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Essex County Council

exploRE
Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

Christianity  (  Introducing Jesus
	Statutory content from the programme of study for Key Stage 2 and learning objectives for AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning from religion)
	Some themes to which the content could be linked

	a)  The importance of Jesus

Key learning objectives – to enable pupils to:

· understand that Jesus (born a Jew) went on to found the Christian religion (AT1)
· understand why his birth, actions, teaching, death and resurrection are of great significance for Christians (AT1)
· consider how Jesus may influence people today (AT1)
· reflect upon people who are important in their own lives (AT2)

b)  The start of Jesus’ ministry: the baptism of Jesus


Key learning objectives – to enable pupils to:

· recall the events of Jesus’ baptism (AT1)
· make links between beliefs and symbolism (AT1)
· reflect upon communities they belong to and how belonging to these enhances their experience (AT2)

c)  The start of Jesus’ ministry: calling the twelve disciples


Key learning objectives – to enable pupils to:

· recall who the disciples were and how they were chosen (AT1)

· make links between the duties of the disciples and their personal characteristics (AT1)
· reflect upon difficult choices and the concept of sacrifice (AT2)

	- Founders and leaders

- God

- Key stories

- Life changing experiences
- Beliefs and teachings

- Founders and leaders

- Life changing experiences
- Rites of passage

- Symbols

- God
- Key stories

- Life changing experiences
- Rules and morality




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  INTRODUCING JESUS
	Background notes for teachers
Teachers may wish to draw on some of the following information when enabling pupils to learn about Jesus. It is not intended that the subject matter will be presented to children as it appears below. It is intended that teachers will use a variety of pedagogies when teaching RE, and suggestions are provided on later pages.


a)  The importance of Jesus
The following is an edited version of the Wikipedia entry for ‘Jesus’:

· Jesus (7-2 BCE to 30-33 CE), also referred to as Jesus of Nazareth or Jesus Christ, is the central figure of Christianity. Most Christian teachings hold Jesus to be the Son of God, the second of three persons of a Divine Trinity (God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit). Both Christians and Muslims regard Jesus as the Messiah (or Christ) of the Old Testament. Jews do not hold this view.

· Virtually all modern scholars agree that Jesus existed historically and historians consider the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke to be the best sources for investigating the historical Jesus. Most scholars agree that Jesus was a Galilean who was baptised by John the Baptist. He was a Jewish rabbi who preached his message orally and is reported as performing healing and nature miracles. There is clear historical evidence that he was crucified by the order of the Roman Prefect Pontius Pilate. After Jesus' death, his followers became convinced he was alive, and the community they formed eventually became the Christian church.

· Christians believe that Jesus has a unique significance in the world. Christian doctrines include the beliefs that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, was born of a virgin named Mary, performed miracles, founded the Church, died by crucifixion as a sacrifice to achieve atonement, was raised from the dead and ascended into Heaven from whence he will return. Most Christians believe that through his death, Jesus enables humans to be reconciled to God.
Here is a well-known extract from a poem entitled One Solitary Life written in 1926 by Dr James Allen Francis. It expresses the view that many Christians hold of the importance of Jesus:

Nineteen centuries have come and gone


And today Jesus is the central figure of the human race


And the leader of mankind’s progress.


All the armies that have ever marched,


All the navies that have ever sailed,


All the parliaments that have ever sat,


All the kings that have ever reigned,


Put together,


Have not affected the life of mankind on earth


As powerfully as that one solitary life.

Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  INTRODUCING JESUS
	Background notes for teachers (continued)


Jesus’ central message was that we should love: love God and love our fellow human beings. In his life and teachings Jesus showed a particular concern for the poor, the sick, the disadvantaged and social outcasts. Many Christians devote their lives to ‘good causes’ and many have been at the forefront of organisations devoted to aid, charity and philanthropy.

Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  INTRODUCING JESUS
a)  The importance of Jesus
	Key questions related to AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning form religion)
	Suggested activities

(the initials KLE indicate that this is one of the ‘key learning experiences’ listed on page 87 of exploRE)
	Links with ‘aspects of experience’ (see exploRE pages 86-87)
	Links with other religions/curriculum areas/initiatives/etc

	AT1

- Who was Jesus? 
AT1

- Which events were significant in the life of Jesus?

AT1

- Why is Jesus important to Christians? 

AT1

- How does the way Jesus is depicted in different cultures and works of art show his significance for Christians?
AT1

- How does Jesus influence individual Christians today?
AT2

- Who is important in our own lives?
AT2

- What makes a good leader?
AT1

- How have some well-known people been influenced by the life and teachings of Jesus?

