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Essex County Council

exploRE
Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

Islam  (  The Qur’an
	Statutory content from the programme of study for Key Stage 2 and learning objectives for AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning from religion)
	Some themes to which the content could be linked

	a)  The revelation of the Qur’an to the Prophet Muhammad

Key learning objectives – to enable pupils to:

· reflect on places where they can go to think quietly and to be at peace (AT2)
· appreciate the significance of the story of how the Qur’an was revealed to Muhammad (AT1)
· understand why Muhammad is important to Muslims (AT1)
· understand how the words of the Qur’an came to be recorded (AT1)
b)  The content of the Qur’an: it contains many people and stories found in the Bible, including stories about Jesus (Isa)

Key learning objectives – to enable pupils to:

· understand that Muslims treat the Qur’an with great reverence as they believe it contains the actual words of Allah (AT1)
· reflect on how they treat things that are special to them (AT2)
· understand the role of madrassahs in helping Muslims learn to recite the Qur’an (AT1)
· learn about the content of the Qur’an, appreciating that it contains many people and stories found in the Bible, including stories about Jesus (Isa)


	- Founders and leaders
- Key stories
- Life-changing experiences
- Special books and writings

- Beliefs and teachings



Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

ISLAM  -  THE QUR’AN
	Background notes for teachers
Teachers may wish to draw on some of the following information when enabling pupils to learn about the Qur’an. It is not intended that the subject matter will be presented to children as it appears below. It is intended that teachers will use a variety of pedagogies when teaching RE, and suggestions are provided on later pages.


a)  The revelation of the Qur’an to the Prophet Muhammad
· Muslims do not regard Muhammad as the founder of Islam. That honour belongs to Allah alone. Muhammad was the last and the greatest prophet of Islam: the person chosen to bring the final and complete revelation of Allah to the world.

· Muhammad received his first revelation in 610CE, when he was 40. He was a trader, living in the Arabian city of Makkah. He was known as al-Amin (the Trustworthy) and he was a respected member of the most powerful tribe in Makkah, the Quraish tribe. He was married to a wealthy widow called Khadijah (he had married her when he was 25). Together they had six children.

· Muhammad would often spend time alone thinking and praying in the desert. A favoured place was the cave of Hira on Jabal Nur (the Mount of Light). Khadijah was convinced that a great destiny awaited her husband and she never objected to him going alone into the desert.
· Muhammad had never received any schooling. He did not even know the Arabic alphabet. His activities as a trader, his family life and time spent in prayer meant that he remained completely illiterate. Muslims regard this as evidence that the revelations in the Qur’an are truly God-given.

· Muhammad received his first revelation from the angel Jibril (Gabriel) in the cave of Hira. The angel held out a scroll and commanded Muhammad to recite the words written on it. Muhammad stated that he could not read. The angel held him in a tight embrace and repeated the command. Again Muhammad said he could not read. The angel embraced Muhammad once more, squeezing him so hard he almost suffocated. For the third time, the angel commanded Muhammad to recite the words on the scroll. This time it was as though the words had been written on his heart, and Muhammad found that he was able to recite them. He then panicked and fled. Was it an evil spirit? Had he imagined it? Was he going mad? He heard a voice, “Muhammad, you are the messenger of Allah and I am the angel Jibril”. He stopped and looked up. The angel filled the sky. Whichever way he looked, there was the angel. When he arrived home, his wife Khadijah asked him what was wrong. He told her what had happened and recited the words from the scroll. Khadijah knew that such words could have come only from Allah and she recognised that Muhammad had been chosen by God to be His Prophet.

· Muhammad’s period of questioning and doubt lasted for about two years; but after that the revelations began again, continuing for the rest of his life.

· At first Muhammad did not make the revelations public. He shared them solely with his wife and friends. They recorded the words on anything that came to hand: “pieces of paper, stones, palm leaves, shoulder-blades, ribs, bits of leather”. In this way the words of the Qur’an, the holy book of Islam, were compiled.

· The night when Muhammad received the first revelation is called Laylat-ul-Qadr (the Night of Power). Laylat-ul-Qadr is celebrated towards the end of Ramadan, the month of fasting. Many families spend the whole night at prayer, either in the mosque or at home.

	( Complementary Christian content
· Many Old Testament figures (Noah, Abraham, Moses and various prophets) experienced revelations from God.


Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

ISLAM  -  THE QUR’AN
a)  The revelation of the Qur’an to the Prophet Muhammad
	Key questions related to AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning form religion)
	Suggested activities

(the initials KLE indicate that this is one of the ‘key learning experiences’ listed on page 87 of exploRE)
	Links with ‘aspects of experience’ (see exploRE pages 86-87)
	Links with other religions/curriculum areas/initiatives/etc

	AT2

- What are our special places?

