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exploRE
Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

Christianity  (  The Bible
	Statutory content from the programme of study for Key Stage 2 and learning objectives for AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning from religion)
	Some themes to which the content could be linked

	a)  The content of the Bible, including the fact that the Old Testament corresponds to the Jewish Tenakh

Key learning objectives – to enable pupils to:
· understand that the Bible is a collection of books recorded by many different writers (AT1)
· understand the basic structure of the Bible and that it contains many different types of writing (AT1)
· understand the relationship between the Christian Bible, the Jewish Tenakh and the Muslim Qur’an (AT1)
· reflect on the contributions made by many people to their own life story (AT2)
b)  The importance of the Bible for Christians and how it is interpreted

Key learning objectives – to enable pupils to:

· understand the significance of the Bible for Christians and how they show respect for the Bible (AT1)
· understand the important part the Bible plays in the lives of Christians (AT1)
· appreciate the widespread influence of the Bible, including its influence on the arts and our society (AT1)
· understand that Christians interpret the Bible in different ways, including literal and figurative interpretations (AT1)
· reflect on books and stories that are important in their own lives (AT2)
c)  The creation story in Genesis 1

Key learning objectives – to enable pupils to:

· explore religious and non-religious views of the origins of the universe: did God create it or did it come about by chance? (AT1)
· explore the question of ‘truth’ in relation to the Biblical creation story found in Genesis 1: is the story true or does it contain truths? (AT1)
· understand the implications of being made in God’s image and having responsibility for the world (AT1)
· understand that some Christians interpret the creation story literally while others interpret it figuratively (AT1)
· reflect on and respond to the natural world (AT2)
	- Special books and writings

- Special books and writings
- Creation and the natural world

- Key stories
- Beliefs and teachings
- Big questions
- God



Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE BIBLE
	Background notes for teachers
Teachers may wish to draw on some of the following information when enabling pupils to learn about the Bible. It is not intended that the subject matter will be presented to children as it appears below. It is intended that teachers will use a variety of pedagogies when teaching RE, and suggestions are provided on later pages.


a)  The content of the Bible, including the fact that the Old Testament corresponds to the Jewish Tenakh
· The Bible does not consist of one continuous narrative. It is a collection of 66 different books contained in a single volume. For this reason, it is sometimes referred to as the Bible library.

· The Bible contains many different types of writing, including story, myth (the word is used here in its technical sense), legend, history, instructions, rules, inventories and lists, hymns, songs, proverbs and sayings, poetry, prophecies and predictions, prayers, parables and letters.

· The Bible is divided into two parts: the Old Testament (containing 39 books) and the New Testament (containing 27 books).

· The contents of the Old Testament correspond to the Tenakh (the holy book of the Jews) with some of the books arranged in a different order. The books of the Old Testament are largely concerned with the ancient history of the Jewish people. The Old Testament shows how God’s special relationship with the Jews (God’s ‘chosen people’) led to Him intervening in earthly events on their behalf.

· The Old Testament comprises:

· Law (the first five books of the Bible, from Genesis to Deuteronomy). These are the five books of the Jewish Torah. Jewish tradition holds that the Torah was written by Moses.
· History (the books of Joshua to Esther)

· Wisdom (the books of Job to the Song of Songs

· Prophets (the books of Isaiah to Malachi)
· The New Testament comprises:

· The four Gospels, written by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. These contain the main records of the life and teaching of Jesus and for that reason Christians regard them as the most important books of the Bible. It is important to note that these were not written as biographical accounts. Rather they were written to record and proclaim the Good News that the Kingdom of God was imminent.

· The Acts of the Apostles, also written by Luke. The book of Acts provides an account of how the actions of the first Christians (including Paul) after the death and resurrection of Jesus led to the start of the Church.

· The 21 Epistles (letters), mostly written by Paul. These are letters giving advice and theological guidance to early Christian communities.

· The book of Revelation, written by St John the Divine. This contains an extraordinary, apocalyptic vision of the end of the world, full of vivid poetic imagery and symbolism. The book (and therefore the Bible) ends with a dazzling picture of the new heaven and new earth that will be established with God’ Kingdom.

Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE BIBLE
a)  The content of the Bible, including the fact that the Old Testament corresponds to the Jewish Tenakh
	Key questions related to AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning form religion)
	Suggested activities

(the initials KLE indicate that this is one of the ‘key learning experiences’ listed on page 87 of exploRE)
	Links with ‘aspects of experience’ (see exploRE pages 86-87)
	Links with other religions/curriculum areas/initiatives/etc

	AT1
- What do we already know about the Bible?
AT1

- Are all Bibles the same?
AT1
- Is the Bible one big book?
AT1
- What can we find out about the structure of the Bible by examining copies of it?