AT2

- Who are society’s role models?
AT2

- Who are the children’s personal role models?

AT1

- How do Christians put the teachings of Jesus into practice through the work of charities?

AT2

- What issues does the plight of the needy and suffering raise for Christians?
	- Moving between different tables, children share their existing knowledge of Jesus, using key questions such as:

When and where did Jesus live?


What do we already know about Jesus?

Why is Jesus important to so many people?


What do we want to find out about Jesus?
- Use the outcomes as a tool for class discussion and to clarify children’s understanding.

- Children could write questions about Jesus on sticky notes to stick on the board or a class display. Revisit the questions at the end of the unit to see if the children can now answer them.
- Using children’s Bibles (see ( under recommended resources below), older children are given key events in the life of Jesus to research in groups (e.g. birth, baptism, calling the disciples, teaching, miracles, death and resurrection). Each group then presents their findings to the rest of the class using a range of media, e.g. PowerPoint, art work, drama. KLE
- Older children could write a newspaper report or use digital recording devices to create a news broadcast detailing each event. This could include interviewing the key characters and witnesses.
- Younger children could sequence pictures detailing the key events in the life of Jesus, adding their own captions or descriptions.
- Older children could be put into groups and given a selection of nine statements related to key events in the life of Jesus (e.g. “Jesus was born in Bethlehem.”). The children arrange the statements in chronological order and discuss them.
- Which event in the life of Jesus was the most significant for Christians? Each group arranges the statements into a ‘diamond nine’ shape (the most important statement at the top, the least important at the bottom). Each group explains their thoughts and reasoning to the rest of the class.

- Explain to children that Jesus founded the Christian religion and that Christians try to follow his teaching and example in their daily lives.

- Younger children could watch the BBC film clip ‘Follow my leader’ to explain how Jesus influences people today (see ( under resources below).

- Older children could watch the BBC film clip ‘What is Christianity?’ which also has classroom ideas and suggested activities (see ( under resources).

- Explain that no-one knows what Jesus looked like. Search the internet for images of Jesus from different countries/cultures (see ( below). Watch the BBC film clip ‘What was Jesus like and where did he grow up?’ (see ().
- Examine various depictions of Jesus (e.g. stained glass windows, paintings, sculptures). Find out about the stories depicted. Identify how we know that Jesus is a special person for Christians through the images shown. Ask the children to choose one story/picture to reproduce. How will they show that Jesus’ is a special person in their own artwork? Devise titles and captions to accompany their work. KLE
- Children could interview a member of a Christian church. The children could use prepared questions designed to find out how Christian beliefs influence this person’s daily life, both at home and at work, e.g. “Which event in the life of Jesus is the most important to you personally?”, “How does Jesus feature in your daily experience?”, “Which of the stories Jesus told is your favourite and why?” KLE
- In discussion afterwards, children should come to realise that people have different responses to these questions, influenced by their own experience.
- Explain that Jesus is a very important person in the lives of Christians. The children could consider people who are important in their own lives and who have a positive influence on them. Who is important to them, apart from members of their immediate family? How do they show their appreciation of important people both inside and outside their family?
- Children could produce a painting or picture of their important people and annotate with the characteristics that they appreciate or admire. KLE
- Children could create a fact file of the important people in their lives or choose one person and write a short biography about them.
- Younger children could design and make a thank you card, acknowledging the importance of someone in their lives. Older children could write an extended letter of thanks and appreciation to someone in their lives. KLE

- Explain that Jesus was a teacher and leader of people. Show children pictures of different leaders from history and around the world. Explain their achievements or enable the children to do their own research in groups.

· Identify their individual and shared characteristics.
· Analyse the shared characteristics and draw up a list of the qualities of an effective leader.

· Rank these in order of importance.
· Debate their ideas and give reasons for their decisions. KLE
- Using the internet, textbooks, etc, research the lives of one or more well-known people who have tried to live following Jesus’ teaching and example, e.g. Saint Francis of Assisi, Mother Teresa of Calcutta.


How was this person inspired by Jesus’ life and teaching?


How did this person put Jesus’ teaching into practice?


What was the effect of this person’s life and work on others?
- Ask the children to reflect on who has inspired them through their research. KLE

- Consider role models in our society.

Can anybody be a role model?

Do role models have to be famous?
- Discuss the difference between fame, wealth and personal achievement or fulfilment.
- Think about people that have inspired them to change or attempt to do things differently. For example, a visiting artist may have inspired them to produce some artwork, an author may have influenced their story writing or an athlete may have inspired them to take up a new sport.


Who has influenced you?


Which people do you aspire to be like and why?


What qualities in these people do you admire?


Are your role models people you know personally or people you see 
in the media?

