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Essex County Council

exploRE
Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

Christianity  (  The Teaching of Jesus
	Statutory content from the programme of study for Key Stage 2 and learning objectives for AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning from religion)
	Some themes to which the content could be linked

	a)  The parables and their meanings

Key learning objectives – to enable pupils to:

· understand the nature of parables and the reasons why Jesus used parables to teach people about God and how to treat others (AT1)
· retell some parables and identify the hidden moral or message contained in them (AT1)
· reflect upon messages contained in parables and consider their relevance for their own and others’ lives (AT2)
· reflect upon people who guide them in their own lives (AT2)
b)  The two greatest commandments

Key learning objectives – to enable pupils to:
· appreciate the importance of rules in life (AT2)

· understand the importance of the two greatest commandments and their implications for Christian living (AT1)
· appreciate how Jesus put the two greatest commandments into action in his life (AT1)
· appreciate why Christians have a particular concern for the poor, the sick, the disadvantaged and social outcasts (AT1)

· appreciate what it means to love and to be loved (AT2)
c)  Jesus’ teaching about prayer, including the Lord’s Prayer

Key learning objectives – to enable pupils to:
· understand the meaning and significance of the Lord’s prayer and why it is so important to Christians (AT1)
· understand the main forms/features of Christian prayer and the importance of prayer for Christians (AT1)
· learn about prayer in non-Christian religions and appreciate why some people do not pray (AT1)

· make links between their own experiences and the relationship that Christians have with God and Jesus (AT2)
	- Key stories
- Beliefs and teachings
- God

- Rules and morality

- Beliefs and teachings

- God

- Rules and morality

- Life changing experiences (Zacchaeus)

- Worship and prayer

- Beliefs and teachings

- Rules and morality

- God

- Special objects


Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE TEACHING OF JESUS
	Background notes for teachers
Teachers may wish to draw on some of the following information when enabling pupils to learn about the teaching of Jesus. It is not intended that the subject matter will be presented to children as it appears below. It is intended that teachers will use a variety of pedagogies when teaching RE, and suggestions are provided on later pages.


a)  The parables and their meanings
Where Jesus taught

· Jesus taught in many different places: anywhere where people could gather, where he could be seen and where his voice would carry. He taught in synagogues (Matthew 4.23), from hilltops (Matthew 5.1, 15.29), on level places (Luke 6.17), by the lakeside (Matthew 13.1, Mark 4.1), from a boat (Matthew 13.2, Mark 4.2), at wells (John 4.5) and in the Temple in Jerusalem (Luke 19.47).

Parables

· A favourite means by which Jesus taught was through short, pithy stories called parables. Parables use familiar events in familiar settings to convey a spiritual message. This was a common teaching method among the Jews at that time, and to invent parables was regarded as a sign of great wisdom. Each of Jesus’ parables contains one or more hidden truths that listeners are meant to discern for themselves, and they were intended to jolt the listener into seeing familiar things in a completely different way, turning one’s usual perceptions upside down.

· Parables are similar to fables, in that they contain a hidden moral or message, but there are fundamental differences between the two genres. Fables are fanciful concoctions usually featuring animals. The events described in fables could never really happen (hares do not as a rule challenge tortoises to running races!). Parables use people and scenarios in a realistic manner. They ring true because the events described in them are grounded in the realities of daily life.

· People enjoy listening to stories, and the fact that Jesus’ parables drew on things that were familiar to his audience meant that they spoke to them directly. Listeners were able to identify with the events described, and felt that Jesus understood them and their day to day concerns.

The parable of the good Samaritan

· The parable of the good Samaritan is found in Luke 10.30-35. The story tells of how a man travelling from Jerusalem to Jericho is attacked, stripped and beaten up by robbers. He is left half dead at the roadside. A priest and a Levite (a Temple official) each pass by on the other side of the road. Then a Samaritan approaches. When he sees the injured man, ‘his heart was filled with pity’. He dresses the man’s wounds, puts him on his animal (probably a donkey) and takes him to an inn. He pays the innkeeper to take care of the man.

· At one level the story conveys a clear message about human compassion; but in order to appreciate the full significance of the parable, it is important to understand that Samaritans were not regarded as true Jews. They were alienated and intensely disliked by the majority of Jews for the way in which they interpreted the scriptures and practised the Jewish religion. And yet it was the despised Samaritan, rather than the respectable priest and Levite who showed true kindness.

· Jesus told the parable when the question was put to him, “Who is my neighbour?” After finishing the story, Jesus asked, “Which of these three men acted like a neighbour to the man attacked by robbers?” On receiving the reply, “The one who was kind to him”, Jesus said, “You go then, and do the same”.

Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE TEACHING OF JESUS
	Background notes for teachers (continued)


The parable of the sower

· With a few exceptions, the gospels do not record Jesus’ explanations of the meaning of his parables. One parable that he did explain was the parable of the sower, which may be found in Matthew 13.1-9, Mark 4.3-9 and Luke 8.5-8. Here is Luke’s version of the story:

· Once there was a man who went out to sow corn. As he scattered the seed in the field, some of it fell along the path, where it was stepped on and the birds ate it up. Some of it fell on rocky ground, and when the plants sprouted, they dried up because the soil had no moisture. Some of the seed fell among thorn bushes, which grew up with the plants and choked them. And some seeds fell in good soil; the plants grew and produced corn, a hundred grains each.