- Where do we go to have a quiet think and to be at peace?

AT1
- Where did Muhammad go to think and pray?
AT1
- How was the Qur’an revealed to Muhammad?
- What sort of a man was Muhammad?
AT1

- Why don’t Muslims depict Muhammad?
- What does the word ‘Muhammad’ look like in Arabic calligraphy?

AT1
- How did Muhammad feel at different points in the story?
AT1
- How might episodes in the story help Muslims today?
AT1

- How were the words of the Qur’an first recorded?


	- Read out the following extract from The House at Pooh Corner by A.A. Milne: “Half way between Pooh’s house and Piglet’s house was a Thoughtful Spot where they met sometimes when they had decided to go and see each other, and as it was warm and out of the wind they would sit down there for a little and wonder what they would do now that they had seen each other. One day when they had decided not to do anything, Pooh made up a verse about it so that everybody should know what the place was for.

        This warm and sunny Spot


Belongs to Pooh.

         And here he wonders what


He’s going to do.”

- Read out the following poem by David McCord:

       “This is my rock,   And here I run   To steal the secrets of the sun;

        This is my rock,   And here come I   Before the night has swept the sky;

        This is my rock,   This is the place   I meet the evening face to face.”

- Have you got a special place where you go if you want to have a quiet think or you just want to be alone for a bit? Where do you do your thinking? KLE
- The children could draw and write about their own Thoughtful Spot. If you haven’t got one, where would be a good place to think or to be at peace? KLE
- Show the children photographs of the cave of Hira (easily found on the internet) on Jabal Nur (the Mount of Light) in the desert outside Makkah.

- Explain to the children that about 1,400 years ago (600 years after Jesus) in the city of Makkah in the land that we now call Saudi Arabia, there lived a man called Muhammad. The cave on Mount Hira was his ‘thoughtful spot’: a place where he could be alone and at peace, a place where he could think and pray.
- Tell the children the story of how the angel Jibril (Gabriel) first appeared to Muhammad and how the revelations began (see background notes above).

- Why did Allah choose Muhammad to be his prophet? He was a good man, highly respected and known as al-Amin (the Trustworthy).

- Show the children film clips about this (see ( under recommended resources below).

- The children could create pictures of the angel Jibril: with wings, surrounded by light, holding a scroll, filling the sky above the mountain. KLE
N.B. For the great majority of Muslims, any representation of Muhammad is regarded as sacrilegious. Children should therefore not be asked to draw pictures of Muhammad. However, in some traditions the Arab-style robes and headgear of the Prophet are shown but his body is invisible. Sometimes a cloth covers his face. This is an acceptable compromise.
- Explain to the children that in Islam, all representations of Muhammad are strictly forbidden (see box above). Explain that instead, calligraphy is a highly developed art form. The children could copy and decorate Arabic calligraphy showing Muhammad’s name (easily found on the internet):
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- Make a peaceful cave area in the classroom by putting together mats and cushions, use glittery material to show the presence of an angel.
- Use for the children to sit in while they listen to the story or as a place where groups of children can sit and reflect. KLE
- Children could make scrolls out of tea-stained paper. Ask children to write on them how they think Muhammad would have felt at different points (KLE):

· When he was praying in the desert cave
· When the angel held out the scroll, even though he couldn’t read
· When the angel held him tight
· When the angel filled the sky

· When rushing home to tell his wife about what had happened

· After being reassured by his wife

- Older children could be put into groups and given a set of statements that a Muslim might make about their feelings:

· “Today I felt stupid ...
· “Today I felt nervous ...
· “Today was full of doubt ...

· “Today I thought I was going crazy ...

- The children are then given the task of matching the above statements to a further set of statements illustrating how a Muslim might use the experiences of Muhammad to support them in their own life (KLE):

· ... but then I remembered how Muhammad, who could neither read or write, was able to remember the words of the Qur’an.”
· ... but then I remembered how the angel held Muhammad tight and it gave me courage.”
· ... but then I remembered how the angel filled the sky and it gave me faith in Allah.”
· ... but then I remembered how Muhammad’s wife reassured him and it made me realise I wasn’t going mad.”
- Explain to the children that when Muhammad told his wife and friends about the revelations, they wrote down the words on pieces of paper, stones, palm leaves, shoulder-blades, ribs and bits of leather.
- The children could find short quotations from the Qur’an on the internet (see ( under recommended resources below). They could choose one quotation to copy onto (a) flat stones or scraps of leather or (b) pieces of card cut into the shape of stones, palm leaves, shoulder-blades, ribs or bits of leather. KLE
- These could be made into a class display or placed in a reflective area.
	The self and being human