- Older children could engage in extended writing or prepare a presentation about their experiences. KLE
- Younger children could identify, draw and write about qualities that they admire in their class mates, e.g. kindness, generosity.

- Explain that Christians try to follow the example of Jesus by helping others and that this occurs not only in the day to day life of Christians but also on a larger scale through Christian charities.
- Use the internet to research the websites of Christian charities (e.g. Christian Aid (see ( under recommended resources below), Cafod, The Salvation Army) and explore the work that they do to help others. KLE

- Contact the local church and investigate how its members put their beliefs into action. Do they support a designated charity? A church member could be invited to talk about the work undertaken by the church community to help others both locally and internationally. KLE
- Make explicit the links between the life and teachings of Jesus and the work of Christian charities.

- Younger children could design and make a fundraising poster for a Christian charity. KLE

- Older children could use computers to produce an illustrated information leaflet for a Christian charity. KLE

- Older children could research how the idea of helping those less fortunate than themselves is common to Humanism and the world’s great religions, e.g. the Golden Rule (“Treat others as you would like to be treated”), ‘metta’ (loving kindness) and ‘karuna’ (compassion) in Buddhism, ‘daya’ and ‘karuna’ (compassion) in Hinduism, ‘zakat’ (tax for the poor and needy) and the work of the Red Crescent organisation in Islam, performing a ‘mitzvah’ (a moral duty) in Judaism, ‘sewa’ (service) in Sikhism.

- Children could identify with the plight of those in need through empathetic writing in the first person, writing imaginary news reports covering disasters, role playing interviews with victims, hot seating, etc.

- Discuss the difficult questions that arise for those who believe in a caring God in response to natural disasters, illnesses or circumstances which cause human suffering on a wide scale.

- Older children could discuss questions such as:

Is there a way to create a more equal society?


Is there a way to end suffering?


Do we have a responsibility to help others? KLE
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Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  INTRODUCING JESUS
a)  The importance of Jesus
	Opportunities for assessment in relation to the non-statutory end of key stage statements for Key Stage 2 (see page 100 of exploRE)
	Some recommended resources

	The ‘suggested activities’ provide opportunities for pupils to:
- Discuss and consider why some people have religious beliefs (for example through talking to followers of the Christian religion and discussing the influence of religion on their daily life).
- Discuss and consider why some people reject religion or have no religion (for example, some people find it impossible to reconcile belief in a caring compassionate God with the fact there are terrible illnesses and natural disasters).

- Discuss religious and philosophical questions (for example, when exploring charity work undertaken by religious groups, children could discuss how and why situations arise which cause great suffering to others and how they could or should be addressed).
- Express and communicate their own and others’ religious insights through art and design, drama, literacy and computing (for example, when presenting group findings on key events in the life of Jesus).
	( The International Children’s Bible is not a re-telling of Bible stories for children by adult authors but an accurate translation of the whole Bible from the original Hebrew and Greek in simple language for children.

BBC film clips provides a number of short films which can be used to introduce topics:
( http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/ztq6sbk Follow my leader 
( http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z26b4j6 What is Christianity?
( http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zyn34wx What was Jesus like and where did he grow up?
( Here is one website showing images of Jesus from different countries: http://www.nairaland.com/240898/interesting-many-faces-jesus
( Christian Aid have a number of primary teaching resources on their website http://learn.christianaid.org.uk/TeachersResources/Default.aspx to support teaching about the work of Christian charities.
http://request.org.uk/?s=jesus This website contains resources and information specifically for teaching Christianity in schools.



Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  INTRODUCING JESUS
	Background notes for teachers

Teachers may wish to draw on some of the following information when enabling pupils to learn about Jesus. It is not intended that the subject matter will be presented to children as it appears below. It is intended that teachers will use a variety of pedagogies when teaching RE, and suggestions are provided on later pages.


b)  The start of Jesus’ ministry: the baptism of Jesus
Jesus’ early life

· Very little indeed is known about Jesus’ life before his baptism. Two of the gospels (Matthew and Luke) begin with the story of Jesus’ birth, and then jump ahead approximately 30 years to his baptism (apart from one incident at the Temple in Jerusalem when Jesus was 12, recorded in Luke 2.41-52). The other two Gospels (Mark and John) begin with John the Baptist’s preaching in the desert prior to Jesus’ baptism.

· The gospels provide enough information for it to be generally agreed that Jesus grew up and lived in the town of Nazareth in Galilee with his parents, Mary and Joseph, and his brothers and sisters (see Matthew 13.55-56 and Mark 6.3). Joseph was a carpenter (builder would be more accurate) and Jesus would have learned and practised his father’s trade.