· Jesus explained to his disciples that the story illustrates how different people receive his message. The sower is Jesus and the seeds represent his message (the word of God). Here is Luke’s account of Jesus’ explanation (Luke 8.11-15):

· This is what the parable means: the seed is the word of God. The seeds that fell along the path stand for those who hear; but the Devil comes and takes the message away from their hearts in order to keep them from believing and being saved. The seeds that fell on rocky ground stand for those who hear the message and receive it gladly. But it does not sink deep into them: they believe only for a while but when the time of testing comes, they fall away. The seeds that fell among the thorn bushes stand for those who hear; but the worries of this life crowd in and choke them, and their fruit never ripens. The seeds that fall in good soil stand for those who hear the message and retain it in a good and obedient heart, and they persist until they bear fruit.

The parable of the lost sheep

· The parable of the lost sheep is found in Matthew 18.12-14 and Luke 15.4-7. Here is Luke’s version:

· Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them – what does he do? He leaves the other ninety-nine sheep in the pasture and goes looking for the one that got lost until he finds it. When he finds it, he is so happy that he puts it on his shoulders and carries it back home. Then he calls his friends and neighbours together and says to them, “I am so happy I found my sheep. Let us celebrate!” In the same way I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine respectable people who do not need to repent.

· The explanation that Jesus provides at the end (‘there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine respectable people who do not need to repent’) reveals the meaning of the parable. The caring shepherd is God. The lost sheep is someone who turns away from God and falls into danger as a result. God will go after anyone who turns away from him and try to bring them back ‘into the fold’.

· The image of God as shepherd is an ancient one. Psalm 23 in the Old Testament extends the metaphor. According to tradition, the psalm was written by King David who had once been a shepherd boy. Here is the first part of the psalm: ‘The Lord is my shepherd. I have everything I need. He lets me rest in fields of green grass and leads me to quiet pools of fresh water. He gives me new strength. He guides me in the right paths, as he has promised. Even though I go through the deepest darkness, I will not be afraid, Lord, for you are with me. Your shepherd’s rod and staff comfort me.’

· Jesus also described himself as the good shepherd: “I am the good shepherd who is willing to die for the sheep” (John 10.11).

Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE TEACHING OF JESUS
	Background notes for teachers (continued)


The parable of the lost son

· The parable of the lost son (often referred to as the parable of the prodigal son) is found in Luke 15.11-24. The first part of the story tells of how the younger son asks his wealthy father for his share of his father’s property. He sells it, travels to a distant country and wastes the proceeds on reckless living. Famine comes and in order to survive, he is forced to take a job looking after pigs. He then realises the error of his ways, swallows his pride and goes back to his father to beg forgiveness. His father spots him when he is still a long way off and rushes out to greet him. He tells his servants to dress him in the finest robe and to put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet. He orders the prize calf to be killed for a feast to celebrate his son’s return.

· The meaning of the parable becomes clear when one asks who does the father and the younger son represent? The father is God. The younger son represents a person who takes all that God gives and wastes it. And what is the message? That if we waste what God gives us, we will suffer. But if we have the honesty to admit our mistakes and the humility to ask God to forgive us, God will do just that and welcome us back with open arms.

Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE TEACHING OF JESUS
a)  The parables and their meanings
	Key questions related to AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning form religion)
	Suggested activities

(the initials KLE indicate that this is one of the ‘key learning experiences’ listed on page 87 of exploRE)
	Links with ‘aspects of experience’ (see exploRE pages 86-87)
	Links with other religions/curriculum areas/initiatives/etc

	AT2
- Do we know any stories that contain a hidden message or moral?

AT1

- Why did Jesus teach using stories?

- Where do our ideas about God and how we should treat one another come from?

AT1
- Why did people listen to Jesus?
- What is a parable?

- Why did Jesus use parables?

- Can we explain how parables carry a spiritual message rather than being a literal retelling?

AT1

- Where did people go to listen to Jesus?

AT1
- How did Jesus capture and hold people’s attention?

AT1

- How can parables be used as the basis for a variety of learning activities?

AT2
- Who guides and helps us in our lives?

AT1

- What is the main message in the parable of the Good Samaritan?

AT2
- How would I like people to treat me when I am hurt or upset?

AT1

- How does Jesus want Christians to treat other people?

AT2

How do I keep myself safe?

AT2

- What groups of people in our society suffer from prejudice or are excluded?

AT1
- How do Christians put their beliefs into action?

AT1

- What is the meaning of the parable of the sower?

- How does Jesus use symbolism in the parable?

AT2

- How good a listener are you?
AT1

- What are the main messages and symbolism in the parables of the lost sheep and the parable of the lost son? 

AT2
- How does it feel to be ‘lost’ (literally as in the case of the sheep and figuratively as in the case of the son)?
- How does it feel to be safe again?
AT1/2
- What issues of a philosophical or moral nature are raised by the parable of the lost son?