The natural world


	SMSC

Literacy

SMSC

Literacy

SMSC

Art & design

Literacy

Geography

History

SMSC

SMSC

Fundamental British Values

Art & design

Art & design

Design & technology

SMSC

SMSC

SMSC

Fundamental British Values

SMSC

SMSC


Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

ISLAM  -  THE QUR’AN

a)  The revelation of the Qur’an to the Prophet Muhammad
	Opportunities for assessment in relation to the non-statutory end of key stage statements for Key Stage 2 (see page 100 of exploRE)
	Some recommended resources

	The ‘suggested activities’ provide opportunities for pupils to:
- Express and communicate their own and others’ religious insights through art and design (for example, when creating pictures of the angel Jibril)

	( BBC film clips about why Muhammad was chosen by Allah and about the angel Jibril’s first revelation to Muhammad may be found here:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z9b9jxs (start at 1.20)
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zympvcw 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zv6sb9q 
( To find quotations from the Qur’an, key ‘quotations from quran’ into Google and go to Google images.



Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

ISLAM  -  THE QUR’AN
	Background notes for teachers

Teachers may wish to draw on some of the following information when enabling pupils to learn about the Qur’an. It is not intended that the subject matter will be presented to children as it appears below. It is intended that teachers will use a variety of pedagogies when teaching RE, and suggestions are provided on later pages.


b)  The content of the Qur’an: it contains many people and stories found in the Bible
· The Qur’an was revealed by the angel Jibril (Gabriel) to the Prophet Muhammad in classical Arabic over a period of 23 years. Because the Qur’an is believed to contain the actual words of Allah, it is regarded as the supreme source of authority. For Muslims, the Qur’an provides a complete understanding of the world and how we should live our lives. It is always treated with the greatest respect.

· It is often wrapped in a clean cloth.

· It is kept on a high shelf, above other books.

· Muslims wash their hands before touching the Qur’an.

· It is often placed on a carved wooden stand to be read. This is to ensure it does not come into contact with an unclean surface and to keep it above other books. The stand (called a kursi, meaning throne or chair) is cut from a single piece of wood which some Muslims say is a reminder of the oneness of Allah.

· Before reading the Qur’an, the reader must first say in Arabic, “I seek the protection of Allah from Satan, the Cursed One. I begin in the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Compassionate”.

· Some Muslims kiss the Qur’an after reading it and avoid turning their back on it.

· The Qur’an is written in classical Arabic, which is written from right to left (the hand moving towards the heart). Copies of the Qur’an are often beautifully decorated with intricate patterns and gold leaf so as to honour the words of Allah. Handwritten copies of the Qur’an are much prized.

· The Qur’an contains 114 surahs (chapters). The surahs do not appear in the order in which they were revealed to Muhammad. With the exception of the first surah, they are arranged according to their length, from longest to shortest.

· The first surah is called al-Fatihah (the opening). It is also known as ‘The Essence’ of the Qur’an. In copies of the Qur’an, the words of this surah are always beautifully decorated. They are recited at least 17 times daily during prayer. A translation reads as follows: “In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. All praise be to Allah, the Lord of all worlds, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind, Master of the Day of Judgement. You alone do we worship. From You alone do we seek help. Show us the next step along the straight path, the path of those who earn Your favour. Keep us from the path of those who earn Your anger, the path of those who go astray”.
· For Muslims, the Qur’an provides the authoritative guide for belief and living. It teaches people to believe in the oneness of Allah, to perform good deeds with good intentions and to respect others. It also contains many stories found in the Bible.
· Many of the people and stories in the Qur’an are also found (in different versions) in the Bible. The prophets Adam, Nuh (Noah), Ibrahim (Abraham), Yusuf (Joseph), Musa (Moses), Dawud (David), Suleiman (Solomon) and Isa (Jesus) all feature in the Qur’an. There are significant differences in the Qur’anic and Biblical versions of certain stories. For example, according to the Qur’an, the Prophet Isa (Jesus) was born of the virgin Maryam (Mary) and performed miracles but he was not crucified. Another man who looked like Jesus was killed instead.
· Isa (Jesus) is regarded by Muslims as a great prophet of Allah but he is not given the status accorded to Muhammad, the final prophet.
Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

ISLAM  -  THE QUR’AN
	Background notes for teachers (continued)