AT1
- How do we look up Bible references?

AT1
- What different types of writing are there in the Bible?
AT1

- Who wrote the Bible?
AT1

- What is the relationship between the holy books of Christians, Jews and Muslims?

AT2
- If we wrote a class ‘bible’, what would go into it?
AT2

- What is your own life story and how have different people contributed to it?

	- The Bible is the holy book of which religion? Explain that the Bible is the Christian holy book and that in later lessons the children will explore its importance for Christians.
- Working in groups, children write down anything they already know about the Bible and the people and stories that feature in it. Record what is known on a wall display and add to this as the work on the Bible proceeds so children are aware of progress made. Children who attend Christian activities/Church will have the opportunity to be a ‘valued source of information’.

- Allow the children to explore a range of different Bibles. (You could ask children who have Bibles at home to bring them in.) Try to have a variety available (e.g. Childrens’ Bibles, Study Bible with notes). Also have a look at online Bibles (see ( under recommended resources below).

- All copies of the Torah (the Jewish holy scroll), the Qur’an (the Muslim holy book) and the Guru Granth Sahib (the Sikh holy book) are the same. Why is this? Explain that these holy books are written and read in their original languages. Our Bibles vary because they have been translated into English from Hebrew and Aramaic (Old Testament) and Greek (New Testament).

- Compare the style of language found in different versions (e.g. Authorised/ King James, Revised Standard Version, Good News, New International Version, The Message, Childrens’ Bibles). Which do you think is the oldest translation? Which do you think is the most recent? Which do you find easiest to understand? Which do you like best?
- Explain to the children that the Bible is a collection of different books written by different people over hundreds of years. Eventually the writings were collected together and put into one large volume. Make links with single volume collections of stories (e.g. The Large Family Collection of Stories).
- Explain that like a collection of stories or a non-fiction book, the Bible does not have to be read from cover-to-cover. Most people will not read the Bible in this way, but will read a book or part of a book at a time. However, an understanding of the whole Bible enhances the meaning of each part.
- In groups, children can use ‘real’ Bibles (see ( under recommended resources below) to find out answers to questions about its content:

· What are the two main sections of the Bible called? The Bible is divided into two sections: the Old and New Testaments.
· What is the difference between the Old Testament and the New Testament? The Old Testament describes the relationship between God and the Jewish people before the birth of Jesus. The New Testament describes Jesus’ life and the beginnings of the church.
· Which books of the Bible tell us about the life and teaching of Jesus? The four Gospels, written by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

· Do the Gospel accounts of the life of Jesus always agree with each other? Children could compare different versions of the same events, e.g. the story of the birth of Jesus in Matthew 1 and 2 and Luke 2. What are the similarities and differences between the two accounts?
· How many books are there in the Bible? 66 in total. 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament. The following ‘trick’ will help children remember this. Multiplying together the two digits making up the number of books in the Old Testament (3 and 9) gives you the number of books in the New Testament: 3 x 9 = 27.
· What is each book of the Bible divided into? Chapters. What is each chapter of the Bible divided into? Verses.

- Play ‘Find the Animal’. The children look up Bible references and identify animals mentioned: e.g. Genesis 8.8 (dove), Exodus 8.2 (frogs), Leviticus 11.29-30 (moles, rats, mice, lizards), Numbers 21.6 (snakes), Deuteronomy 5.21 (cattle, donkeys), 1 Samuel 17.34 (sheep, lion, bear, lamb), 1 Kings 10.2 (camels), Job 39.12 (ostrich, stork), Psalm 104.18 (goats, badgers), Proverbs 14.4 (oxen), Song of Songs 2.9 (gazelle, young stag), Daniel 6.16 (lions), Jonah 1.17 (large fish), Matthew 10.29 (sparrows), Mark 14.68 (cock), Luke 15.15 (pigs), John 10.2 (sheep), Acts 28.3 (snake), Revelation 12.3 (dragon).
- Children look up Bible references and identify different types of writing: e.g. Genesis 6.1-4 (myth – the word is used here in its technical sense), Genesis 6.14-16 (specifications, instructions), Genesis 11.1-9 (myth), Deuteronomy 5 (laws, rules), 1 Samuel 17.41-54 (legend), 2 Kings 17.5-6 (history), 2 Chronicles 4.11-16 (inventory, list), Psalm 23 (hymn, song), Proverbs 23.9,12,22 (proverbs, sayings), Song of Songs 2.8-13 (love poetry), Isaiah 24.1-3 (prophecy, prediction), Matthew 6.9-13 (prayer), Luke 15.4-6 (parable, story making a point), Timothy 1-2 (letter, epistle).
- Show children website pictures (see ( under recommended resources below) illustrating how the books of the Bible are divided into different genres. Children could colour code a list of the books of the Bible to show the different genres, e.g. laws, poetry, history, letters.
- The children could watch a brief film clip about different types of writing found in the latter part of the Old Testament (see ( under resources below).