AT2
- How do the characters in the parable of the lost son feel at different points in the story?

AT2
- What is ‘forgiveness’?

- What questions are raised by the issue of forgiveness?

AT1
- Why are these two parables important for Christians?

	- Consider stories or fables that with which children may already be familiar and discuss how they contain moral messages.

- Consider the reasons why Jesus used stories to spread a spiritual message. Discuss the benefits of putting a serious message in story form to help hearers/readers remember the message.

- Ask the children to write down their ideas about God and how we should treat one another. Where have you got your ideas from? KLE
- Explain that many of their ideas probably come from the teaching of Jesus. Telling stories was one way in which Jesus taught people about God and how we should treat each other.

- Ask the children how we know about these stories. Where would we find them? How were they recorded originally? What advantages or disadvantages are associated with oral retelling of stories? Make links to literacy and traditional tales.

- Discuss how Jesus used settings and situations familiar to people at that time to make the story relevant to them and easier to understand. For example, a shepherd that loses a sheep (Luke 15.4-6), seeds that grow into corn (Mark 4.26-29), a woman that loses a silver coin (Luke 15.8-9).

- Introduce the word parable and compare parables with fables:

· Parables and fables both contain hidden messages or morals.

· Parables are realistic. They are grounded in the realities of daily life. The stories could easily be true.

· Fables are fanciful concoctions. They could not really happen. They invariably feature animals that talk and act like human beings.

- Ask children to retell and explore any parables with which they are already familiar. Clarify their understanding.

- Children write their own simple fables or parables. KLE
- Where did Jesus go to teach people and tell them parables? Give children Bible references (see background notes for teachers above) and ask them to identify the variety of places that Jesus chose to preach from. What do these places have in common? Why did Jesus choose these places?
- Ask the children to read their own stories or story books with appropriate intonation and expression. What makes a good story teller? What qualities would Jesus have needed to hold the crowd’s attention?
- Activities relevant to all parables:

· Watch/read/hear parables. Look at artwork depicting a well-known parable and encourage the children to generate questions. KLE

· Explore or retell parables through: creative artwork, extended writing, role play, drama activities, hot-seating, story boards. KLE

· Design a front cover for a parable book and write a ‘blurb’ explaining why the story/stories are important. KLE

· Dramatise a parable and record as a film. Create advertising posters, leaflets or introductions describing why the film is important and the impact of the story. KLE

· Write character descriptions for the main characters.

· Write newspaper reports or diaries retelling the events in the first or third person. KLE

· Make links between the spiritual or moral message of the stories and the way that Christians behave and what they believe today.
- Make and decorate a story/book corner or parable corner/display which they could add to throughout the unit.

- Who do you turn to for guidance in your life? Parents, other relatives, friends, teachers, etc. Discuss this in pairs or small groups. The children could each draw a picture of someone who guides and helps them and write about this person.

- Read/watch/hear the parable of the good Samaritan (Luke 10.25-37) (see ( under recommended resources below).

- Using hot seating, interview the main characters and explore their reasons for acting as they did. Children could write a diary from the viewpoint of each character or film a news report about the incident interviewing the witnesses.

- Why did Jesus tell this story? What messages/morals was he trying to give? Discuss and compare the children’s ideas.

- Younger children could use the story as a vehicle to discuss friendship. How should a true friend behave when you are hurt, unhappy or lonely? KLE
· Write lists, posters or rules for being a good friend.

· Undertake extended writing tasks and stories about friendship.

· Write acrostic ‘friendship’ poems.

- Before telling the story, Jesus reminded the man who was questioning him of the commandment, “Love your neighbour”. Older children could discuss the difficult questions this raises:

· How easy is it to be nice to people that we do not necessary like?
· Should we be kind to people who do not show kindness to others?
· What did Jesus try to teach Christians about these situations?
- Has anyone surprised you by helping you? Discuss experiences when someone the children didn’t know well, or thought they may not like, has unexpectedly helped them. KLE
N.B.  It will be important to consider the issue of stranger danger and personal safety. Emphasise that it is not safe to approach strangers even if they are hurt. Discuss safe courses of action in such circumstances.
- It is significant that the man who helps the victim of the attack is a Samaritan. In Jesus’ day, Samaritans were not regarded as true Jews and were treated as social outcasts. They were intensely disliked for the way they interpreted and practised the Jewish religion. Ask children to identify groups of people who may suffer from prejudice or who are excluded today, e.g. the homeless, the elderly, the lonely, the poor, refugees.

- How do Christians try to help such people? Use the internet to research charities which try to reach out to these groups. One such charity is actually called the Samaritans. Why is it called this? Find out about the work of the Salvation Army in helping such people (see ( under resources below).
- Watch/read/listen to the parable of the sower (Matthew 13.1-9, Mark 4.3-9 and Luke 8.5-8) (see ( under recommended resources below).

- Write statements about people’s reaction to hearing Jesus’ teachings and match them to the story.

- Explore the symbolism in the parable:

· Who is the sower?

