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Essex County Council

exploRE
Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

Christianity  (  The Last Week of Jesus’ Life
	Statutory content from the programme of study for Key Stage 2 and learning objectives for AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning from religion)
	Some themes to which the content could be linked

	a)  The entry into Jerusalem, commemorated on Palm Sunday

Key learning objectives – to enable pupils to:

· understand why the crowds were mistaken in welcoming Jesus so enthusiastically to Jerusalem (AT1)
· understand the significance of Palm Sunday for Christians and what takes place on Palm Sunday today (AT1)
· reflect on how we greet special people today (AT2)
b)  The Last Supper, commemorated on Maundy Thursday and at Holy Communion

Key learning objectives – to enable pupils to:

· understand the meaning and significance of what took place before and during the Last Supper (AT1)
· understand the origin, meaning and significance of Holy Communion for Christians (AT1)
· learn about historical customs associated with Maundy Thursday (AT1)
· reflect on the importance of serving others and being humble (AT2)
· reflect on the fact that we often celebrate special occasions with a meal (AT2)
c)  The crucifixion, commemorated on Good Friday and by the fact that the cross is the central symbol of Christianity

Key learning objectives – to enable pupils to:

· learn about the events of Good Friday and the significance of Jesus’ suffering and death to Christians (AT1)
· learn about how different denominations commemorate the suffering and death of Jesus on Good Friday (AT1)
· understand why the cross is the central symbol of Christianity (AT1)
· explore the concepts of betrayal and loyalty (AT2)
d)  The resurrection, celebrated on Easter Day


Key learning objectives – to enable pupils to:

· understand Christian belief in the resurrection and its significance (AT1)
· understand symbolism associated with the resurrection and Easter (AT1)

· reflect on how important events can change lives (AT2)
	- Key stories
- Key stories

- Special objects

- Symbols

- Key stories

- Beliefs and teachings

- Special objects

- Symbols

- Key stories

- Beliefs and teachings

- Festivals and celebrations

- Life-changing experiences

- Special objects

- Symbols


Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ LIFE
	Background notes for teachers
Teachers may wish to draw on some of the following information when enabling pupils to learn about the last week of Jesus’ life. It is not intended that the subject matter will be presented to children as it appears below. It is intended that teachers will use a variety of pedagogies when teaching RE, and suggestions are provided on later pages.


a)  The entry into Jerusalem, commemorated on Palm Sunday
The entry into Jerusalem

· For the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, see Matthew 21.1-11; Luke 19.28-40; John 12.12-19.

· Jesus was about 30 years old when he was baptised by John and began spreading the Good News (the Gospel) through his teaching, healing and miracles. Two or three years later he came to the inevitable conclusion that in order to fulfil his destiny, he must travel to the ancient Jewish capital city of Jerusalem and preach the Gospel there. He deliberately chose to enter Jerusalem at a highly significant moment: it was the time of the Passover festival (Pesach), when the city was literally overflowing with pilgrims thronging to the Temple in order to make their sacrifices of sheep and goats. The festival commemorated how the ancestors of the Jews, led by Moses and assisted by divine intervention, escaped from their Egyptian oppressors and found freedom. In Jesus’ day, nationalistic feelings would have run high at Passover, for the Jews were now under Roman occupation and yearned for independence. The Jews were hoping to find a new Moses: a leader who would overthrow the Romans and give them back their freedom.

· Jesus made careful arrangements to obtain a donkey before he entered the city, and deliberately chose to ride on this simple beast of burden rather than on a camel (as Moses may have done) or a horse (as military commanders would have done). This is interpreted as Jesus wanting to show that he had come to serve rather than to lead.

· As Jesus, accompanied by his disciples, rode into the city, people recognised him as the ‘prophet from Galilee’ and soon a large, excitable crowd (fuelled by hopes that Jesus might lead a popular uprising against the Romans) gathered to welcome him. Some spread their cloaks on the ground in front of him. Others did the same with palm branches. No doubt the Roman soldiers who were present would have been alarmed at how Jesus had become a focus for nationalistic fervour.

Palm Sunday

· The entry of Jesus into Jerusalem is commemorated on Palm Sunday. In many churches, crosses made from palms are given out and there are processions recalling Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, when Christians remember the last week of Jesus’ earthly life.

Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ LIFE
a)  The entry into Jerusalem, commemorated on Palm Sunday
	Key questions related to AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning form religion)
	Suggested activities

(the initials KLE indicate that this is one of the ‘key learning experiences’ listed on page 87 of exploRE)
	Links with ‘aspects of experience’ (see exploRE pages 86-87)
	Links with other religions/curriculum areas/initiatives/etc

	AT1

- What was the situation in ancient Palestine when Jesus rode into Jerusalem?
AT1

- What happened when Jesus rode into Jerusalem?

AT1
- Why did the crowds welcome Jesus so enthusiastically
AT2

- How do we welcome special people?
AT1

- Why did Jesus choose to ride on a donkey?

AT1
- How can we re-tell the story of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem?
AT2
- How do our experiences influence our point of view?

AT1

- What happens in churches on Palm Sunday?