- Explain that the words of the Bible were originally passed down through the generations by word of mouth. It is easy to imagine families in the ancient near east sitting around camp fires under the stars listening to stories about their ancestors. Eventually the words were written down by over 40 different authors from all walks of life: shepherds, farmers, tent-makers, physicians, fishermen, priests, philosophers and kings. The children could watch a film clip about this (see ( under recommended resources below).

- Children in groups could use the internet and/or information books to find out about the Gospel writers (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John), also known as the Four Evangelists. What are their symbols? Man or angel for Matthew, lion for Mark, ox or bull for Luke, eagle for John. Findings could be presented to the rest of the class. KLE
- Why is the Bible sometimes called the ‘word of God’? Christians believe that the people who wrote the Bible were inspired by God the Holy Spirit (the third person of the Holy Trinity).
- Christians, Jews and Muslims are sometimes referred to as the ‘people of the book’. Children could use the internet and/or information books to find out how the holy books of Christians, Jews and Muslims are related. The 39 books of the Old Testament make up the Tenakh, a collection of Jewish holy writings, but the books are in a slightly different order. As a Jew, Jesus knew and followed the teachings of the Old Testament/Tenakh. The first five books of the Bible comprise the Torah, the most sacred of all Jewish scriptures.

- Many of the people and stories in the Bible are also found (in different versions) in the Qur’an. The prophets Adam, Nuh (Noah), Ibrahim (Abraham), Yusuf (Joseph), Musa (Moses), Dawud (David), Suleiman (Solomon) and Isa (Jesus) all feature in the Qur’an. There are significant differences in the Qur’anic and Biblical versions of certain stories. For example, according to the Qur’an, the Prophet Isa (Jesus) was born of the virgin Maryam (Mary) but he was not crucified.
- Children could compare the Muslim version of the story of Noah’s Ark (found in the Qur’an) with the Biblical account (see ( under resources below).
- Make links between the Bible and a possible class ‘bible’. If we wanted to write a book about our class/school, what would we include? Who would we write about? What stories would we tell? What rules would we include? What memories/history? What poetry? KLE
- In the same way that the Bible is the product of many people’s contributions over many years, each one of us is the product of the influence of many people over the course of our lives.

- Teacher/other adult could share their own life story identifying different people who have contributed to this, e.g. parents, other family members, friends, teachers, writers, members of organisations to which they belong (e.g. religious groups, clubs, societies, etc).
- Who has been part of your life story? Children to reflect on their own life story. They could make a list of people who have contributed to their life story and explain how they were influenced or affected by them. They could share this with a partner. Children could write about one person in more detail and share this. KLE
- Was the Bible written by one person? Why were many people involved? Make reference to what has been learned about the Bible and the fact that it was written by more than one person. If their life story was written down, it would be clear that many people would have contributed to this. If they were to write an autobiography, they would need to ask those who were there at the time about aspects of their life that they could not remember.
N.B. These activities will need to be treated sensitively as some children may have difficulties with sharing aspects of their own life story.
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Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE BIBLE
a)  The content of the Bible, including the fact that the Old Testament corresponds to the Jewish Tenakh
	Opportunities for assessment in relation to the non-statutory end of key stage statements for Key Stage 2 (see page 100 of exploRE)
	Some recommended resources

	The ‘suggested activities’ provide opportunities for pupils to:

- Express and communicate their own and others’ religious insights through computing (for example, by presenting research findings on the Gospel writers).

	( Online versions of the Bible may be found here: www.biblegateway.com
The search engine enables you to choose extracts from many different versions of the Bible.
( The International Children’s Bible is recommended for use with children. This is not a re-telling of Bible stories for children by adult authors but an accurate translation of the whole Bible from the original Hebrew and Greek in simple language for children.