· What do the seeds represent?
· What do the different types of ground represent?
· Can you find any other examples of symbolism in the story?
- Are you a good listener? Play games which involve listening skills. How much can you recall when you are told something?
- Give children verbal instructions and see if they can recall the instructions and follow the task. Discuss how easy or difficult it can be to really listen and understand. Consider how we sometimes have to hear the same message several times, or be told it in different ways, before we understand. Relate this to Jesus’ use of parables to help Christians understand God’s message.

- Find the parable of the lost sheep (Matthew 18.12-14 or Luke 15.4-7) and the parable of the lost son (Luke15.11-24) in the Bible. Compare with online animations (see ( and ( under recommended resources below).

- The stories could be acted out through role play. In the parable of the lost sheep, the shepherd could ask other shepherds if they have seen his sheep
- Discuss the main messages and symbolism in each of these parables:

· In the parable of the lost sheep, God is the good shepherd celebrating the return of the lost sheep, representing a person who has turned away from and then returned to God.
· In the parable of the lost son, God is the father who forgives and welcomes back the son who has gone away and returned.

- Sensitively recall any situations when the children were lost either literally or figuratively (e.g. when they were given a task they couldn’t complete or felt alone in a crowd). KLE
- Recall the emotions they felt at that time and the emotions they felt when they were safe again. Discuss the emotions of others who were concerned about them. KLE
- Use the parable of the lost son as the basis for a ‘Philosophy for Children’ (P4C) activity (see ( under recommended resources below), with the children asking questions of one/more of the characters and/or of the story itself. Discuss the questions raised by the children. KLE
- Create a story board and a feelings chart for each character in the parable of the lost son. The feelings chart could take the form of a line graph, with the vertical axis representing feelings (negative feelings increasing downwards, positive feelings increasing upwards) and the horizontal axis marking key events in the story (father tells sons they are going to inherit, father gives share of inheritance to younger son, younger son goes on a spending spree and becomes very popular, younger son runs out of money and his ‘friends’ desert him, etc). There should be three lines across the graph, each a different colour to represent the different characters.

- Discuss the issue of forgiveness through questions such as:

· What does it mean to forgive someone?

· Why did the father in the story forgive his son?

· Is it good to forgive?

· Is it easy to forgive?

· Should we always forgive?

· What if the person who has wronged us is not sorry?
· Do we sometimes need to forgive ourselves?
- Why are the parables of the lost sheep and the lost son so important to Christians? Christians believe God does not give up on people and will always forgive those who are truly sorry.


	Right and wrong

Big questions

Right and wrong

Relationships and community

The self and being human

The self and being human
Relationships and community

The self and being human

Relationships and community

Right and wrong

Relationships and community

Right and wrong

The self and being human

The self and being human

The self and being human
Relationships and community

The self and being human

Relationships and community

Right and wrong


	Literacy

SMSC

Fundamental British Values
SMSC

Literacy 

Literacy

Literacy

Literacy
Literacy

Art & design

Drama

Computing

SMSC
Design & technology
Art & design
Literacy
Literacy

Literacy

Literacy

Citizenship

Fundamental British Values

Literacy

Speaking and listening

Literacy

Drama

PSHE

P4C
PSHE

Maths

SMSC

SMSC




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE TEACHING OF JESUS
a)  The parables and their meanings
	Opportunities for assessment in relation to the non-statutory end of key stage statements for Key Stage 2 (see page 100 of exploRE)
	Some recommended resources

	The ‘suggested activities’ provide opportunities for pupils to:
- Raise and suggest answers to questions of morality and values (for example, by asking whether they should always come to the aid of those in trouble).
- Discuss and consider why some people have religious beliefs and why some people reject religion or have no religion (for example, by discussing why Jesus tells people to love their neighbours while God allows suffering to exist).
- Discuss religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own beliefs and those of others (for example, by asking whether they agree with the father in celebrating the return of the prodigal son).
- Express and communicate their own and others’ religious insights through art and design, music, dance, drama and computing (for example, by retelling parables in a variety of ways).

	(  An animated version of the parable of the good Samaritan may be found here:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zcyr87h
(  The Salvation Army provides a range teaching resources which explain their work in the community:  http://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/schools/community
(  An illustrated retelling of the parable of the sower may be found here:  http://request.org.uk/restart/2014/12/04/story-time-the-seed-sower/
(  An illustrated retelling of the parable of the lost sheep may be found here:  http://request.org.uk/restart/2014/12/30/story-time-the-lost-coin-and-the-lost-sheep/
(  A dramatised version of the parable of the lost son may be found here:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zfxn34j
(  Information about Philosophy for Children (P4C) may be found here:  http://p4c.com/
The following website provides films and articles relating to different parables: http://request.org.uk/restart/  (Enter the name of the parable into the search engine.)
The International Children’s Bible is recommended for use with children. This is not a re-telling of Bible stories for children by adult authors but an accurate translation of the whole Bible from the original Hebrew and Greek in simple language for children.