· It is widely assumed that Muslims interpret the entire Qur’an in a literal way. However, the Qur’an itself states: “Allah has sent down the Book. In it are verses, basic or fundamental, that form its foundation. There are others which are allegorical” (Surah 3, verse 7). So some verses of the Qur’an (the basic or fundamental verses that form its nucleus) are to be interpreted literally, while other verses are to be interpreted figuratively or allegorically. This means that much of the Qur’an is open to individual interpretation.
· Most mosques provide a madrassah (school) at which children learn the Qur’an. Sections of the Qur’an are recited until the words are memorised (the word Qur’an actually means ‘that which is read or recited’). Learning to recite the whole of the Qur’an by heart is considered to be an act of great devotion. In recognition of their achievement, someone who can do this may put the title Hafiz before his name or Hafizah before her name.

· Words from the Qur’an, beautifully presented, decorate homes and mosques. Calligraphy is a highly developed art form in Islam, which may be explained by the fact that in Islam representational art is generally seen as idolatrous. All representations of Muhammad and other prophets are strictly forbidden.

	( Complementary Christian content
· The Bible, believed to be the revealed word of God, is the holy book of Christians. It is the supreme source of authority for most Christians.


Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

ISLAM  -  THE QUR’AN
b)  The content of the Qur’an: it contains many people and stories found in the Bible, including stories about Isa (Jesus)
	Key questions related to AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning form religion)
	Suggested activities

(the initials KLE indicate that this is one of the ‘key learning experiences’ listed on page 87 of exploRE)
	Links with ‘aspects of experience’ (see exploRE pages 86-87)
	Links with other religions/curriculum areas/initiatives/etc

	AT2

- How do we treat objects that are special to us?

AT1 

- How do Muslims treat the Qur’an?

AT1
- Why are the pages of the Qur’an often beautifully decorated?
AT2
- Can we think of some special words and decorate them with beautiful patterns?

AT1
- What happens at the madrassah?

AT1
- What could you tell about a Muslim with the title Hafiz or Hafizah?

AT1

- What sort of teaching is found in the Qur’an?

AT2
- What are the things that guide us and keep us on track in our lives?

AT1

- What is a prophet?

- Which prophets are found in the Qur’an and the Bible?

AT1

- What similarities and differences are there in the accounts of Jesus/Isa found in the Bible and the Qur’an?

AT1
- What are the key elements of a religious life?


	- Ask the children to talk about any very special objects they have. Where/how do you keep your special objects? Do you do anything special to look after them? KLE
- Out of sight of the children, wrap a copy of the Qur’an in a clean cloth (preferably something like a silk scarf) and place it somewhere high up in the classroom. (See ( under recommended resources below for sources of the Qur’an. If you are unable to obtain a copy of the Qur’an, you could cover another book so that it resembles the Qur’an. Remember that Arabic reads from right to left, so the front cover of the Qur’an would be the back cover of a book in English.)

- Explain to the children that somewhere in the classroom is something that is very special to Muslims. Can you spot it? Explain that copies of the Qur’an are kept in a high place to show its importance.
- Take the Qur’an and make it look as though you are going to unwrap it. Stop yourself and explain that before touching this special object, you will need to wash your hands. Explain that Muslims feel the Qur’an is too sacred to be handled by dirty hands. Wash and dry your hands.

- Unwrap the Qur’an and make it look as though you are going to place it on a table. Stop yourself and place it on a wooden Qur’an stand (kursi). Explain that Muslims feel the Qur’an is too sacred to be placed on a dirty surface.
- Explain that although it looks as though the stand is made from two pieces of wood, it is carved from a single piece, a reminder of the oneness of Allah.
- Open the Qur’an. What do you notice? The front of the Qur’an corresponds to the back of books written in English.
- Show the children the opening chapter of the Qur’an, which is always beautifully decorated. This is known as al-Fatihah (see background notes above).
- The children could sit around the Qur’an on its stand and sketch it from different angles. KLE
- Show the children photographs of beautifully decorated pages from the Qur’an (easily found on the internet). Why are they decorated in this way? To honour the words of Allah.
- Can you see the Arabic word for Allah in the text? It looks like this:
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- The children could watch this BBC film clip about the art of the Qur’an: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z2kq6sg 
- The children could think of some special words that provide guidance for living, e.g. be kind, help others, show love, share a smile. They could write these words out in their best handwriting and surround them with patterns as found in the Qur’an. KLE
- Explain to the children that if they were Muslims they would be likely to attend a mosque school (madrassah) in addition to their normal school. At the madrassah they would learn to recite the Qur’an. Sections would be repeated until the words were memorised (the word Qur’an actually means ‘that which is read or recited’).
- The children could watch this BBC film clip about learning at the madrassah: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zrn34wx 

- Explain that learning to recite the whole of the Qur’an by heart is considered to be an act of great devotion. Someone who can do this may put the title Hafiz before his name or Hafizah before her name.