( Pictures illustrating different genres used in books of the Bible may be found here: https://tamerakraft.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/b0a45-books_of_bible-882026.jpg?w=411&h=411
or here: http://www.creative-sunday-school-ideas.com/images/360xNxbible-books-board-lg.jpg.pagespeed.ic.0OFoDgGruc.jpg
( A brief film clip about different types of writing contained in the latter part of the Old Testament may be found here: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zpjxn39 

( A brief film clip about how Old Testament stories came to be written down may be found here: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zm9jxnb 

( A film clip of the Muslim version of the story of Noah’s Ark may be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGCm2IPlIsU 
A PowerPoint presentation covering the Biblical version of the story of Noah’s Ark may be found here: http://www.communication4all.co.uk/RE/Story%20of%20Noah.pps 

Other useful resources:
http://request.org.uk/restart/2015/01/21/the-bible-3/# - introduction to Bible for younger children
http://request.org.uk/restart/2014/05/23/the-bible/ - animated introduction to Bible
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z24wmp3  - general introduction to Bible
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/holy-books-bible  - general introduction to Bible for older children
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/znq6sbk  - updating the Bible
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zvhyr82  - introduction to the New Testament
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z7cd2hv  - stories from the Old Testament



Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE BIBLE
	Background notes for teachers

Teachers may wish to draw on some of the following information when enabling pupils to learn about the Bible. It is not intended that the subject matter will be presented to children as it appears below. It is intended that teachers will use a variety of pedagogies when teaching RE, and suggestions are provided on later pages.


a)  The importance of the Bible for Christians and how it is interpreted

	- Christians often refer to the Bible as the ‘word of God’. This term is interpreted in different ways. Most Christians would agree that the Bible has authority for them because it was written by people who were inspired by the Holy Spirit.

- Some Christians believe that the Bible has absolute authority because it contains the actual words of God. The words do not need explaining for today because they are timeless.
- Other Christians believe that although the writers were certainly inspired, the Bible is still a human construct. Each book of the Bible was written at a particular place, at a particular time, for people with a particular worldview. The Bible therefore needs re-interpreting for today’s world.

- For Christians who believe that the Bible contains the actual words of God, every word is literally true. If scientific, historical or archaeological evidence contradicts the Bible, then the scientists, historians or archaeologists have got it wrong because God cannot be mistaken.
- Other Christians take the view that the Bible often uses language in a figurative rather than a literal way. They recognise that the Bible makes frequent use of imagery, symbol, simile, metaphor, analogy and allegory and interpret it in a less rigid way.

- Whatever their theological standpoint, Christians generally believe that the Bible can teach, inspire and guide people in their everyday lives. Bible study is an important feature of Christian life.

- The importance of the Bible and the respect and authority it holds for Christians can be seen in the practices associated with it.

· In Anglican churches, the Bible is placed on a lectern, often in the shape of an eagle. Just as the eagle soars in the sky inspiring everyone that sees it, so the words of the Bible are read out to members of the congregation inspiring them with its message.
· In Roman Catholic and Orthodox church services, the Bible is carried in procession before being read.
· Methodist and Baptist churches are dominated by the lectern and pulpit, reflecting the fact that these Churches have always given prominence to the reading and preaching of God’s word.
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 Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE BIBLE
b)  The importance of the Bible for Christians and how it is interpreted
	Key questions related to AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning form religion)
	Suggested activities

(the initials KLE indicate that this is one of the ‘key learning experiences’ listed on page 87 of exploRE)
	Links with ‘aspects of experience’ (see exploRE pages 86-87)
	Links with other religions/curriculum areas/initiatives/etc

	AT1
- Why is the Bible so important and significant for Christians?

- Why do some people disbelieve much of the Bible?
AT1
- What part does the Bible play in the lives of Christians?

AT1
- How has the Bible influenced the arts and our society?
AT1
- How do Christians show respect for the Bible?
AT2
- What are our own special books/stories? Why are they special to us? How do we treat them?
AT2

- What other things in our lives (apart from books) have particular significance for us?

AT1
- Is it always clear what the words in the Bible mean?
AT1
- Why do some Christians interpret Bible passages differently from others?
- What is the difference between ‘fundamentalist’ and ‘liberal’ interpretations of the Bible?

	- Christians believe the words of the Bible are inspired by God. The Bible is often called the ‘word of God’.

- Others do not believe that the Bible is the ‘word of God’. Why do some people disbelieve much that the Bible contains? Many people including Humanists reject the idea that there is a God and they do not believe that the ‘miraculous’ events described in the Bible could actually have occurred. Where the Bible contradicts science, humanists accept the scientific view.
- Invite a Christian in to talk about the importance of the Bible in their life and the ways in which they use the Bible. This could be filmed for future use. KLE
- Show the BBC film clip about the significance of the Bible for Christians (see ( under recommended resources below).