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE TEACHING OF JESUS
	Background notes for teachers

Teachers may wish to draw on some of the following information when enabling pupils to learn about the teaching of Jesus. It is not intended that the subject matter will be presented to children as it appears below. It is intended that teachers will use a variety of pedagogies when teaching RE, and suggestions are provided on later pages.


b)  The two greatest commandments
· When Jesus was asked, “Which commandment is the most important of all?”, he quoted the opening words of the Shema, the most important prayer in Judaism. The words are found in the Old Testament, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength” (Deuteronomy 6.5). Jesus went on to say, “The second most important commandment is this: ‘Love your neighbour as you love yourself.’ There is no other commandment more important than these two” (Mark 12.28-31).
· The words ‘love your neighbour as you love yourself’ are closely related to the Golden Rule. This is a universal moral maxim, versions of which are found in all the world’s major religions and in Humanism. It can be summarised in the expression, “Do as you would be done by”. This closely echoes some other words of Jesus, “Do for others what you want them to do for you” (Matthew 7.12, Luke 6.31).
· For Christians, love is the most important human quality, exemplified in the way that Jesus sacrificed everything, including his life, for others. Jesus expressed it in these words: “My commandment is this: love one another, just as I love you. The greatest love a person can have for his friends is to give his life for them” (John 15.12-13).

· When Jesus was asked, “Who is my neighbour?”, he responded by telling the parable of the good Samaritan (see above). The parable illustrates Jesus’ particular concern with social outcasts.

· One group of people who were detested by the Jewish population were those who collected taxes on behalf of their Roman oppressors. Jesus chose the tax collector Matthew as one of his disciples (Mathew 9.9, Mark 2.13-14, Luke 5.27-28) and he invited himself to stay with Zacchaeus, a tax collector who was transformed by his meeting with Jesus (Luke 19.1-10).

· Jesus shocked a Pharisee by allowing a woman who ‘lived a sinful life’ to anoint his feet with perfume (Luke 7.36-39). He would also have caused anger when he saved a woman who committed adultery from being stoned (John 8.2-11).

· Jesus often made a point of eating and drinking with social outcasts, such as tax collectors and other outcasts (Matthew 9.10, Mark 2.15), a leper (Matthew 26.6-7, Mark 14.3) and a Samaritan woman (John 4.5ff). When Jesus was eating at the home of a Pharisee, he told his host: “When you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind” (Luke 14.13).

· In a powerful passage in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus is quoted as saying the following: “Happy are you poor; the Kingdom of God is yours! Happy are those who are hungry now; you will be filled! Happy are you when people hate you, reject you, insult you and say that you are evil. Be glad when that happens, and dance for joy, because a great reward is kept for you in heaven” (Luke 6.20-23).

· According to the Gospels, Jesus also performed many healing miracles, curing people of both physical and mental conditions.

· In response to the teaching and example of Jesus, many individual Christians have shown great concern for the poor, the sick, the disadvantaged and social outcasts.
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CHRISTIANITY  -  THE TEACHING OF JESUS
b)  The two greatest commandments
	Key questions related to AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning form religion)
	Suggested activities

(the initials KLE indicate that this is one of the ‘key learning experiences’ listed on page 87 of exploRE)
	Links with ‘aspects of experience’ (see exploRE pages 86-87)
	Links with other religions/curriculum areas/initiatives/etc

	AT2

- Why do we need rules?
AT2
- Can I think of ten rules for living? Can I evaluate these?
- Is there one rule for living we can all agree on?
AT1
- What rules are there in non-Christian religions and Humanism?

AT2
- What rules are needed in today’s world?
AT1
- What according to Jesus are the two greatest commandments?

AT2
- What would your own greatest commandment be?
AT1
- What does the Bible tell us about ways in which Jesus showed love for others, especially social outcasts?
AT1

- What does the story of Zacchaeus tell us about how Jesus could change people’s lives?

AT2

- What turning points have there been in your own life?

AT1

- What have some Christians done to put Jesus’ commandments into practice?

AT1

- What was Jesus getting at when he told us to love our neighbours and to invite to dinner the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind?
AT2

- How does it feel to be treated with love or kindness?

- When have I been kind or helpful?

- How could I help or be kind to others?
AT2
- How do I like to be treated by others?

AT2

- What would I do when ...?

AT1

What did Jesus teach Christians to do when ...?

AT2

What qualities do I admire in people?

AT2
- Is it always right to help others?

	- Consider the importance of rules. Discuss what would happen if we didn’t have rules in the school or in our community. KLE
- Remind children of the Ten Commandments in the Bible. Ask them to make a list of ten rules for living and rank them from the most to the least important. Give reasons for your choices. Discuss how easy it was to decide. Compare your own decisions with those of others. Is there one rule for living we can all agree on? KLE
- Use the internet/information books to research rules, duties or obligations in non-Christian religions and Humanism, e.g. the Five Precepts in Buddhism, the Five Pillars of Faith in Islam, the rules of the Khalsa in Sikhism, the Golden Rule in Humanism. Are there common themes? What are the similarities/differences?
- Make a booklet illustrating the key ‘rules’ of each religion and Humanism.
- Write a set of rules/laws for today’s world. Explain why these rules are important. Do these modern rules have things in common with sets of religious rules going back hundreds/thousands of years? Are other children’s rules similar or very different? KLE
- According to Jesus (see Mark 12.30-31), the two greatest commandments were (in summary) love God and love your neighbour.
- Discuss and draw cartoons/pictures or write explanatory texts to answer the question: What is love? KLE