· What does seem clear is that Jesus broke away from his home and his family when John the Baptist appeared on the scene, preaching in the desert and baptising people in the river Jordan.

John the Baptist

· According to Luke 1, Mary the mother of Jesus, and Elizabeth, the mother of John, were related and events prior to their births were interlinked.

· When John and Jesus had reached the age of about 30, John came out of the desert, baptising and preaching, “Turn away from your sins and be baptised”. He wore clothes made of camel‘s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. To the Jews he must have recalled the prophets of an earlier age and he attracted large crowds (see Mark 1.4-6).

· John spoke about a man who would come after him, someone who was much greater than he was. John expressed it as follows, “I am not good enough even to bend down and untie his sandals. I baptise you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit” (Mark 1.7-8). John was clearly talking about Jesus.

Jesus’ baptism

· Here is Matthew’s account of the baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3.13-16). The event is also described in less detail in Mark 1.9-11 and Luke 3.21-22.

· At that time Jesus arrived from Galilee and came to John at the Jordan to be baptised. But John tried to make him change his mind. “I ought to be baptised by you”, John said, “And yet you have come to me!” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so for now. For in this way we shall do all that God requires”. So John agreed. As soon as Jesus was baptised, he came up out of the water. Then heaven was opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God coming down like a dove and alighting on him. Then a voice said from heaven, “This is my own dear Son, with whom I am pleased”.

· The gospels use highly symbolic language to describe the events of Jesus’ baptism: heaven opens, the Spirit of God like a dove alights on Jesus and a voice from heaven speaks to him. At his baptism Jesus clearly underwent a profound religious or mystical experience. He had had a direct and dramatic encounter with God. He was a changed person and his life would never be the same again. This was a pivotal moment: the moment when he accepted his divinely-inspired mission.
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CHRISTIANITY  -  INTRODUCING JESUS
	Background notes for teachers (continued)


Jesus goes into the desert

· It is not surprising to find that after such a powerful and extraordinary experience, Jesus needed to be alone for a while, to try to work out what it all meant and what he should do. He needed the quiet and solitude of the desert.

· The description given in the Gospels of Jesus’ time alone in the desert is again highly symbolic. Matthew (Matthew 4.1-11) and Luke (Luke 4.1-13) describe how the Devil appears to Jesus and tempts him three times. Firstly, to turn stones into bread, thereby easing his hunger. Secondly to jump from the highest point of the Temple and be rescued by angels. And thirdly to kneel down and worship the Devil, and be rewarded with all the kingdoms of the world in all their greatness.

· Matthew and Luke are saying that Jesus could have abused his special gifts in order to gain wealth, fame, power, etc. But when tempted by such thoughts, Jesus immediately rejects them. Instead he will devote the rest of his life to spreading the Good News (the Gospel) through his teaching, healing and example.
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CHRISTIANITY  -  INTRODUCING JESUS
b)  The start of Jesus’ ministry: the baptism of Jesus
	Key questions related to AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning form religion)
	Suggested activities

(the initials KLE indicate that this is one of the ‘key learning experiences’ listed on page 87 of exploRE)
	Links with ‘aspects of experience’ (see exploRE pages 86-87)
	Links with other religions/curriculum areas/initiatives/etc

	AT1

- What can we learn about John the Baptist from the Bible?

AT1

- What can we learn about Jesus’ baptism from the Bible?

AT1

- Why was the baptism of Jesus such a significant event?

AT2
- What can we recall about turning points or big decisions in our own lives? 

AT1
- What can we learn about Jesus’ baptism from art?

AT1

- What symbols are associated with baptism?

AT1
- What can we find out about other Christian symbols?

AT2
- What symbols are there in this school?

AT2
- What is the symbolism associated with water?

AT1
- Why do Christians use water to baptise?

AT1
- How does water feature in the practices of other religions?
AT1
- Why do some parents choose to have their children baptised or christened?
AT2

- How do we benefit from belonging to different communities?

	- Consider and discuss the role of John the Baptist in preparing the way for Jesus.

- Create a picture of John the Baptist in the desert using information about his appearance provided in the Bible: he wore clothes made of camel‘s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.
- Watch/read/listen to the story of the baptism of Jesus. There are a number of online animated films of the baptism of Jesus suitable for different age groups. REquest provides a simple written version with appropriate questions to promote discussion (see ( under recommended resources).
- Recall and recreate the story in a range of ways: dance, drama, imaginative art and collage, storyboard, extended writing, newspaper report. KLE
- Give groups of children an account of the baptism of Jesus, e.g. Matthew 3.13-16; Mark 1.9-11; Luke 3.21-22. Ask each group to read the account and note down the characters and events described.