	- Explain that covering this unit will be like going on a journey, visiting the events that took place in the last week of Jesus’ life. Every year, Christians follow this journey during the time called Holy Week and Easter. It’s a kind of pilgrimage. Make a wall display to help you track your ‘Jerusalem Journey’. The display will record the different events that took place and the way Christians remember and re-enact those events today.
- Explain the background and context of the ‘Jerusalem Journey’. The events took place approximately 2000 years ago when the Jewish homeland of Palestine (roughly corresponding to present-day Israel) was part of the Roman empire (just like England used to be). The Roman Governor of Palestine was a man called Pontius Pilate and the Jews longed to overthrow their Roman rulers.
- Locate Jerusalem on a world map and explain that (along with thousands of other Jews from all over Palestine) Jesus decided to go there at the time of the Passover festival. During Passover Jews recall how Moses led their ancestors, who were enslaved by the Egyptians, to freedom.
- Read/hear/watch the story of Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem (as told in Matthew 21.1-11, Luke 19.28-40, John 12.12-19 – see ( and ( under recommended resources below).
- Consider the excitement of the crowd. Why were the people in the crowd so excited? (See background notes above.) Why would the reaction of the crowd have worried the Romans? (See background notes above.)
- Contrast with the feelings of Jesus who knew that he was facing danger.

- Relate to occasions when the children may have been in large crowds (sports events, carnivals, pop concerts, etc) and how these events can be exciting or frightening depending on the situation.

- Explore together how you would welcome a special visitor, e.g. royalty, a pop star or a celebrity, the homecoming of a successful football team or troops returning from a war zone. Draw out similarities and differences with the crowd welcoming Jesus.

- Jesus chose to enter Jerusalem on a donkey to show he wanted to serve rather than lead. Who was he trying to serve? What message was he trying to give?
- Retell the story through creative artwork, PowerPoint presentations, extended writing, playscripts, storyboards, etc. KLE

- Explore different viewpoints using drama and freeze frames. Write questions for each character and hot seat the characters.
- Write an eyewitness account of events from different viewpoints, e.g. Roman, disciple, crowd member, donkey.

- Contrast different viewpoints and discuss how our personal experiences, values, friendships, etc can influence our understanding of events.

- In pairs, write an “I was there!” newspaper article for The Jerusalem Journal (or similar) that describes the events of the day, captures the atmosphere and the feelings of the people who were there. Decide on a striking headline. KLE

- Explain that Christians remember this day on Palm Sunday, when palm crosses are given out in church. Have examples of Palm crosses for display.
- Find out the date of Palm Sunday in the current year and see where it falls in relation to Easter Day. Why do you think it was given this name?
- Use craft resources to create palm fronds. Make palm crosses (see ( under recommended resources below) and discuss the symbolism. KLE

- Draw around children’s hands and record key points or pictures from the story on each palm.
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Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ LIFE
a)  The entry into Jerusalem, commemorated on Palm Sunday
	Opportunities for assessment in relation to the non-statutory end of key stage statements for Key Stage 2 (see page 100 of exploRE)
	Some recommended resources

	The ‘suggested activities’ provide opportunities for pupils to:
- Express and communicate their own and others’ religious insights through ICT (for example, when using PowerPoint to re-tell the story of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem).

	( The International Children’s Bible is not a re-telling of Bible stories for children by adult authors but an accurate translation of the whole Bible from the original Hebrew and Greek in simple language for children.

( Brief film clips recreating Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem may be found here:

https://www.lds.org/bible-videos/videos/the-lords-triumphal-entry-into-jerusalem?lang=eng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbWurHq1bCQ
( Google ‘How to make a palm cross’. Many websites will come up with instructions. YouTube also has instructional film clips.



Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ LIFE
	Background notes for teachers

Teachers may wish to draw on some of the following information when enabling pupils to learn about the last week of Jesus’ life. It is not intended that the subject matter will be presented to children as it appears below. It is intended that teachers will use a variety of pedagogies when teaching RE, and suggestions are provided on later pages.


b)  The Last Supper, commemorated on Maundy Thursday and at Holy Communion
Events leading up to the Last Supper

· After coming to Jerusalem, Jesus’ teaching reached a new intensity. He used provocative acts and words to drive home his message. At the Temple, he overturned the tables of the money-changers and drove out the animals being sold for sacrifice (John 2.13-16). He accused the Jewish teachers of the law and the Pharisees of being hypocrites: “You are like whitewashed tombs, which look fine on the outside but are full of bones and decaying corpses on the inside” (Matthew 23.27). According to Matthew’s account, Jesus knew full well where this would lead. He told his disciples, “In two days … it will be the Passover festival, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified” (Matthew 26.2). The Jewish authorities had had enough: “Then the chief priests and the elders met together … and made plans to arrest Jesus secretly” (Matthew 26.3-4). When Judas agreed to betray Jesus (Matthew 26.14-16; Mark 14.10-11; Luke 22.3-6), his fate was sealed.

The Last Supper

· For the Gospel accounts of the Last Supper, see Matthew 26.17-30; Mark 14.12-26; Luke 22.7-23; John 13.21-30.

· The Last Supper took place at the time of the Passover festival. The central event of the Passover festival was the Passover meal, during which the animals that had been sacrificed were eaten. All over the city, after nightfall, groups of pilgrims gathered to roast the sacrificial lambs and goats and to remember the story of Moses. The present-day Seder meal has only existed in its present form for about 1,000 years, but it has its origins in this Passover meal.

· The Last Supper is generally believed to be the Passover meal. Jesus had made careful preparations. He had arranged for an ‘upper room’ to be provided for him and the disciples. Before the meal, in an act of humility, Jesus washed his disciples’ feet and told them that they should do the same for each other (John 13). The mood around the table was sad and sombre rather than celebratory. Jesus knew that this would be the last time that he and the twelve would eat together. He informed the disciples that one of them would betray him, and Judas went out into the night.

· A traditional feature of the Passover meal was eating unleavened bread (that is, bread made without a rising agent such as yeast) and drinking wine. Jesus gave new meaning to these. After giving thanks to God, he said that the bread was his body and the wine was his blood. He told the disciples that they should eat bread and drink wine in his memory.

· When the meal was over, Jesus took the disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives to await his arrest.

Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ LIFE
	Background notes for teachers (continued)


Holy Communion

· Holy Communion, at which worshippers receive bread and wine, is the central act of worship for most Christians. It commemorates the Last Supper, when Jesus shared bread and wine with his disciples, saying that they were his body and blood. It is much more than a simple act of remembrance. Some Christians believe that at Holy Communion, in a mysterious way Jesus actually becomes present in each person who participates.

· Holy Communion is celebrated in different ways in different denominations and it is known by many different names: Eucharist (meaning thanksgiving), Mass (among Roman Catholics), the Liturgy (among Orthodox Christians), the Lord’s Supper, Bread and Wine, the Lord’s Table and the Breaking of Bread.

Maundy Thursday

· Christians commemorate the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday. The word Maundy comes from the Latin word ‘mandatum’ meaning commandment. At the Last Supper, Jesus gave his disciples a new commandment: “Love one another as I have loved you” (John 13.34). He also commanded them to eat bread and drink wine in his memory.

· Before the meal, Jesus washed the feet of his twelve disciples and told them to do the same for each other. On Maundy Thursday, this act of humility is re-enacted in many churches with the washing of the feet of twelve members of the congregation.

· Following the example of Jesus, on Maundy Thursday in the Middle Ages, English monarchs would wash the feet of beggars and give money to the poor. Today at a special service the monarch still distributes small silver coins known as ‘Maundy Money’ as symbolic alms to elderly recipients.
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CHRISTIANITY  -  THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ LIFE
b)  The Last Supper, commemorated on Maundy Thursday and at Holy Communion
	Key questions related to AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning form religion)
	Suggested activities

(the initials KLE indicate that this is one of the ‘key learning experiences’ listed on page 87 of exploRE)
	Links with ‘aspects of experience’ (see exploRE pages 86-87)
	Links with other religions/curriculum areas/initiatives/etc

	AT1
- What was the context in which the Last Supper took place?
AT2
- When do we have special meals?
- Why do we celebrate special occasions with a meal?

AT1

- Why did Jesus wash his disciples’ feet?
AT2

- Why do Christians believe that it is important to serve others and to be humble?

AT1

- What happened at the Last Supper?
AT1
- What did the disciples feel during the Last Supper?
- What did Judas feel when he was about to betray Jesus?
AT1
- What is the origin, meaning and significance of Holy Communion?

AT1
- How are the events associated with Last Supper recalled on Maundy Thursday?
AT2

- How do we remember significant events in our own lives?
	- Explain to the children how in the days following his entry into Jerusalem, Jesus deliberately provoked both Jews and Romans (see notes above).

- Explain that Jesus was fully aware of the possibility that his words and actions would lead to his death (see Matthew 26.2).
- Explain that Jesus made special arrangements for an ‘upper room’ to be provided for him and his disciples to share a final meal together, known as the Last Supper.
- Think of occasions when people have special meals (birthdays, Christmas, anniversaries, celebrations, festivals, etc). What is it about eating together that makes these occasions special? What kinds of food are associated with specific occasions? Which people help to make the occasion special? KLE
- Before the meal, Jesus washed his disciples’ feet (John 13.1-11). Consider the need for foot washing in a hot dusty country.
- Discuss why Jesus did this. It was a job usually associated with a servant. What message was Jesus giving to his followers? Why might Christians call Jesus the ‘Servant King’?
- Consider people who ‘serve’ others. What does it mean to serve? Discuss people who do voluntary work and how they help others. List jobs in the service sector or which involve helping other people.

- What does it mean to be humble? Discuss situations when people do things for others which could be considered humble.

- Is one person ever more important than another? Consider what makes a person important. Are people who are regarded as important in our society and by the media really any more important than anyone else? KLE
- By washing his disciples’ feet, Jesus was setting an example. Discuss how people often copy the behaviour of other people. Do you ever copy anyone else’s behaviour? Who follows the example you set? Do we all have a responsibility to set a good example? KLE
- Read out and discuss one of the Gospel accounts of the Last Supper, e.g. Matthew 26.17-30.
- Watch a film clip of the Last Supper (see ( under resources below).

- Show the children paintings depicting the Last Supper, such as Leonardo da Vinci’s famous mural (easily found on the internet). Can you tell which of the figures is Jesus? How can you tell which one is Judas? He usually carries a bag of money.
- In groups, choose one part of the story and create tableaux to illustrate what is happening. Use body language to illustrate the feelings and emotions of the situation.
- Write an account of the Last Supper from the point of view of one of the disciples. Explain how you (as the disciple) felt at key points, e.g. imagine what it felt like to have your feet washed by Jesus, to see Judas being identified as the one who would betray Jesus and to receive bread and wine symbolising Jesus’ body and blood. KLE
- How did Judas feel when he was identified as the one who would betray Jesus? How did he feel as he set off to carry out his act of betrayal? KLE
- Read out the passage from Mark’s Gospel (Mark 14.22-24) describing how Jesus shared bread and wine at the Last Supper. Explain to the children that Christians eat bread and drink wine in memory of Jesus at a service called Holy Communion. (This service has many different names - see background notes above).
- Explain the meaning of the term ‘communion’. It means fellowship: the sharing of thoughts and feelings. How do Christians feel when they share bread and wine together? They feel a sense of unity, as though they are part of one big family.

- What is the meaning and significance of Holy Communion for Christians? They believe that in a mysterious way Jesus actually becomes present in each person who participates.
N.B. Suggestions for exploring Holy Communion in greater detail may be found in the study unit on Christianity entitled Churches and what happens inside them (section b.)