- Can these two commandments be rewritten in a modern way? Write a poem or song which expresses the two greatest commandments. KLE

- Think of your own greatest commandment for living. Make a poster to illustrate it. KLE

- How did Jesus put the words ‘love your neighbour’ into action? Children look up Bible passages showing how Jesus went out of his way to mix with and befriend social outcasts, including:
· hated tax collectors such as Matthew who became his disciple (Matthew 9.9), Zacchaeus to whose house he invited himself (Luke 19.1-10) and others with whom he ate (Matthew 9.10)
· ‘sinful’ women such as the woman who anointed his feet with perfume (Luke 7.36-39) and the woman he saved from stoning (John 8.2-11)
· people suffering from leprosy such as Simon (Matthew 26.6)
· Samaritans such as the woman at the well (John 4.5ff)
Why did Jesus socialise with such people?
- Watch/read/listen to the story of Zacchaeus the tax collector (see ( under recommended resources below). What effect did meeting Jesus have on Zacchaeus? What caused this sudden and dramatic change?

- Make models/draw pictures of Zacchaeus up the tree and add speech bubbles for onlookers and other participants.

- Write a character description of Zacchaeus before and after meeting Jesus. KLE
- Use drama/hot seating/interview techniques/freeze framing to explore the feelings of those involved. KLE

- Has anything ever happened to you that has had a big impact on you or changed you? Discuss/write about any turning points in your own life. KLE

- Give examples of Christians who have tried to live their lives loving God and loving other people, particularly the needy (e.g. Chad Varah who founded the Samaritans, William Booth who founded the Salvation Army, Mother Teresa of Calcutta). Research them on the internet and present findings. How have the teachings of Jesus influenced their lives? KLE

- Use the following sayings of Jesus as a ‘Philosophy for Children’ (P4C) activity (see ( under recommended resources below), with each child/pair of children suggesting meanings for:

· “Love your neighbour” (Mark 12.31)
· “When you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind” (Luke 14.13)
What was Jesus getting at? How serious was he when he said these words?
- How do we feel when a person treats us with love or kindness? Share the children’s responses.
- Younger children could identify an occasion when they were kind or helpful to someone else (a friend, family member, a classmate, etc).
- Older children could generate ideas for helping or being kind to others, such as listening to younger children read or ensuring that all children are included in a game. KLE

- In pairs/small groups, ask the children to reflect on and discuss how they would like to be treated when they feel sick, lonely, without friends, not liked.

- Ask the pairs/small groups to choose some of these situations and illustrate how they would like to be treated either in pictures or through role play. KLE

- Give children a range of scenarios and ask ‘What would you do?’ in this situation and ‘What did Jesus teach Christians to do?’
- Children make a list of human qualities they admire, e.g. kindness, compassion, sympathy, empathy.

- Children discuss each one and give examples of when they have experienced it. Make posters to promote them or use creative art techniques to illustrate examples. KLE

- Older children could discuss difficult questions such as:
· Who do we have a responsibility to help?
· Are there people who we should not help?
· Should we help people who do not help themselves?
· Why should we help others?

· Are religious people more likely to help others than non-religious people?
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Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE TEACHING OF JESUS
b)  The two greatest commandments
	Opportunities for assessment in relation to the non-statutory end of key stage statements for Key Stage 2 (see page 100 of exploRE)
	Some recommended resources

	The ‘suggested activities’ provide opportunities for pupils to:
- Raise and suggest answers to questions of morality and values (for example, by discussing our responsibility to help others).
- Discuss religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own beliefs and those of others (for example, by discussing whether it is always right to help others).
- Express and communicate their own and others’ religious insights through computing (for example, by presenting research findings on Christians such as Chad Varah, William Booth and Mother Teresa of Calcutta).

	(  An animated version of the story of Jesus and Zacchaeus may be found here:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z7kq6sg
(  Information about Philosophy for Children (P4C) may be found here:  http://p4c.com/
A simple introduction to the two greatest commandments and their implications may be found here:  http://request.org.uk/issues/morality-and-ethics/introduction-to-christian-ethics/ 

The International Children’s Bible is recommended for use with children. This is not a re-telling of Bible stories for children by adult authors but an accurate translation of the whole Bible from the original Hebrew and Greek in simple language for children.




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE TEACHING OF JESUS
	Background notes for teachers

Teachers may wish to draw on some of the following information when enabling pupils to learn about the teaching of Jesus. It is not intended that the subject matter will be presented to children as it appears below. It is intended that teachers will use a variety of pedagogies when teaching RE, and suggestions are provided on later pages.


c)  Jesus’ teaching about prayer, including the Lord’s Prayer
Jesus’ teaching about prayer

· For Jesus, prayer was not for public show. It was an essentially private and personal activity: “When you pray, do not be like the hypocrites! They love to stand up and pray in the houses of worship or on the street corners, so that everyone will see them … When you pray, go to your room, close the door, and pray to your Father, who is unseen. And your Father, who sees what you do in private, will reward you” (Matthew 6.6).

