying the exact words that someone has spoken.
Covered x 6
	Skill
Use taught punctuation and new uses of punctuation (apostrophes for plural possession, inverted commas and commas after fronted adverbials).
Core knowledge
· Commas follow fronted adverbials, such as 'Firstly, open the box.'
· The end punctuation of direct speech is within the closing inverted commas.
· The first word inside the opening inverted commas begins with a capital letter unless it is a continuation of direct speech split by a reporting clause. For example, 'Come here,' she said, 'and explain yourself.'
· A reporting clause is a clause that shows someone has said something, such as 'she shouted'.
· A comma can follow a reporting clause at the beginning of a sentence. For example, She said, 'Come here.'
· A comma can follow direct speech before a reporting clause, such as 'Come here,' she said.
· Direct speech can be split by a reporting clause. For example, 'Come here,' she said, 'and explain yourself.'
· Direct speech can include a series of sentences. 'Come here. I need to see you,' she said.
· A new line is started each time a new person speaks.
· Apostrophes are used to mark plural possession. Apostrophes go after the final s to mark plural possession.
· Singular proper nouns ending in s take 's, such as 'Cyprus's beaches'.
· Apostrophes do not mark plural nouns.
Covered x 6
	Skill
Use taught punctuation and the new uses of punctuation (commas to clarify meaning; brackets, dashes and commas to indicate parenthesis).
Core knowledge
· Commas help to clarify meanings and avoid ambiguity.
· Ambiguity is when something can be understood in more than one way, such as 'Let's eat dad' and 'Let's eat, dad.'
· A parenthesis is a piece of extra information that is separated from the main part of the sentence. It is enclosed within brackets, dashes or commas.
· A parenthesis can come in the middle of a sentence or at the end.
· Brackets contain information that is secondary to that of the main sentence. For example, 'The teacher (who was strict) was late.'
· Dashes emphasise the information they enclose. For example, 'The teacher – who was strict – was late.'
· Commas contain information that is of equal importance to that of the main sentence. For example, 'The teacher, who was strict, was late.'
Covered x 7
	Skill
Use taught punctuation and new punctuation (semicolons, colons to introduce lists and mark boundaries between independent clauses, dashes, bullet points and hyphens).
Core knowledge
· A semi-colon replaces a conjunction between two main clauses when the second clause is closely related to the first. For example, 'She likes milk; he likes water.'
· Semi-colons separate items in a list where the list items already contain commas.
· A colon is used after a main clause to introduce a list. For example, 'I have many toys: action figures, board games and balls.'
· A colon is used between two main clauses to introduce an explanation. For example, 'The wolf was hungry: he ate a pig.'
· A colon is used to introduce bullet points that are preceded by a sentence stem or an independent clause.
· Bullet points are used to separate items into a vertical list.
· Bullet points must be used with consistent punctuation, such as no end punctuation or capitalising each item.
· A dash is used in direct speech to mark an interruption.
· Hyphens are sometimes used to form compound adjectives, such as 'full-time' or 'sugar-free'.
· A hyphen is used to avoid ambiguity, such as 'man eating shark' versus 'man-eating shark'.
· An ellipsis marks a pause, omission or unfinished speech or thought, such as 'Yes... no... I don't know.'
Covered x 5

	
	Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation – vocabulary
	Skill
Continue to use and identify expanded noun phrases, beginning to use some preposition phrases.
Core knowledge
· A preposition is a word that is used before a noun or pronoun to connect it to the rest of the sentence, such as 'in' or 'on'.
Covered x 3
	Skill
Use noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives and preposition phrases.
Core knowledge
· A preposition phrase begins with a preposition, such as 'with brown eyes'.
· A noun phrase may include a noun, adjective and preposition phrase, such as 'the cat with brown eyes'.
Covered x 7
	Skill
Use expanded noun phrases, identifying the adjective and preposition phrase that has been used to give more information.
Core knowledge
· A preposition phrase can give more information about time, such as 'at 3pm'.
· A preposition phrase can give more information about place, such as 'on the bench'.
· A preposition phrase can give more information about cause, such as 'by Tom'.
· There are four types of noun: proper, common, abstract and collective.
· A proper noun is a noun that functions as the name for a specific person, place or thing.
· A proper noun is always capitalised.
· A common noun is the generic name for a person, place or thing.
· A common noun is not capitalised unless it is at the start of a sentence or part of a title.
· An abstract noun is a noun that refers to an idea, state or quality that cannot be perceived directly with the senses, such as 'happiness' and 'adulthood'.
· A collective noun is a noun that refers to a group, such as 'flock' and 'crowd'.
Covered x 2
	Skill
Use and identify expanded noun phrases that convey complicated information concisely.
Core knowledge
· Noun phrases can be used to give concise, precise and unambiguous information, such as 'stylish dining room' instead of 'cool room'.
Covered x 4