- The children could hear/read/watch the story of Mary Jones and her quest to obtain her own Bible (see ( under recommended resources below).
- The Bible teaches Christians how to live their lives. It is read out at church services. Some Christians attend Bible study groups. Some Christians read Bible passages every day for inspiration and advice. Children could look up Bible passages and say how the words provide guidance to Christians, e.g.

· The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20.7-17)
· The two greatest commandments (Mark 12.30-31)
· The parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10.30-37)
· Jesus’ words to the Pharisee at whose home he was eating, “When you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind” (Luke 14.13)
· Jesus’ visit to the house of Simon who suffered from leprosy (Matthew 26.6)

· Jesus’ words about prayer (Matthew 6.6)
- Christians often refer to specific verses or sections of the Bible at times of need such as bereavement or when making an important decision. Show children the first few pages from a Gideon’s Bible which list passages to look up for particular situations or look at the Gideon’s International website (see ( under recommended resources below).
- Who uses the Bible apart from Christians? In what other ways is the Bible used? It is not just Christians who use the Bible. Share diagram included in background notes above and discuss ways the Bible is used in a variety of artistic and social contexts, e.g. many of our laws derive from the Ten Commandments, much of western art has been influenced by the Bible.
- The image includes the fact that the Bible is the bestselling book in the world. The complete Bible has been translated into over 500 languages with many more partial translations and audio translations (for unwritten languages). (As a point of comparison, Shakespeare’s plays have been translated into 80 different languages.)
- How is the Bible treated? It is not the physical book that Christians believe is sacred or holy, it is the words inside that have significance. Nevertheless, Christians always handle Bibles with respect.
- Refer to the background notes above on practices associated with the Bible in different churches (Anglican, Roman Catholic, Orthodox, etc) and explain to the children how these practices reflect the importance of the Bible for Christians.
- Teacher or other adult shares a book or story that is important to them. Explain why this book means so much to them and how they acknowledge its significance, e.g. is it kept in a special place, read at a special time of the year or handled in a special way.
- Children could bring in their own special books/stories and share them with their peers. They could write about why this book/story means so much to them. How would you feel if the book/story was lost? How would you feel if it was treated badly, scribbled on, dropped in a muddy puddle or torn? KLE
- Teacher or other adult places items in a box that have particular significance for them, e.g. photographs showing people, animals and occasions that are important to them, heirlooms, items of jewellery, childhood toys, souvenirs or mementoes of places they have visited, natural objects, something given from someone who is now deceased, etc.
- Children work as detectives asking questions and handling the items to find out why each thing is important or significant for the adult.

- What things in my life are special to me? Children could draw/write about the items they would put in their special box. For homework, children could collect items for their special box and take a photograph to share with the class. KLE
N.B. The activities below are more suitable for older children.

- To illustrate the difficulty of interpreting everything in the Bible consistently, take the eighth commandment: ‘Do not steal’ (Exodus 20.15). Do you agree that it is always wrong to steal? What if an apple fell off a neighbour’s tree while they were on holiday and you knew you could reach over and pick it up, otherwise it would go mushy and spoil their lawn? What if you had no money and your children were starving? Would it be wrong to steal some food to keep them alive? KLE
- Prompt discussion by acting out the following two scenarios:
· A person goes into a shop, takes a magazine off the shelf, puts it in their bag and leaves the shop without paying. Is this person stealing?
· Another person goes into a shop, takes a magazine off the shelf, stands and reads it. Is this person stealing?
Discuss different interpretations of the commandment: ‘Do not steal’. KLE
- Explain to the children that not all Christians believe the same things. Some Christians believe just about everything the Bible is literally true, in other words the events really happened in the way they are described. Such Christians are often called ‘fundamentalists’. Other Christians take the view that the Bible often uses language in a figurative rather than a literal way. They recognise that the Bible makes frequent use of imagery, symbol, simile, metaphor, analogy and allegory and interpret it in a less rigid way. Such Christians are often called ‘liberals’.
- Read Luke’s version of what happened just after Jesus was baptised (Luke 3.21-22): ‘While [Jesus] was praying, heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit came down upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my own dear Son. I am pleased with you”’. On the IWB draw two columns. One headed ‘Fundamentalist response’. The other headed ‘Liberal response’. How would a fundamentalist Christian and a liberal Christian answer the following questions? Discuss the answers that would be given and record them in the appropriate columns. Did heaven really open up? Did the Holy Spirit really come down in the form of a dove? Would anyone nearby have heard God talking to Jesus, or did Jesus hear the voice inside him? N.B. This activity is not about determining which responses are right and which are wrong, it is designed to help children appreciate that there are significant differences in the way Christians interpret Bible stories.
- According to Matthew’s version of the Last Supper (Matthew 26.26-28), ‘Jesus took a piece of bread ... and gave it to his disciples. “Take and eat it,” he said, “this is my body.” Then he took a cup [of wine] ... and gave it to them. “Drink it, all of you,” he said, “this is my blood”’. Many Christians believe that when they ear bread and drink wine at Holy Communion/the Lord’s Supper, they are simply remembering what Jesus said and did. Other Christians (including Roman Catholics) believe that the bread and wine actually change into the body and blood of Jesus. This is called transubstantiation.
- According to the creation story in Genesis 1, the universe and everything in it was created in six days. Christians who take the story literally believe that this is true. Other Christians take the word ‘day’ to mean period of time. They believe everything came into existence over six unspecified periods of time.
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Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE BIBLE
b)  The importance of the Bible for Christians and how it is interpreted
	Opportunities for assessment in relation to the non-statutory end of key stage statements for Key Stage 2 (see page 100 of exploRE)
	Some recommended resources