Jesus’ use of the term Abba for Father

· Jesus used the Aramaic word Abba when speaking to and about God. Abba is translated as Father, but it has been pointed out that the more intimate term Daddy might be more true to the spirit of the original. Abba was a familiar term used by children when speaking to or about their father. That Jesus chose to use it shows that the nature of his relationship with God was a very close personal one.

The Lord’s Prayer

· The prayer that Jesus taught his followers, and that Christians the world over still regularly use, is known as the Lord’s Prayer. In the Bible it may be found in Matthew 6.9-13 and Luke 11.2-4. This is the modern-day version used in the Church of England:

· Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come, your will be done,

On earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours

Now and for ever. Amen.
Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE TEACHING OF JESUS
c)  Jesus’ teaching about prayer, including the Lord’s Prayer
	Key questions related to AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning form religion)
	Suggested activities

(the initials KLE indicate that this is one of the ‘key learning experiences’ listed on page 87 of exploRE)
	Links with ‘aspects of experience’ (see exploRE pages 86-87)
	Links with other religions/curriculum areas/initiatives/etc

	AT2
- Who do I trust with my concerns and worries?
AT1
- How do Christians see God and Jesus?
- Why do Christians pray?
AT1
- What is the Lord’s Prayer and why is it so important for Christians?
- Can I understand and explain the Lord’s Prayer?
AT1
- What are some of the main forms of Christian prayer?
AT1
- What are the main features of Christian prayer?
AT1

- What sort of places are suitable for prayer?

AT1

- What can we find out about prayer in non-Christian religions?

- Why don’t some people pray?

- Does God always answer prayers?
AT1
- Can we write a class/school prayer?


	- Ask the children who they talk to when they are feeling sad and worried or excited and pleased. Identify the qualities of the people they talk to and trust. Develop understanding of how important these people are and the importance of sharing worries and feelings. How do they feel after they have spoken to someone? Collect vocabulary to describe their feelings. KLE
- Make posters and drawings to explain and promote the benefits of sharing worries with trusted people and talking about their problems. KLE

- Reflect upon caring and positive relationships in their own lives. Draw pictures of people who are important to them. KLE

- Younger children could listen to or watch the story of ‘Aldo’ by John Burningham (see ( under recommended resources below). The story tells of a lonely girl and her imaginary friend, who is always there to provide companionship and comfort when needed. Do you have someone like Aldo in your life?

- Explain that for Christians, God is like a good, loving, caring parent and Jesus is like a good, loving, caring friend.

- How do Christians ‘talk’ to God? One way is through prayer. As an introduction to Christian prayer, show children the BBC film clip entitled ‘Prayer in Christianity’ (see ( under recommended resources below).
- Discuss how prayer can bring comfort or hope to Christians, making links with above activities.
- What is the most important prayer for Christians. Why is it so important? Read about the Lord’s Prayer in the Bible (Matthew 6.9-13). This is the prayer that Jesus taught his followers. Discuss its importance for all Christians.
- The prayer begins with the words, “Our Father”. What does this tell you about the relationship that Christians have with God?
- Listen to the Lord’s Prayer being sung (there are several versions on YouTube) and then compose your own musical accompaniment. Sing the words of the Lord’s Prayer to the music.
- Watch RE Quest: ‘Jesus’ teaching about prayer’ (see ( under recommended resources below). Are there any words you haven’t come across before? Discuss the terminology.
- Using the modern-day version used by the Church of England (see teachers’ background notes above), learn the Lord’s Prayer by heart.

- Write a child friendly version or a modern version of the Lord’s Prayer and decorate it for display.
- Work in pairs or small groups to discuss which images come to mind when the children hear each phrase of the Lord’s Prayer. Do drawings to match the words. Invite the groups to share their work. This will help to draw out the meaning of the prayer. Give children freedom to explore and be creative.
- Divide the children into groups and give each group a card with a section of the Lord’s Prayer written on it. Enable the children to use actions, movement or dance to illustrate the words on each card.

- Children could create a PowerPoint presentation illustrating/explaining each idea contained in the Lord’s Prayer. KLE

- Which section of the Lord’s Prayer do you consider the most important? Copy out the section and decorate it for display. Explain why you have chosen this section.

- Create artwork/collage/painting to represent the meaning of the Lord’s Prayer. Each child or group could focus on one area and then the results could be combined into a class display. KLE

- Ask the children to divide a piece of paper into four quarters and in each section to draw/write the following:

1) Something for which you are grateful
2) Something you find wonderful or amazing

3) Someone that needs help
4) Something you feel bad about or wished you had done better
- Explain that these illustrate four different kinds of Christian prayer:

1) Thanksgiving
2) Adoration

3) Petition/supplication (asking God to help oneself or someone else)
4) Confession (asking for forgiveness)
- Write your own prayer sentences for each of the above:

1) I thank you for ...
2) I praise you for ...