	
	Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation – verbs and tenses
	Skill
Begin to use the present perfect form of verbs.
Core knowledge
· Verbs in the present perfect tense refer to actions that began in the past and continue into the present, such as 'I have played'. The present perfect tense is formed by the verb 'to have' followed by the past participle.
· The past participle is formed by adding the suffix -ed to a verb. However, some past participles are irregular forms.
Covered
	Skill
Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense.
	Skill
Use a variety of verb forms with increasing confidence, including the perfect form of verbs and modal verbs.
Core knowledge
· Modal verbs change the meaning of other verbs.
· Modal verbs can express degrees of possibility, such as 'will ' and 'might'; ability, such as 'can' and 'could'; permission, such as 'may'; obligation, such as 'ought' and 'must' and correctness, such as 'should'.
· Verbs in the past perfect tense refer to a past time point. They are always used with a second past time point, such as 'He had finished the game before I started.'
· The past perfect tense is formed by the past tense of 'have' (had) followed by the past participle.
Covered x 3
	Skill
Choose the appropriate verb form for different contexts, including active and passive verbs.
Core knowledge
· The subject of a clause is the person or thing carrying out the verb.
· The object of a clause is the person or thing that the verb acts upon.
· An active voice follows this order: subject, verb, object. It is used to highlight what the subject is doing, such as 'I broke the window'.
· A passive voice follows this order: object, verb, subject, such as 'The window was broken by me'. It is used to highlight the effects of an action on an object and is often used in formal speech and language.
· An active clause can become passive by turning the object into the subject and the subject into a preposition phrase. The passive voice contains the past tense of 'to be' (was), the preposition 'by' or 'at' and a past participle.
Covered

	
	Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation – formality
	Skill
Use standard English adverbs in their writing.
Core knowledge
· Standard English does not use an adjective where an adverb is required, for example, when describing a verb, such as 'he ran quick' instead of 'he ran quickly'.
· Standard English does not confuse pronouns, such as 'them' and 'those' or 'that' and 'what'.
Covered
	Skill
Use standard English verb forms in their writing.
	Skill
Use vocabulary and sentence structures that are appropriate for formal speech and writing.
Core knowledge
· Question tags are discouraged in formal speech and writing. Question tags are short questions at the end of sentences, such as 'isn't it?'
· Split infinitives are discouraged in formal speech and writing. A split infinitive occurs when a word is placed between 'to' and the verb, such as 'to boldly go'.
· Formal speech and writing do not use abbreviations, contractions, dialect words, colloquialisms or double negatives, such as 'I didn't do nothing'.
· Formal speech is often written in the third person.
Covered
	Skill
Use vocabulary and sentence structures that are appropriate for formal speech and writing, including subjunctive forms.
Core knowledge
· The infinitive is the word 'to' with the basic verb, such as 'to be'.
· Subjunctive verbs express something that is wanted or imagined in formal writing.
· The subjunctive verb is always the base form of the verb. It is not inflected to agree with the subject. For example, 'It is essential that she stand' instead of 'She stands'.
· The subjunctive verb usually follows a main clause and a 'that' clause.
· All subjects use 'be' or 'were' instead of inflected forms of the verb 'to be' in the subjunctive case. For example, 'If I were rich' instead of 'If I was rich'.
Covered x 2