- Older children could focus on the meaning of the words contained in Luke’s account: “You are my own son” (Luke 3.22).

- Older children could also explore questions such as:

Why was John reluctant to baptise Jesus?


Why did Jesus want to be baptised?


Why was this a significant moment in the life of Jesus? 

- Create a freeze frame of the baptism scene. Ask each character how they were feeling before, during and after the baptism. How did the onlookers react to what they were seeing?
- Record questions that the children would like to ask each character.

- Hot seat or interview children as Jesus, John the Baptist and the onlookers and create a wordbank of vocabulary.
- Explain that the baptism marked a significant turning point in Jesus’ life. Christians believe that Jesus encountered God in a very vivid, personal way and that he felt God was calling him to give up the life he had always known and to begin his ministry, bringing the Good News (the Gospel) to people across ancient Israel.

- Not surprisingly, immediately after the extraordinary events of his baptism, Jesus went alone into the desert to think things through.
- Discuss turning points, milestones or important events in the children’s own lives, e.g. the birth of a sibling, a birthday, changing schools or moving house. (Some situations should be approached with sensitivity.)

Can they recall their feelings at this time?

- Share their experiences, developing empathy and understanding for others and understanding. KLE
- Using the internet (e.g. Google images) or pictures, enable the children to examine a range of visual representations of the baptism of Jesus, e.g. classical paintings and stained glass windows. Ask the children to identify and note down the characters and symbols shown, e.g. John the Baptist, Jesus, water, dove.

- Compare the visual images with the biblical accounts. Are the artworks accurate representations of the story? What similarities and differences are there?
- Children could create their own visual representation of the story using a range of media. KLE

- Consider the symbols shown in the artwork (water, dove, light, etc) and also those associated with the ceremony of baptism in church (water, candle, etc).
- Discuss with the children whether the dove is an effective symbol.

How would you represent the voice of God in a visual image?
- Ask the children to design their own stained glass window incorporating their own symbols.
- Children could use the internet to carry out their own research into Christian symbols and their meanings. They could create their own fact file about Christian symbols (see ( ( under recommended resources below).

- Younger children could go on a hunt for symbols around the school or examine the school logo and discuss how it represents different aspects of the school.
- Children could create their own symbol to represent something that is important to them, e.g. their family or the class.

- Have a bowl of water in the middle of the room and discuss how water can change or alter things, e.g. by washing away dirt, by giving life (.
- Make a list of words associated with water: healing, life-giving, pure, clean, cooling, washing, refreshing, bathing, rain, flood, etc. Sort the vocabulary into positive and negative terms.
- Children could write an acrostic poem/free verse about water using some of this vocabulary. KLE

- Explain how Christians use water to baptise as a symbol of God’s forgiveness: washing away sins and creating a fresh start. Water was/is used as a sign that people may have changed on the inside following baptism.
- Discuss the concept of forgiveness. How is easy is it to forgive people? Is forgiveness important? KLE
- Older children could use a variety of sources to investigate how water features and is important within other religions (e.g. one of seven shrine offerings in Buddhism, the importance of the Ganges and puja offerings of water in Hinduism, wudu (ritual washing before prayer) in Islam, ritual washing in the mikvah in Judaism, ritual drinking of amrit (mixture of sugar and water) in Sikhism). They could create their own PowerPoint presentation, leaflet or creative artwork demonstrating their understanding. KLE

- Explain that Christians believe that baptism signifies becoming part of God’s Christian family.
- Discuss the communities and groups to which the children belong: families, religious/cultural/ethnic groups, schools, clubs, sports teams, cubs and brownies, etc.

What do they enjoy about belonging to those communities? 


How does it feel to belong to a group?


Do they have initiation ceremonies?


Which ceremonies or routines do they share? (e.g. cub/brownie 
promises)
- Make a class display showing the many different groups to which class members belong. KLE
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Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  INTRODUCING JESUS
b)  The start of Jesus’ ministry: the baptism of Jesus
	Opportunities for assessment in relation to the non-statutory end of key stage statements for Key Stage 2 (see page 100 of exploRE)
	Some recommended resources

	The ‘suggested activities’ provide opportunities for pupils to:
- Raise and suggest answers to questions of morality and values (for example when discussing the issue of forgiveness).
- Discuss and consider why some people have religious beliefs (for example, by considering why some parents choose to have their children baptised or christened).
- Express and communicate their own and others’ religious insights through art and design, drama, literacy and computing (for example, when recreating the story of the baptism of Jesus).
	(  http://request.org.uk/restart/2014/04/08/jesus-baptism/ REquest has a written description of the baptism of Jesus in a child friendly format. It also contains some questions to promote discussion.
( http://request.org.uk/restart/2014/03/05/symbols-5/ Information about Christian symbols.
( http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2re.html More information about Christian symbols for older children.

http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/jesus-baptism-water-as-a-symbol/
This website has a number of suggestions for investigating water as a symbol.



Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY – INTRODUCING JESUS
	Background notes for teachers

Teachers may wish to draw on some of the following information when enabling pupils to learn about Jesus. It is not intended that the subject matter will be presented to children as it appears below. It is intended that teachers will use a variety of pedagogies when teaching RE, and suggestions are provided on later pages.


c)  The start of Jesus’ ministry: calling the twelve disciples
Jesus begins his ministry

· After his baptism and the time spent in the desert, Jesus went to Galilee and preached the Good News from God. “The right time has come”, he said, “And the Kingdom of God is near! Turn away from your sins and believe the Good News!”. (Mark 1.14-15). The news about Jesus spread. He taught in the synagogues and was praised by everyone (Luke 4.14-15).

Jesus calls four fishermen and a tax collector

· The Gospels describe how the first five disciples were chosen by Jesus. The first four to be called were fishermen. This is Matthew’s account of what happened (Matthew 4.18-22):

· As Jesus walked along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw two brothers who were fishermen, Simon (called Peter) and his brother Andrew, catching fish in the lake with a net. Jesus said to them, “Come with me and I will teach you to catch men”. At once they left their nets and followed him. He went on and saw two other brothers, James and John. They were in their boat with their father Zebedee, getting their nets ready. Jesus called them, and at once they left the boat and their father and went with him.

· More is known about the four fisherman disciples than about any of the others, with the exception of Judas who betrayed Jesus:

· Simon was an impulsive man of action and he became the foremost of the disciples, taking over as leader after the death of Jesus. Jesus called him Peter, meaning ‘rock’: “Peter: you are a rock, and on this rock foundation I will build my church” (Matthew 16.18). Peter was eventually martyred in Rome during Nero’s persecution of Christians around 64CE. The story goes that he was crucified upside down as he did not consider himself worthy to die in the same way as Jesus. St Peter’s Basilica in Rome is built on the traditional site of his crucifixion and burial.

· Andrew, the brother of Peter, is the patron saint of Scotland. According to legend, he was crucified on an X-shaped cross, hence the emblem on the Scottish flag.

· Along with Peter, James and his brother John formed the inner group of three disciples. Jesus called them ‘Boanerges’, meaning ‘men of thunder’, because of their stormy temperaments. James was one of the first Christian martyrs. He was executed by King Herod Agrippa 1. According to legend, the body of James was brought from Jerusalem to Spain and in the Middle Ages his shrine at Santiago de Compostela became one of the greatest of all Christian pilgrimage centres.

· It is significant that Jesus chose humble fishermen as his first disciples rather than men who were more erudite or sophisticated. His next choice was even more surprising: he chose a tax collector called Matthew, also known as Levi. Such a man would have been despised by the Jewish population because he would have been seen as a minion of the hated Roman occupiers.
Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  INTRODUCING JESUS
	Background notes for teachers (continued)


· What is striking about the way Jesus recruited the first five disciples is that in every case he approached the men while they were at work, and without hesitation they stopped what they were doing and immediately followed him. They were prepared to sacrifice home, family, jobs and security in order to embark on a risky and unknown venture with Jesus.

Jesus chooses the twelve

· Jesus had many followers, including women. Luke describes how Jesus identified the twelve who were to be his closest companions (Luke 6.12-13):

· “Jesus went up a hill to pray and spent the whole night there praying to God. When day came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he named apostles: Simon (whom he named Peter) and his brother Andrew; James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon (who was called the Patriot), Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became the traitor.”

Jesus sends the disciples out to spread the Good News

· The twelve disciples travelled around with Jesus as he taught and healed. Sometimes he would send them off on their own:

· Then he sent them out to preach the Kingdom of God and to heal the sick, after saying to them, “Take nothing for your journey: no stick, no beggar’s bag, no food, no money, not even an extra shirt … The disciples left and travelled through all the villages, preaching the Good News and healing people everywhere” (Luke 9.2, 3, 6).

Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  INTRODUCING JESUS
c)  The start of Jesus’ ministry: calling the twelve disciples
	Key questions related to AT1 (learning about religion) and AT2 (learning form religion)
	Suggested activities

(the initials KLE indicate that this is one of the ‘key learning experiences’ listed on page 87 of exploRE)
	Links with ‘aspects of experience’ (see exploRE pages 86-87)
	Links with other religions/curriculum areas/initiatives/etc

	AT1

- Why did Jesus need disciples? 
AT2
- When have I worked well with others?
AT2
- What qualities do we look for in our friends?