- The children could imagine they are Muslims and write a diary entry explaining how they felt on the day they finished learning the whole Qur’an by heart.
- Explain to the children that the Qur’an provides the authoritative guide for Islamic belief and living. It teaches Muslims to believe in the oneness of Allah, to perform good deeds with good intentions and to respect others.
- The children could watch film clips about how the Qur’an provides guidance for Muslims in their lives (see ( under recommended resources below).
- The children could draw a simple winding path. Ask them to write on/alongside it the things that guide them and keep them on track in their lives. Discuss similarities and differences in the children’s responses. Create a class path which could be used for display.

- Discuss the meaning of the term ‘prophet’ with the children (someone who interprets God’s will or tells us what God wants us to do). Explain that there are prophets in both the Qur’an and the Bible. Some of these are the same people. Their names are slightly different, the stories told about them are slightly different and they are viewed in slightly different ways.

- Put the children into groups. Give each group two sets of cards in two different colours. One set of cards has written on them the names of prophets found in the Bible (Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, David, Solomon and Jesus as well). The other set contains the names of equivalent prophets found in the Qur’an (Nuh, Ibrahim, Yusuf, Musa, Dawood, Suleiman and Isa). The children’s task is to match the names of the prophets.
- The children could draw two columns, one headed ‘Prophets found in the Bible’ and the other headed ‘Prophets found in the Qur’an’. They could enter the names of the prophets against each other.

- Explain that Jesus/Isa appears in the Qur’an as well as the Bible. The children could write out some of the things the Qur’an says about Jesus:

· He was born of the virgin Maryam (Mary). (The Bible agrees.)
· He performed miracles. (The Bible agrees.)
· He was not crucified. Another man who looked like Jesus was killed instead. (The Bible disagrees.)
· He was not the Son of God. (The Bible disagrees.)
- Explain that there are significant differences in the way Muslims and Christians regard Jesus/Isa. Christians believe Jesus was the Son of God. He was crucified and raised from the dead as the saviour of the world. Muslims believe Isa was a very special human being and he is revered as a great prophet of Allah. However, he is not given the status accorded to Muhammad, the final prophet.
- Use a Philosophy for Children (P4C) approach. Reflect back on the similarities and differences identified between the Quran and the Bible. Split the children into pairs or small groups. Give each pair/group a set of cards on which are written the following:
· Having a sacred book containing God’s holy law
· Having a leader to teach us and to provide an example for us
· Having stories that can be related to our own lives
· Having a place to worship
· Having ways to worship

· Having festivals to celebrate

- Ask the children to discuss which of these would be most important in following a religious life. The children could prioritise them in the form of a ladder or a pyramid: 3-2-1). Ask each pair/group to explain why they have chosen to organise the statements in a particular way. Give children a brief opportunity to discuss and then change the order of their statements after listening to others if they wish. Did anyone make a change after listening to someone else? Why? KLE

	Relationships and community

Right and wrong

The self and being human

Relationships and community


	SMSC
SMSC

Fundamental British Values

Art & design

SMSC

Fundamental British Values

SMSC

SMSC

Fundamental British Values

SMSC

Fundamental British Values

P4C




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

ISLAM  -  THE QUR’AN

b)  The content of the Qur’an: it contains many people and stories found in the Bible, including stories about Isa (Jesus)
	Opportunities for assessment in relation to the non-statutory end of key stage statements for Key Stage 2 (see page 100 of exploRE)
	Some recommended resources

	The ‘suggested activities’ provide opportunities for pupils to:
- Discuss religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own beliefs and those of others (for example, when considering what are the key elements of a religious life)
- Express and communicate their own and others’ religious insights through art and design (for example, when drawing pictures of the Qur’an on its stand)

	( Copies of the Qur’an and Qur’an stands can be obtained from the following artefacts suppliers:

· Articles of Faith  (http://www.articlesoffaith.co.uk/)

· Religion in Evidence  (http://www.tts-group.co.uk/)

· Starbeck  (http://www.starbeck.com/index.html)

( BBC film clips about how the Qur’an provides guidance for Muslims in their lives may be found here:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zxprk7h
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z6d2hyc
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zq4wmp3



1