3) I ask you to help ...

4) Forgive me for ...
- Which of these four types of prayer can you find in the words of the Lord’s Prayer? The Lord’s Prayer includes adoration (‘hallowed be your name’, ‘the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever’); petition and supplication (‘give us today our daily bread’, ‘lead us not into temptation’, ‘deliver us from evil’); and confession (‘forgive us our sins’).
- Children could engage with a range of information in response to questions about Christian prayer. This could be done by inviting a Christian into school to talk about prayer or by enabling children to carry out their own research using the internet and/or information books. The Barnabas in Schools website contains helpful information about Christian prayer (see ( under recommended resources below). KLE
· What different types of Christian prayer are there? Private prayer, public prayer, prayer during church services, prayer meetings, prayers led by Church Ministers, prayers led by members of the congregation, etc.
· How do Christians pray? In different ways. Sometimes quietly, sometimes noisily with singing, hand clapping and arms raised.
· What positions do Christians adopt when they pray? Many different positions: kneeling, sitting, standing, etc. Why do Christians at prayer often kneel/close their eyes/put their hands together or clasp them? Younger children could use modelling materials to make praying hands.
· What objects do Christians use to help them pray? Identify special objects used in prayer: candles, devotional statues, icons, crosses/crucifixes, rosaries, etc. Why do Christians find these helpful as aids to prayer? What objects are used as aids to prayer in other religions? Examples would include statues of gods and goddesses in Hinduism, prayer mats in Islam and prayer shawls in Judaism.
· When do Christians pray? Anytime! But especially before going to bed, before eating, during Sunday worship, during festivals, during baptisms, weddings and funerals, etc.
· Who do Christians pray for? Themselves, their family and friends, people in their own community, people in the wider/global community, people who need help, people who are suffering, people who are ill, etc.
· What groups of people do Christians pray for? Groups of people who need help or who are suffering, e.g. the homeless, refugees, the poor, the starving, etc. The children could write and illustrate their own prayers for specific groups of people.
- What does the Bible say about where we should pray? According to Matthew 6.6, Jesus said, “When you pray, go to your room, close the door, and pray to your Father, who is unseen”. Luke tells us that Jesus “would go away to lonely places, where he prayed” (Luke 5.16).

- What sort of places would be suitable for prayer? Can you think of any places which make you feel spiritual, quiet, calm and at peace? Are these places in the natural world or are they ‘man made’? Draw or paint such a place. KLE
- Design a place for quiet reflection and prayer. What items would you have there (e.g. candles, stones)? What colour would it be painted? Would you have music playing? If so, what sort of music? KLE
- Is it just Christians who pray? Children could use the internet and/or information books to research prayer in different religions. They could present their findings to the rest of the class. KLE
- Does everyone pray? Think of some of the reasons why some people talk and listen to God. Think of some of the reasons why others do not pray, for instance, they may not believe in God or their prayers may not have been answered. Discuss belief and lack of belief in the power of prayer. Are there circumstances in which someone who does not believe in God might find themselves praying? KLE

- Does God always answer prayers? If not, why not? KLE
- In groups or pairs, write a class prayer or school prayer. Collect the prayers together into a class prayer book and draw illustrations. When undertaking this activity, you will need to be clear that you (the teacher) recognise that not everyone believes in God or prayer.
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Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE TEACHING OF JESUS
c)  Jesus’ teaching about prayer, including the Lord’s Prayer
	Opportunities for assessment in relation to the non-statutory end of key stage statements for Key Stage 2 (see page 100 of exploRE)
	Some recommended resources

	The ‘suggested activities’ provide opportunities for pupils to:
- Raise and suggest answers to questions of morality and values (for example, when discussing praying for the needy).
- Discuss and consider why some people have religious beliefs and why some people reject religion or have no religion (for example, by considering why some people pray and others do not).
- Discuss religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own beliefs and those of others (for example, by considering why prayers are not always answered.)
- Express and communicate their own and others’ religious insights through art and design, music, dance, drama and computing (for example, when using artwork, actions or movement to illustrate different sections of the Lord’s Prayer or when doing a presentation on prayer in different religions).

	(  ‘Aldo’ by John Burningham (Red Fox Picture Books, ISBN-10: 0099185016, ISBN-13: 978-0099185017. The story may also be viewed on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OxABGQMbfuM&index=7&list=PLK_m4j3QqFTrJ_Wud7_FW7-OmDrXfStQj
(  A useful introduction to prayer, especially the Lord’s prayer and the different times that people pray, may be found here: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zcc76fr
(  A useful analysis of the Lord’s Prayer and some questions for reflection may be found here: http://request.org.uk/jesus/teaching/jesus-teaching-prayer/
(  Useful information about Christian prayer together with a number of activities and ideas for teaching about prayer may be found here: http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/talking-about-prayer-key-stage-2-what-helps-people-pray/ 

The International Children’s Bible is recommended for use with children. This is not a re-telling of Bible stories for children by adult authors but an accurate translation of the whole Bible from the original Hebrew and Greek in simple language for children.
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