- Christians remember the events associated with the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday. Find out the date of Maundy Thursday in the current year and see where it falls in relation to Easter Day.
- Research the meaning of the word ‘Maundy’. Find out what happens in many churches on Maundy Thursday (see background notes above).

- Research past and present Maundy Thursday customs involving the monarch using information books and/or the internet (see background notes above and ( under recommended resources below).
- With sensitivity, discuss memorable events in children’s lives. Do they remember them in particular ways? Do they have any souvenirs or reminders of these events? KLE
- Add to the ‘Jerusalem Journey’ wall display using, for example, images of Maundy Thursday, Bible quotations, pictures of bread and wine, accounts of the Last Supper and information about Maundy Thursday customs.
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Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ LIFE
b)  The Last Supper, commemorated on Maundy Thursday and at Holy Communion
	Opportunities for assessment in relation to the non-statutory end of key stage statements for Key Stage 2 (see page 100 of exploRE)
	Some recommended resources

	The ‘suggested activities’ provide opportunities for pupils to:
- Raise and suggest answers to questions of morality and values (for example, when discussing issues related to the washing of the disciples’ feet, such as serving others and being humble).
- Express and communicate their own and others’ religious insights through ICT (for example, when using the internet to carry out research into customs associated with Maundy Thursday).

	( A film clip of the Last Supper may be found here: https://www.lds.org/bible-videos/videos/the-last-supper?lang=eng
( Three film clips explaining the origin, meaning and significance of Holy Communion may be found here: http://request.org.uk/life/spirituality/communion/
( A film clip showing the Queen giving out Maundy Money may be found here: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-lancashire-27052583



Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ LIFE
	Background notes for teachers

Teachers may wish to draw on some of the following information when enabling pupils to learn about the last week of Jesus’ life. It is not intended that the subject matter will be presented to children as it appears below. It is intended that teachers will use a variety of pedagogies when teaching RE, and suggestions are provided on later pages.


c)  The crucifixion, commemorated on Good Friday and by the fact that the cross is the central symbol of Christianity
A brief outline of the crucifixion and the events surrounding it

The one event in Jesus’ life about which we can be absolutely certain is that he was crucified by the Romans. The Jewish historian, Josephus, and the Roman writer, Tacitus, provide reliable if brief corroboration. The four Gospels go into a great deal of detail in their accounts of the arrest, trial, crucifixion and entombment of Jesus, but they are not always consistent. The following is a likely sequence of events.

· After the Last Supper (see above), Jesus takes the disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives. In anguish he prays as the disciples sleep, ‘worn out by their grief’.

· Torches flare in the darkness as the traitor Judas (one of the 12 disciples) leads a crowd into the Garden of Gethsemane. The crowd includes high ranking Jewish religious officials, temple guards and, according to John’s account, Roman soldiers. Judas identifies Jesus by kissing him.

· The New Testament contains two different accounts of the death of Judas. According to Matthew’s Gospel, full of remorse, Judas hangs himself after trying to give back the money paid for betraying Jesus (see Matthew 27.3-5). According to the book of Acts, Judas dies from a violent but seemingly accidental fall in a field he had bought with the money (see Acts 1.18).
· After his arrest, Jesus is beaten and taken to the Jewish Council. Just after daybreak he is tried under Jewish religious law and found guilty of blasphemy, a crime punishable by death. However, the sentence cannot be carried out without the approval of the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate.

· Early in the morning, Jesus is taken to Pilate. The charge against him is now changed from blasphemy to treason. Pilate questions Jesus and finds him not guilty. But the Jewish officials still insist on the death penalty.

· Pilate tries to find a way out. He sends Jesus (a Galilean) to Herod (the ruler of Galilee), who conveniently happens to be in Jerusalem. The Roman governor hopes that Herod will take responsibility for Jesus, but Herod sends Jesus straight back to Pilate.

· Pilate then addresses the crowd that has gathered, telling them that he will have Jesus whipped and then he will let him go. But the crowd demand the release of Barabbas, a proven Jewish nationalist agitator, rather than Jesus, who has disappointed them. They cry out for Jesus to be crucified, which was the usual Roman method of executing criminals. Pilate now gives in. He releases Barabbas and hands Jesus over to his soldiers to carry out the death sentence.

· The Roman soldiers whip Jesus and mock him by draping a scarlet robe around his shoulders and placing a crown of thorns upon his head.

· Jesus carries his own cross to Golgotha, the place of the skull, where he is crucified alongside two criminals or nationalist terrorists. An inscription at the top of the cross reads: Jesus of Nazareth King of the Jews (in Latin, this reads Iesous Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum usually abbreviated to INRI).

· Crucifixion is one of the most cruel, drawn-out and barbaric means of putting a person to death ever devised. Jesus asks forgiveness for those whose duty it is to crucify him: “Forgive them, Father! They don’t know what they are doing”. Later he cries out in despair, “My God, my God, why did you abandon me?”. Jesus dies uttering the words, “It is finished”. Darkness descends and a curtain in the Temple (the veil of the Temple) is torn from top to bottom.
Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ LIFE
	Background notes for teachers (continued)


· The bodies need to be disposed of before sundown, the start of the Sabbath, so the legs of the other two victims are broken in order to hasten their deaths. Jesus is already dead, but just to make sure, one of the Roman soldiers plunges a spear into his side.

· A wealthy man called Joseph of Arimathaea obtains Pilate’s permission to dispose of Jesus’ body. The body is prepared for burial and laid in an unused tomb cut into the rock. A large stone is rolled across the entrance of the tomb.

Good Friday

· Why ‘Good’ Friday? At its simplest, Christians believe that by going willingly to the cross Jesus did a good thing. In sacrificing himself in the way that he did, Jesus took upon himself the punishment that we deserve for all the things that we do wrong in our lives. He therefore saved us from our sins and opened the way for us to be re-united with God.