	The ‘suggested activities’ provide opportunities for pupils to:
- Discuss and consider why some people have religious beliefs and why some people reject religion or have no religion (for example, when discussing the fact that some people accept and some reject the belief that the Bible is the ‘word of God’).

- Reflect on and evaluate how religion is portrayed in the media and society, recognising stereotypes and misrepresentations (for example, Christian fundamentalists are sometimes derided in the media).

	( A film clip explaining the significance of the Bible for Christians may be found here: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zcrqxsg 
( Mary Jones and her Bible’ by Mary Ropes (published by CF4Kids, ISBN-10: 1857925688, ISBN-13: 978-1857925685)
Further resources based on this story may be found on the internet:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z4r87ty 
http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/about-bible-society/our-work/mary-jones/ 

http://www.collectiveworship.com/ActDetails/?ID=141 
( Where to find help in the Bible, covering many different subjects: https://www.gideons.org.uk/about_the_bible/bible_helps



Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE BIBLE
	Background notes for teachers

Teachers may wish to draw on some of the following information when enabling pupils to learn about the Bible. It is not intended that the subject matter will be presented to children as it appears below. It is intended that teachers will use a variety of pedagogies when teaching RE, and suggestions are provided on later pages.


c)  The creation story in Genesis 1
· The Bible starts with two creation stories, which most Biblical scholars agree come from separate traditions. The first story (Genesis 1.1-2.4) tells of how God created the world and all that is in it in six days. The second story (Genesis 2.7-3.24) tells of how Adam and Eve (the first man and woman) were tempted by the serpent in the Garden of Eden. The story of Adam and Eve, from which comes the idea of original sin, is more suitable for study at secondary level, so here we are focusing on the Genesis 1 account.

· This is the sequence of events according to the Genesis 1:

· In the beginning – The earth was formless and desolate. The raging ocean that covered everything was engulfed in total darkness. The power of God moved over the water.

· First day – God commanded, “Let there be light”. He separated the light from the darkness to make day and night.

· Second day – God commanded, “Let there be a dome to divide the water and keep it in two separate places”. He named the dome, “Sky”.

· Third day – God commanded, “Let the water below the sky come together in one place, so that the land will appear”. He named the land, “Earth” and the water, “Sea”. Then he commanded, “Let the earth produce all kinds of plants, those that bear grain and those that bear fruit”.

· Fourth day – God commanded, “Let lights appear in the sky to separate day from night”. So God made the sun and the moon.

· Fifth day – God commanded, “Let the water be filled with many kinds of living beings, and let the air be filled with birds”.

· Sixth day – God commanded, “Let the earth produce all kinds of animal life: domestic and wild, large and small”. Then God said, “And now we will make human beings; they will be like us and resemble us. They will have power over the fish, the birds, and all animals”. So God created human beings, making them to be like himself. He created then male and female, blessed them and said, “Have many children, so that your descendants will live all over the earth and bring it under their control. I am putting you in charge of the fish, the birds and all the wild animals. I have provided all kinds of grain and all kinds of fruit for you to eat”. God looked at everything that he had made, and he was very pleased.
· Seventh day – God finished what he had been doing and stopped working. He blessed the seventh day and set it apart as a special day because by that day he had completed his creation.

· Many people today reject the Biblical account of creation because they perceive it as contradicting the latest scientific thinking. It has been said that science deals with the ‘how’ questions and religion deals with the ‘why’ questions. Science explains how things came into existence. Religion explains why things came into existence. When viewed in this way, it is possible to see scientific and Biblical accounts as complementing rather than contradicting each other.