AT1

- Why did Jesus choose four fishermen and a tax collector as his first disciples?

- Was it easy for the fishermen to drop everything in order to be a disciple?
AT2

What does it mean to trust somebody?

AT2
- When have we had to make difficult choices?
AT2
- What does it mean to sacrifice something?
AT1
- Who were the 12 disciples?

AT1

- What were the duties of the disciples?

AT1
- What were the key messages that Jesus wanted the disciples to spread and how did they do this?
AT1

- How does becoming a Christian change people’s lives today?

	- Discuss the reasons why Jesus might have needed disciples as he began his ministry of teaching about God, e.g. to help spread Jesus’ teaching to more people, to organise large groups of people who had come to listen to Jesus, to provide companionship, to support each other, to continue to spread the message after Jesus’ death and resurrection. (See Luke 9.2,3,6 for Jesus’ later instructions to his disciples) (see ( under resources).
- Children could consider occasions when they may have needed help to complete a task.
- Give children a task to complete independently and in a group. Compare the two different experiences.
- Discuss how sharing a workload can make things easier, more enjoyable and more effective. However within a group, some people can sit back and let others do the work or there can be disagreement about how to proceed.
- Consider the contradictory expressions “Many hands make light work” and “Too many cooks spoil the broth”. List the advantages and disadvantages of group work and collaboration.


Is it always easiest to work as a team?


Do you prefer working on your own or with others?

How did Jesus and his disciples work as a team?

Were Jesus’ disciples an effective team? KLE
- Younger children could link the idea of discipleship to friendship.

- Identify the qualities of a good friend. Children could write descriptions of their friends, focussing on personal qualities rather than physical characteristics.


Do we all need friends?


How do we benefit from having friends?


What would life be like without friends?

- Read/write/watch the story of Jesus choosing the four fishermen as his first disciples (Matthew 4.18-22) (see (( under recommended resources).


What kind of men were the fishermen: rich, powerful, well-educated?

Why did Jesus choose ‘ordinary’ fishermen as his first disciples?
- Reflect upon the fact that being a fisherman was a very humble job and that the disciples were originally ordinary people who went on to achieve extraordinary things.

- Use drama, role play and hot seating to recreate and explore the story.

- Discuss whether it was an easy or difficult decision for the fishermen to agree to go with Jesus. What would they need to give up? Why would they do this? How were their lives changed by following Jesus?
- Jesus wanted the fishermen to be ‘fishers of men’. What did Jesus mean by this? How was this fulfilled?

- Read the story of Jesus calling Levi, the tax collector, who later became known as Matthew (Luke 5.27-31). Animated versions are available online.

- Discuss why people would not have been happy that Jesus chose a tax collector. 

Why did a tax collector give up his life to follow Jesus?


Can you imagine giving up material things for spiritual gain?
- Small group task: to role-play the call of the first disciples. The groups role-playing the call of the fishermen could include their questioning about whether they should follow Jesus or not. Those role-playing the call of Levi could include the complaints of those who did not think Jesus should associate with a tax collector.
- Older children could write and perform a play-script of the events. KLE

- According to the Bible, when Jesus called the fishermen they left ‘at once’ to follow him. Levi did the same.


What was it about Jesus that made these men feel they could 
trust him?

What does the word ‘trust’ mean?


What does it mean to be ‘trustworthy’?

Who do you trust?

- Enable the children to reflect upon any difficult choices they can remember making in their lives.

Does doing something really difficult make you a better person?

Could you do something difficult to create a better future for yourself 
or others? 
- This could linked to the natural world, e.g. recycling may be time consuming and a nuisance but it saves resources for the future.
- When we make a sacrifice we give up something that is very important to us in order to benefit others. Explain that the disciples sacrificed their normal lives because they believed serving Jesus and God were more important.
- Younger children could gain an understanding of the concept of ‘sacrifice’ by listening to or watching online the story of Dogger by Shirley Hughes. The story tells of how a little girl ‘sacrifices’ a large and beautiful teddy bear she has won in a raffle so that her little brother can get back his favourite toy.

- Older children could discuss the meaning of ‘sacrifice’ and could think of sacrifices that they or others have made to help someone else.
- Pose various dilemmas involving small sacrifices relevant to children and ask them to justify or explain their answers. Ask the children to create their own dilemmas for another child to consider. For example:


Would you give up a friend’s birthday party to attend a family event?

Would you give up your own pocket money to buy a present for a 
sibling?

- Ask the children to list the most important things in their lives. Compare and sort the lists into groups, e.g. material possessions, non-material things, people, activities, etc.