· Good Friday is the most solemn and austere day of the Christian year, during which Christians think about the sufferings of Jesus. Churches are stripped of their usual flowers, decorations and finery during Good Friday and black cloths are sometimes draped over furnishings.

· In Roman Catholic and some Anglican churches, Christians contemplate the Stations of the Cross, 14 carved or painted pictures placed around the walls depicting the events leading up to and immediately following the crucifixion.

· In Roman Catholic and ‘high’ Anglican churches, a service takes place during the afternoon of Good Friday called the Celebration of the Lord’s Passion. During this service, members of the congregation participate in the Veneration of the Cross. Each person goes up to the cross in turn and genuflects before it, kisses it or touches it.

· In Orthodox churches, the priest lowers an icon depicting the dead Christ while the congregation stand with lighted candles just as they would at a funeral.

· It is traditional to eat hot crossed buns on Good Friday. They used to be baked for this one day, but now they are available all year round.
The cross
· The cross is the central symbol of Christianity. It serves as a reminder of the suffering that Jesus endured for humanity when he was crucified. The empty cross recalls the resurrection.
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CHRISTIANITY  -  THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ LIFE
c)  The crucifixion, commemorated on Good Friday and by the fact that the cross is the central symbol of Christianity
	Key questions related to AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning form religion)
	Suggested activities

(the initials KLE indicate that this is one of the ‘key learning experiences’ listed on page 87 of exploRE)
	Links with ‘aspects of experience’ (see exploRE pages 86-87)
	Links with other religions/curriculum areas/initiatives/etc

	AT1

- After the Last Supper, why did Jesus take his disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane?

- How did Jesus spend the night in the Garden of Gethsemane?
AT1
- How did the arrest of Jesus take place?

- How did Judas identify Jesus?
AT2
- How does it feel to be betrayed or to betray someone?
- What does it mean to be loyal?
AT1
- What was the situation in Palestine when Jesus was arrested?
AT1
- Why did the people turn against Jesus?
AT1
- Why did Pontius Pilate allow Jesus to be crucified?

AT1
- What does the crucifix depict?

AT1
- What do paintings of the crucifixion tell us about this event?

AT1
- What was the sequence of events around the death of Jesus?
AT1
- What made the Roman soldiers think that Jesus was the Son of God?

- How did this affect them?

AT1
- How might one of the soldiers have reflected on the events of the day?
AT1

- What was the significance of the last words of Jesus?

AT1

- If there were newspapers in ancient Palestine, how might the death of Jesus have been reported?

AT1

- Why do Christians call the day Jesus was crucified ‘good’ Friday?
- Why is Good Friday such a significant day for Christians?
- For Christians, how did the death of Jesus ‘save us from our sins’?

- Why do Christians call Jesus the saviour?

AT1
- Why is the cross such an important symbol for Christians?
AT1
- How do Christians remember Jesus’ death on Good Friday?
	- Show the children photographs of the Garden of Gethsemane (easily found on the internet) and explain that it is really an olive grove. Explain that after the Last Supper, Jesus took the remaining 11 disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane. Here he spent the night in prayer while the disciples slept, ‘worn out by their grief’. Why did Jesus want to go to a peaceful olive grove? What did Jesus think was going to happen to him? Have you ever had to do something you really did not want to do? How did you feel? KLE
- What was Jesus feeling, knowing that he was soon to be betrayed and arrested? The Gospels provide clear indications of Jesus’ mental state: “Grief and anguish came over him” (Matthew 26.37), “The sorrow in my heart is so great that it almost crushes me” (Matthew 26.38), “My Father, if it is possible, take this cup of suffering from me!” (Matthew 26.39), “In great anguish he prayed ... his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground” (Luke 22.44). KLE
- Explain to the children how Jesus was arrested. Judas led a crowd of people into the Garden of Gethsemane. The crowd included high ranking Jewish religious officials, temple guards and, according to John’s account, Roman soldiers. Judas identified Jesus by kissing him.
- How you would feel if you were betrayed by one of your closest friends? What might be the feelings of the betrayer? Older children could write a poem to express some of these ideas. KLE
- Consider the concept of loyalty. What does the word loyalty mean? KLE
- The children could watch a film clip showing the night in the Garden of Gethsemane and the arrest (see ( under recommended resources below).