· Some Christians interpret the creation story found in Genesis 1 literally. They believe that everything happened just as the Bible says. Such Christians are called ‘creationists’. Creationists reject the theory of evolution, to which mainstream scientific opinion adheres. The theory of ‘intelligent design’ (ID) attempts to reconcile religious and scientific opinion by suggesting that evolution is controlled by God.
· Other Christians take the view that the story should not be compared with modern scientific accounts because it arose in a pre-scientific age. They feel that technically the Genesis 1 creation story belongs to the category of myth; but this is not to dismiss it. The story is beautiful, powerful and poetic and for Christians (and Jews), it contains profound truths about God, the world and human beings.
Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE BIBLE
c)  The creation story in Genesis 1
	Key questions related to AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning form religion)
	Suggested activities

(the initials KLE indicate that this is one of the ‘key learning experiences’ listed on page 87 of exploRE)
	Links with ‘aspects of experience’ (see exploRE pages 86-87)
	Links with other religions/curriculum areas/initiatives/etc

	AT2
- How do we respond to the natural world?

AT1
- Was the world created by God, or did it come about by chance?
AT1
- What do Christians do to acknowledge and praise God as creator?

AT1
- What is the Biblical account of creation found at the start of the Bible?
AT1
- What elements of the story contradict/agree with modern scientific theories?

AT1
- Although the story might not be true in a literal sense, what truths might it contain?

- What truths might the story contain about God, the world and human beings?

AT1
- In what ways might we be like God or made in his image? 

AT2
- What are we doing to spoil/safeguard our world?

AT1

- What differences are there be in the way that ‘fundamentalist’ and ‘liberal’ Christians interpret the creation story?


	- Enable children to reflect on the beauty, grandeur, intricacy, pattern, harmony and order of the natural world and how the natural world can evoke feelings of awe and wonder. This can be done using a variety of stimuli including:

· photographs (see ( under recommended resources below)
· poetry and prose

· story books with suitable illustrations
· music (e.g. Beethoven’s sixth symphony, known as the ‘pastoral’)
· songs (e.g. ‘What a wonderful world’)
· film clips (see ( under recommended resources below)
· first hand observation of the natural world and natural objects (see ( under recommended resources below).
- Using the above for stimulation, children could create their own responses to the natural world through artwork, poetry (see ( under recommended resources below for examples of Haikus), prose, dance, etc. KLE
- What does the word ‘create’ mean? What have the children created?
- Explain that many people believe the world (with its beauty, grandeur, intricacy, pattern, harmony and order) did not just come into existence by chance. They believe it was created for a purpose by God. Many other people, including Humanists, think that science provides the best explanation of how everything came into existence. They do not believe that God created everything. Can you hold a scientific view of the origins of the universe and still be a Christian? The answer is an emphatic yes! KLE
- Discuss difficulties raised by the question, “If God is supposed to be loving and caring, how come he created a world full of so much suffering, including suffering for which no one is to blame, such as illness and natural disasters?” How do you think religious believers attempt to answer this? KLE
- Discuss why it may be important for Christians or other religious believers to believe that the world was created rather than just happened, e.g. God is in control, love and care were taken to create the largest and smallest things, there are high levels of detail and design.
- Explore how Christians acknowledge and praise God as creator, e.g. through harvest festivals, prayers (e.g. the ‘Canticle to the sun’ written by St Francis of Assisi), hymns (e.g. ‘Morning has broken’, ‘All things bright and beautiful’, ‘For the beauty of the earth’) and through contemplation of the natural world and natural objects (see ( under recommended resources below).

- Children could hear/read/watch the creation story with which the Bible starts (Genesis 1-2.4) (see ( under recommended resources below). Explain that this story is important to both Christians and Jews.
- Children could re-tell the story through:

· a piece of extended writing KLE

· pictures with captions or a cartoon strip KLE

· drama, dance or movement, possibly filmed KLE

· a PowerPoint presentation KLE
- Divide children into six groups, one for each day of creation. Children act or read out their section of the story accompanied by sound effects made by the rest of the group on musical instruments. The teacher could read out the passage for the seventh day, accompanied by quiet relaxing music. KLE
- What elements of the story appear to be inaccurate or are contradicted by modern scientific theories?
· Light was created on the first day but the sun was not created until the fourth day.
· The sky is not really a ‘dome’ (Genesis 1.8). People used to think this when they believed the earth was flat.
· According to the latest science, over 13 billion years passed between the ‘big bang’ and the appearance of human beings, not six days (although as we have seen, some people take the view that a ‘day’ in this context refers to an unspecified period of time).
- What elements of the story appear to be consistent with modern scientific theories?