Which group is most/least important?


Which group is absolutely irreplaceable?


Which group(s) consist(s) of tangible things?

Which group(s) consist(s) of intangibles, such as love?

Is there anything that you would be prepared to sacrifice or give up?

- Ask younger children to choose the six most important material things in their lives, listing them in order from least to most important. Ask them to justify their decisions. They could draw representations of these.


Which of these things would you be prepared to give up or sacrifice?

Is it difficult to imagine giving up things which are important to you?
- Research the names and lives of all the disciples by using children’s Bibles or textbooks or searching online. This could be done by putting the children into 12 small groups and by asking each group to create a fact file on a particular disciple.
- Look at the final list of the 12 disciples, see Luke 6.12-15. Ask the children to create ‘Found!’ posters listing the 12 disciples.

- Create memory aids to help recall the names of the disciples. Younger children could create word searches, finger puppets or models or use craft activities to learn the names of the disciples.
- Use mnemonics, write a poem or compose a simple song to help recall all the names of the disciples.
- Research the duties of the disciples (see Luke 9.2,3,6). Children could share their findings and ideas.

Would it be easy or difficult for them to do these things? Why?

- Identify the qualities the disciples would need to fulfil this work, e.g. being trustworthy, being good with other people, believing in God, being engaging story tellers and teachers.

- Younger children could create ‘Wanted’ posters for disciples, using the information they have discussed above.

- Older children could create an advertisement for the job of disciple including a job description and person specification listing some of the personal qualities required.

- Consider how we spread news (good and bad) or share messages and information today: through newspapers, social media, television, advertising etc. Explain that in Jesus’ time, verbal communication was the most effective and quickest means available. Would Jesus still need disciples to spread his message today?
- Identify the key messages that Jesus wanted the disciples to spread. Write an article in a modern format (e.g. newspaper report, blog, webcast) spreading Jesus’ message or reporting a miracle. KLE

- Make links between the lives of Christians today and the lives of the disciples.

- Research or interview people who have become Christians and how it has impacted their lives (see ( under recommended resources below). Older children could write their own interview questions. KLE
· Watch film clips about believer’s baptism and research how Christians believe that following Jesus changes their life (see ( under recommended resources below).
- Younger children could consider how Christians spend Sundays as a special day of the week. They could compare some of the activities that Christians undertake (e.g. attending church services, praying, reading the Bible, singing hymns) with those of people who do not go to church. Discuss similarities and differences.

	Relationships and community

Relationships and community

Relationships and community

The self and being human

Relationships  and community

Right and wrong

The natural world

The self and being human

Relationships and community

Right and wrong


	SMSC

PSHE
SMSC

PSHE
Literacy
Drama
Drama

SMSC

PSHE

Fundamental British values

SMSC
Fundamental British values

SMSC

Literacy

Computing

Art & design

Literacy

Music

Literacy

Art & design

Literacy

SMSC

Fundamental British values

Literacy




Essex scheme of work for RE at Key Stage 2

CHRISTIANITY  -  INTRODUCING JESUS
c)  The start of Jesus’ ministry: calling the twelve disciples
	Opportunities for assessment in relation to the non-statutory end of key stage statements for Key Stage 2 (see page 100 of exploRE)
	Some recommended resources

	The ‘suggested activities’ provide opportunities for pupils to:
- Raise and suggest answers to questions of morality and values (for example, by exploring the concept of sacrifice, by reflecting on the things that are of most value in the children’s lives and by considering whether it is always easy to do the right thing).
- Discuss and consider why some people have religious beliefs (for example, by exploring the experiences of people who have become Christians in adult life or who have undertaken believer’s baptism).
- Discuss religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own beliefs and those of others (for example, by considering whether the lives of the disciples were improved by following Jesus and contrasting the sacrifices they were making with their spiritual gains).
- Express and communicate their own and others’ religious insights through art and design, music, dance, drama and ICT (for example, by using role play to explore the calling of the disciples and by using art and craft activities recall the disciples and their characteristics).

	(http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/history/disciples_1.shtml  This provides background information about the disciples and their duties.
( http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zbyr87h  This is an animated story of how Jesus chose his first disciples.
( http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zvfgkqt  A description of how Jesus chose his disciples, the importance of storytelling and the role of the disciples in Christianity.

( http://request.org.uk/life/helens-story-a-new-heart/  Helen’s story. This tells the story of how becoming a Christian changed the life of one person.
( http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zxqnv4j  How baptism can be a life changing experience for Christians.
http://request.org.uk/ (life as a Christian) examines a variety of areas of the Christian faith which could be used in this unit.
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