- Remind the children of the context in which these events were taking place. Palestine was under the control of the Romans, who were an occupying military force. The Jewish people wanted a leader to arise who would stand up to the Romans and liberate them just as Moses had freed their ancestors. When Jesus had entered Jerusalem a few days before, they had cheered him. They thought he might be the leader they were looking for. But Jesus had been a bitter disappointment to them and they were now happy to see him die, as of course was Judas.
- When Jesus was taken to the Roman governor (Pontius Pilate), he could find nothing of which to convict him. Pilate said Jesus would be whipped and then released, but the crowd that had gathered at the palace did not want this. Instead they demanded the release of Barabbas. He was a proven nationalist agitator and as such was very popular with the people. The crowd shouted out for Jesus to be crucified and Pilate reluctantly acceded (see Matthew 27.15-26, Mark 15.6-15, Luke 23.13-25). The children could watch a film clip of this (see ( under recommended resources below).
- The children could reflect on the fickleness of the crowd: one day welcoming Jesus as a hero, a few days later shouting for him to be crucified. KLE
- Show the children a crucifix. If possible, pass round a real one (see ( under recommended resources below). As an alternative, show them photographs (easily found on the internet). Who is this? What is happening to him? What is on his head? What is attached to the cross above his head? What do the initials INRI stand for? Iesous Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorem – Jesus Christ King of the Jews.
- You could also show the children paintings of the crucifixion. Was it really like this? What would have been different? KLE
- Re-tell the story to younger children and show them a suitable film clip (see ( under recommended resources below).
- Explain to older children that the death of Jesus is a complex story of sacrifice, injustice, cruelty and betrayal. Read them Matthew’s account (Matthew 27.27-38 and 45-60), omitting verses 52 and 53 which describe how the dead rose from their graves (an event only mentioned by Matthew). - Identify ways Matthew uses vivid imagery to create a sense of great drama at the climax of the story. KLE
- According to Matthew, when Jesus died, the Roman soldiers who were present had a ‘penny dropping’ moment realising that Jesus was indeed divine (the Son of God). Why might Matthew have put these words into the soldiers’ mouths? What made the soldiers think Jesus really was the Son of God? Do you think this realisation might have changed their beliefs and way of life? Has anything ever happened to you to make you stop and reflect?
- Imagine you are one of the soldiers involved in carrying out the death sentence. Write a diary entry describing your part in the events of the day and explaining why you now believe Jesus was indeed the Son of God. KLE
- According to Luke’s account, Jesus’ last words were, “Father! In your hands I place my spirit!” (Luke 23.46). How do Jesus’ final words show that in spite of this horrific death, he puts his trust in God? What do Christians learn from this? KLE
- Imagine you work for an ancient newspaper, such as The Jerusalem Journal. Design a front page with an eye-catching headline and articles, interviews and pictures covering the extraordinary events of the day. KLE
- Explain to the children that Christians remember this day on Good Friday. Why is it called ‘good’ Friday? Wouldn’t ‘bad’ Friday be more appropriate?

- Explain that Jesus believed he had to die so that people could come closer to God again. By going willingly to the cross, Jesus did a good thing. In sacrificing himself in the way that he did, Jesus took upon himself the punishment that we deserve for all the things that we do wrong in our lives. He therefore saved us from our sins. This is why Christians call Jesus the saviour. This is why Good Friday is such an important day for Christians. (See ( under recommended resources below.)
- To help children gain some understanding of the concept of Jesus as saviour, it may be helpful to tell a brief story based on a scenario such as the following. There were two twin brothers. One was filmed on CCTV stealing sweets in a local shop. The police came round to the twins’ house and showed the footage. They couldn’t tell which of the twins was the thief. In order to protect his brother, the innocent one said that he had taken the sweets. He received the punishment due to his brother. In this way he ‘saved’ his brother.

- Why is the cross the main symbol of Christianity? What is the real significance of the cross for Christians? KLE
- The children could use information books and the internet to research the various ways Christians mark Good Friday, e.g. churches stripped bare, vigils in church, contemplating the stations of the cross, veneration of the cross, processions. KLE
- Older children could investigate how different denominations commemorate this day.
- In what ways do churches reflect the sadness and solemnity of Good Friday? Children could present their findings in various ways. KLE

- It is traditional to eat hot crossed buns on Good Friday. Children could bake and eat their own hot crossed buns.
- Add to the ‘Jerusalem Journey’ wall display using, for example, images of different crosses, Bible quotations, newspaper articles, poems and information about Good Friday customs.
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Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ LIFE
c)  The crucifixion, commemorated on Good Friday and by the fact that the cross is the central symbol of Christianity
	Opportunities for assessment in relation to the non-statutory end of key stage statements for Key Stage 2 (see page 100 of exploRE)
	Some recommended resources

	The ‘suggested activities’ provide opportunities for pupils to:

- Raise and suggest answers to questions of morality and values (for example, by discussing the concepts of loyalty betrayal and loyalty).
- Discuss religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own beliefs and those of others (for example, when exploring the question of whether Jesus’ death really did save us from our sins).

- Express and communicate their own and others’ religious insights through ICT (for example, when using the internet to carry out research into ways Christians commemorate Good Friday).

	( A film clip for older children showing the night in the Garden of Gethsemane and the arrest may be found here: 

https://www.lds.org/bible-videos/videos/the-savior-suffers-in-gethsemane?lang=eng
N.B. This film clip includes things mentioned in the Gospels that may require further explanation: an angel appeared to Jesus and strengthened him (see Luke 22.43) and one of the disciples (Peter according to John’s account) cut off the ear of the High Priest’s slave which Jesus then miraculously restored (see Luke 22.51).
( A film clip showing Pontius Pilate presenting Jesus to the people may be found here:

https://www.lds.org/bible-videos/videos/jesus-is-condemned-before-pilate?lang=eng
( Crucifixes (and crosses) can be obtained from the following artefacts suppliers:

· Articles of Faith  (http://www.articlesoffaith.co.uk/)

· Religion in Evidence  (http://www.tts-group.co.uk/)

· Starbeck  (http://www.starbeck.com/index.html)

( A film clip suitable for younger children relating the events surrounding the death of Jesus may be found here: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zg34wmn 
( A film clip in which a vicar talks in simple terms about how Jesus took upon himself the punishment we deserve for our sins may be found here: 

http://request.org.uk/life/church/the-anglican-church/  (click on the picture of people receiving holy communion on the right hand side)




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ LIFE
	Background notes for teachers

Teachers may wish to draw on some of the following information when enabling pupils to learn about the last week of Jesus’ life. It is not intended that the subject matter will be presented to children as it appears below. It is intended that teachers will use a variety of pedagogies when teaching RE, and suggestions are provided on later pages.


d)  The resurrection, celebrated on Easter Day
Gospel accounts of the resurrection

· It is difficult to piece together the sequence of events on the morning of the resurrection from the Gospel accounts (Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20). The order given below is one possibility.