· The order in which things were created broadly fits with modern evolutionary theory.
- It is important in the context of RE for children to appreciate that although the story may be ‘untrue’ in a scientific sense, for many it contains profound truths about God, the world and human beings. In order to elicit these ‘truths’, the following questions should be raised and discussed (KLE):
· What does the story tell us about God? God has always been there, there was never a time when God was not, God was there before anything else existed, God created everything, everything comes from God, God is all-powerful, God is pleased with his creation.
· What does the story tell us about the world? The world was created by God, the world is good, the world was created as a place for human beings to live in, rule over, take responsibility for and enjoy.
· What does the story tell us about human beings? Human beings were created by God, they were created last, they were the climax of God’s creative activity, they are the supreme beings on earth, they have power over the earth and all other living things, they have responsibility for the earth and all other living things, they were made to be like God.
- According to the story, “God created human beings making them to be like himself” (Genesis 1.27). Earlier translations spoke of God creating man in his own image. What does this mean? In what ways might we be like God or ‘made in his image’? Like God, human beings exercise power over the world and all the life forms that it contains; but with that power comes responsibility. Like God, human beings are creative, caring and can recognise goodness. Like God, human beings need times of rest, refreshment and renewal. KLE
- According to the story, God put human beings “in charge of the fish, the birds and all the wild animals” (Genesis 1.28). Christians believe we have a God-given responsibility to look after the planet and all its life forms, and to safeguard these for future generation. Are human beings making a good or bad job of looking after the world? The children could use the internet and/or information books to research ways in which human activity is damaging wildlife and the planet, and steps that are being taken to safeguard and protect our world. KLE
- Referring back to work done previously on how the Bible is interpreted (see b. above), older children could be asked:

· How would a ‘fundamentalist’ Christian interpret this creation story? As literally true. The events happened just as described in the Bible.

· How would a ‘liberal’ Christian interpret this creation story? As a story that is not literally true, but which contains profound truths about God, the world and human beings.
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Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  THE BIBLE
c)  The creation story in Genesis 1
	Opportunities for assessment in relation to the non-statutory end of key stage statements for Key Stage 2 (see page 100 of exploRE)
	Some recommended resources

	The ‘suggested activities’ provide opportunities for pupils to:

- Raise and suggest answers to questions of morality and values (for example, when discussing ways in which human beings are making a good or bad job of looking after the world).

- Discuss and consider why some people have religious beliefs and why some people reject religion or have no religion (for example, when discussing religious and non-religious views of the origins of the universe).
- Discuss religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own beliefs and those of others (for example, when considering the question of suffering in the world).

- Express their own and others’ religious insights through art and design, music, dance, drama and ICT (for example, when re-telling the creation story).
- Reflect on and evaluate how religion is portrayed in the media and society, recognising stereotypes and misrepresentations (for example, Creationists (people adhering to a literal view of the creation story) are sometimes derided in the media).

	( Many awe-inspiring photographs of the natural world may be found on the internet. Here are two of many useful websites:

-  http://www.buzzfeed.com/matthewtucker/photos-of-the-natural-world-taken-in-2015-that-will-blow#.nmXJ9pXwV 

-  http://webneel.com/nature-photography-photos
( Any of David Attenborough’s wildlife programmes from the BBC Natural History Unit or films such as ‘Microcosmos’ (available on DVD or Blu-ray from Amazon)
( Ideas for enabling children to engage at first hand with natural objects (along with many other practical suggestions for spiritual development) may be found in ‘Don’t Just Do Something, Sit There’ by Mary K. Stone (Religious and Moral Education Press (RMEP), ISBN-10: 185175105X, ISBN-13: 978-1851751051)

( Examples of Haikus:  http://re.hias.hants.gov.uk/mod/resource/view.php?id=649 
( Julian of Norwich was a 14th/15th century Christian mystic and anchoress (a sort of female hermit). She describes one of her visions as follows: “[God] showed me a little thing, ... a hazel nut, lying in the palm of my hand, as it seemed. And it was round as any ball. I looked upon it with the eye if my understanding, and thought, ‘What may this be?’ And it was answered thus, ‘It is all that is made’”.
( Various visual versions of the Genesis 1 creation story:
-  http://new.kids4truth.com/dyna/creation/english.aspx 
-  http://www.communication4all.co.uk/PowerPoint%20Presentations/The%20Creation%20Story.pps 

-  https://vimeo.com/49018350 

-  https://vimeo.com/82468844 

-  http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/ztmpvcw 

-  http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zp6sb9q 
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