· Early in the morning of the day after Shabbat (two days after the crucifixion), some women go to the tomb to embalm Jesus’ body properly. They find that the stone sealing the entrance has been rolled back and Jesus’ body is missing. An angel explains that he is alive.

· The women run back to Jerusalem to tell the disciples, but no one believes them.

· Peter, another disciple and Mary Magdalene go to the tomb and find it empty. Peter and the disciple return home but Mary Magdalene stays. She had been a friend and supporter of Jesus and she was present at the crucifixion. Jesus appears to her.

· Jesus appears at various times to the remaining disciples.

Did it really happen? What does it mean?

· Many different theories have been put forward to explain the story of the resurrection. Was Jesus really dead when they took him down from the cross? Was his body stolen from the tomb? Did he have a double, a twin who took his place on the cross? Most Christians accept the Biblical account at face value: that God miraculously intervened to raise Jesus from the dead and bring him back to life. In the 1980s, David Jenkins, then Bishop of Durham, caused a huge stir by saying that he did not believe in the physical resurrection of Jesus. For him, and for many other liberal Christians, the story of the resurrection was symbolic rather than literal.

· Christians may passionately disagree about whether the resurrection actually happened in reality or not, but they are in total agreement about what for them is the truth behind the story: that Jesus overcame the power of death and evil and achieved the possibility of salvation for us. By defeating death, Jesus achieved an atonement (at-one-ment): a reconciliation between God and humanity, a restoration of the relationship broken by sin.

Holy Saturday
· On the evening of the day before Easter Day (Holy Saturday), Roman Catholic and some Anglican churches hold an evening service known as the Easter Vigil. It starts in darkness. The worshippers light candles from a large candle called the Paschal candle and the church gradually fills with light. This symbolises the triumph of life over death and the victory of good over evil, themes that will be taken up during the Easter Day celebrations which follow. During the service, baptismal vows are renewed in preparation for Easter.

· In Orthodox churches, Easter is awaited in darkness on Holy Saturday. At midnight, light is passed from one person to another via candles and lamps. The search for the body of Jesus in an empty tomb is enacted, and the cry goes up, “Christ is risen!” with the response, “He is risen indeed!”.
Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ LIFE
	Background notes for teachers (continued)


Easter Day

· Easter Day is the most important day of the Christian year. On this Sunday, Christians celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. It is a joyful occasion on which many people make a special effort to go to church, which is filled with flowers such as daffodils. Easter Gardens, carefully made models featuring the scene of the crucifixion and the garden tomb where Jesus’ body was laid, are found in many churches.

· The first Christians were Jewish converts, and since Jesus had died at Passover (Pesach), they simply added celebrations of the resurrection of Jesus to the Passover festival. Eventually Easter Day was transferred to the first Sunday after Passover, which means that its date varies from year to year.

· Many people send Easter cards to family and friends, and Easter eggs (symbolising new life) are eaten. These are either hen’s eggs that have been coloured or elaborately decorated, or eggs made out of chocolate. Just as a chick breaks out of a dark, tomb-like egg into the light of day, so Jesus emerged from the tomb. Other popular symbols of Easter include flowers such as daffodils and Easter bunnies and chicks.

Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ LIFE
d)  The resurrection, celebrated on Easter Day
	Key questions related to AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning form religion)
	Suggested activities

(the initials KLE indicate that this is one of the ‘key learning experiences’ listed on page 87 of exploRE)
	Links with ‘aspects of experience’ (see exploRE pages 86-87)
	Links with other religions/curriculum areas/initiatives/etc

	AT1

- What do most Christians believe happened to Jesus after he died?

- What do Christians believe is the real significance of the resurrection for all of us?
- Why is the cross such an important symbol for Christians?
AT2
- What do we associate with light and darkness?

AT1
- How do Christians use light and darkness to symbolise the resurrection?
AT1
- What is the story of the resurrection as found in John’s Gospel?
AT1
- Do all Christians believe that Jesus literally rose from the dead?

AT1
- What theories have been put forward as possible explanations for the belief that Jesus came back to life?
AT2

- How can important events change our lives?
AT1
- What do we associate with Easter?

AT1
- What symbols do we find on Easter cards and what is their meaning?
AT1
- How is Easter celebrated in different countries around the world?

AT1
- What is an Easter garden?

AT1
- What is the significance of the Last Supper, the crucifixion, the resurrection and the cross for a practising Christian?

	- Show the children a cross next to the crucifix they have already seen (see ( under recommended resources below). What is the difference? There is no figure of Jesus on the cross. Why not? Because Christians believe that Jesus rose from the dead.
- Explain to the children that Christians believe that Jesus overcame the power of death making it possible for all of us to have eternal life.

- Why is the cross the main symbol of Christianity? It reminds Christians of their belief that through his death, Jesus saved us from our sins and granted us eternal life. KLE
- Explore the symbolism associated with light and dark. What do we think of when we think of darkness? Bad things: evil, death, fear, night time, sadness, ignorance, etc. What do we think of when we think of light? Good things: life, daytime, colour, sunshine, happiness, knowledge, etc. KLE
- The children could respond to the concepts of light and dark through creative writing, poetry and artwork. KLE
- Make the classroom as dark as possible. Explain that when Jesus died it was as though the world was filled with darkness. Indeed, according to the Gospels, darkness covered the whole country for three hours. Light a candle and explain that for Christians, just as the light overcomes the darkness, so Jesus overcame the power of death. Share the following quotation from St Francis of Assisi, “All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a single candle”. KLE
- Explain to the children about how light is used to symbolise the resurrection of Jesus in Roman Catholic, Orthodox and some Anglican churches (see background notes on Holy Saturday above).

- Show the children film clips of services which take place in Roman Catholic and/or Orthodox churches on Holy Saturday where the dark church is filled with candlelight (see ( under recommended resources below).
- Explain that it wasn’t just men that followed Jesus. Luke tells us that after Jesus had cured Mary Magdalene, she became one of his followers (Luke 8.1-2). She was present at the crucifixion and burial of Jesus.

- The children could listen to or read for themselves the account of the resurrection of Jesus found in John’s Gospel (John 20.11-18).
- In groups children could explore and record the different emotions that Mary Magdalene experienced in this narrative (KLE). It ends with Jesus telling her to repeat what she has seen to the other disciples.
· What do you think Mary Magdalene will say to them?
· What do you think their reaction will be?
· What do you feel about this story?

Each group records their ideas to present to the class.
- Use drama or freeze frame techniques to explore the emotions of those involved. KLE
- Explain that the resurrection of Jesus is a mystery and Christians have different ways of understanding it. Most Christians accept the Biblical account at face value: that God miraculously intervened to raise Jesus from the dead and bring him back to life.
- Some Christians reject the idea of a physical resurrection. They see the story as symbolic rather than literal.

- What ideas do you have as to why Jesus’ followers thought he had come back to life? Older children could discuss in groups and come up with their own ideas. KLE
- Explain to the children that many theories have been put forward. These include the stolen/missing body theory, the swoon theory, the drugged body theory, the double/twin theory. Older children could research these theories online (put ‘resurrection theories’ into a search engine such as Google). What do you think of these theories? KLE
- Whether believing in a physical resurrection or not, Christians agree that the death of Jesus changed the world so that it was never the same again.
- How can important events change our lives? With sensitivity, discuss life changing events. KLE
- Have you ever heard people say, “Life will never be the same again”? (E.g. the birth of a sibling, moving house/school, the death of a grandparent).

- Brainstorm the word ‘Easter’, writing down all the things that children associate with Easter (KLE). The following are likely to come up:
· Easter eggs. Why do we eat Easter eggs? Eggs are a symbol of new life. Just as a chick breaks out of a dark, tomb-like egg into the light of day, so Jesus emerged from the tomb.
· Easter bunnies and chicks. What have these got to do with Easter? At Easter time, young rabbits can often be seen in the countryside. Like chicks, they are a symbol of new life.
· Flowers such as daffodils. What have these got to do with Easter? At Easter time, many flowers, including daffodils, start to come out. They represent new life.
- Show the children Easter cards or Easter greetings found on the internet. What symbols are shown? Some symbols will relate to the Bible story, e.g. the cross. Some symbols will relate to new life, e.g. eggs, bunnies, chicks, daffodils. Some symbols will relate to the idea of good defeating evil, e.g. a candle shining in the dark.
- The children could design their own Easter cards incorporating traditional Easter symbols or other symbols of new life they have thought of for themselves. KLE
- The children could use information books and/or the internet to find out about Easter customs around the world. The children could be put into different groups and each group given a different country to research. The findings could then be presented to the rest of the class. KLE
- Show the children photographs of Easter gardens (easily found on the internet). Explain that these are put on display in many churches at Easter.

- An Easter garden has three essential features: a mound with three crosses to represent Calvary; a stone or stone-like structure (e.g. one made of modelling clay) to suggest the empty tomb; and lots of greenery and flowers to symbolise new life. The children could make their own Easter gardens which could then be displayed. KLE
- Invite a Christian into the school to talk about aspects of Christianity covered through this unit, e.g. the Last Supper, the crucifixion, the resurrection and the cross. KLE
- Complete the ‘Jerusalem Journey’ wall display using, for example, images of different crosses, Bible quotations, accounts of the resurrection and information about Easter Day customs and symbols.
- Collate the pieces of work from each section of the unit into a Holy Week newspaper. Illustrate with pictures and appropriate Easter symbols giving a caption to explain their meaning. KLE
- The following PowerPoint presentation ( could be used to provide a retrospective overview of the ‘Jerusalem Journey’: http://www.topmarks.co.uk/easter/easterstory.aspx
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Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS’ LIFE
d)  The resurrection, celebrated on Easter Day
	Opportunities for assessment in relation to the non-statutory end of key stage statements for Key Stage 2 (see page 100 of exploRE)
	Some recommended resources

	The ‘suggested activities’ provide opportunities for pupils to:

- Discuss and consider why some people have religious beliefs and why some people reject religion or have no religion (for example, the resurrection affirms the beliefs of many Christians but provides a stumbling block for others).
- Discuss religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own beliefs and those of others (for example, by discussing whether Jesus really rose from the dead in a literal sense).
Express and communicate their own and others’ religious insights through art and design, drama and ICT (for example, by responding to the concepts of light and dark through artwork, by using drama to explore the feelings of those encountering the risen Jesus, by using the internet to research Easter customs from around the world, by designing and making Easter gardens).

	( Crosses (and crucifixes) can be obtained from the following artefacts suppliers:

· Articles of Faith  (http://www.articlesoffaith.co.uk/)

· Religion in Evidence  (http://www.tts-group.co.uk/)

· Starbeck  (http://www.starbeck.com/index.html)

( A film clip (of rather poor quality) showing the Easter Vigil in a Roman Catholic church may be found here: http://request.org.uk/festivals/holy-week-and-easter/easter-vigil/
The following film clip includes a section showing how in Greek Orthodox churches, the church is filled with candle light at midnight to celebrate the resurrection: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zrb9jxs (start at 1.20)
( The following PowerPoint presentation provides a useful overview of the events during and after Holy Week: http://www.topmarks.co.uk/easter/easterstory.aspx



11

